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Introduction
When you consider the short time Jesus was on earth, and the even shorter 
duration of His ministry, it is extraordinary to think of the impact He 
had on the entire world. How could this man, whose ministry consisted 
of 3 years, 6 days, 15 hours and 1 morning, still be changing lives? The 
answer is two fold. First, Jesus wasn’t just any man. He is the Son of God. 
He is fully God and fully man. Second, His ministry didn’t end at the 
close of the gospels. After 2000 years, Jesus continues to transform lives 
by bringing people back to a relationship with God. As unbelievable as it 
sounds, you and I can know God. We can be in a relationship with Him.

One means of knowing God, is through reading the Bible. When we spend 
time in His word, we begin to see what matters to God. We begin to 
understand His heart. Just like the way good friends begin to resemble one 
another;  by spending time with God, you will start to develop traits of 
Him! As you begin your reading each day, invite the Holy Spirit to clear 
your mind of distractions, give you understanding, and transform your 
heart. 

We are so excited you have chosen to spend time with God by reading His 
word, and spending 
7 Weeks with Jesus!

Love in Christ,

Foundry Church 
     Devotions Team



1
Luke 12:1-12 (NIV)

Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that they 
were trampling on one another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, 

saying: “Be on your guard against the yeast of the 
Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2 There is nothing concealed that will not be 
disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 3 What you have said 

in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have whispered in 
the ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs.

4 “I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and 
after that can do no more. 5 But I will show you whom you should fear: 

Fear him who, after your body has been killed, has 
authority to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. 6 Are not five 

sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is 
forgotten by God. 7 Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many 

sparrows.
8 “I tell you, whoever publicly acknowledges me before others, the Son of 

Man will also acknowledge before the angels of God. 
9 But whoever disowns me before others will be disowned before the angels 
of God. 10 And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be 
forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be 

forgiven.
11 “When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do 
not worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say,

12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say.”



How to Avoid Hypocrisy
Hypocrisy is a word we hear often. We think of politicians who aren’t 
who they claim to be, or religious leaders who don’t practice what they 
preach. In Jesus’ day, the word actually came from the theater. It was 
a Greek word for certain actors who used large masks. The actors 
portrayed someone on stage, who was different than who they really 
were, in order to win the applause of the crowd.

Why does Jesus warn the disciples about this?

Look at verse 1: this must have been an exciting point in Jesus’ ministry 
for the disciples. Not long ago, they were nobodies. Now they were 
standing with the man who had drawn crowds of thousands. In front 
of everyone, Jesus gives advice to His disciples. He warns them not 
to be like the Pharisees, who are hypocrites. Hypocrites are those 
with double lives, those who portray and enforce one set of values 
and behaviors and then live differently themselves, usually in secret. 
Perhaps Jesus was concerned that his friends would get caught up in 
the the approval of the crowds and be motivated by a desire to please 
people, not God. 
 
Application
So how can we guard against this? Jesus has the answer: fear God, 
not people. Look for God’s approval, and your actions, words, and 
decisions will glorify Him. God is not like the audience in the theater or 
like the moody, fickle crowd in your workplace, school, or social scene. 
He loves you dearly and cares about every part of your body, mind, 
and soul. He will also empower you through His Spirit to obey Him. 
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Luke 12:13-21 (NIV)

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.”

14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter 
between you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard 

against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of 
possessions.”

16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man 
yielded an abundant harvest. 1 7  He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do?   

I have no place to store my crops.’
18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and 

build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to 
myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; 

eat, drink and be merry.”’
20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be 

demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for    
yourself?’

21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but 
is not rich toward God.”



Investments
Here are some investment taglines from companies last year:
           You’re First  Where                     Your Future Shines
           What Matters Most                      Understanding What’s Important
           A Richer Journey                        Dream It. Achieve It.
           Enjoy Life’s Possibilities              A More Rewarding Relationship
           It’s All About You
Most of these sound nice. A few are a little selfish sounding, but 
perfectly acceptable in our day. Was Jesus saying in this parable that 
planning for our future is wrong? No. Jesus was warning us that greed 
will cause us to worry about the wrong future, causing us to ignore 
what is really important. So many of us are happy to work, save, and 
invest in order to buy that new car, go on that trip, send our kids to the 
right school, have our dream kitchen, and secure our retirement. But 
how much effort are we putting into working on our personal 
relationship with God? What about saving the lost and investing in the 
spiritual future of our children or other loved ones?
The man in the parable was so certain everything had been taken 
care of. Every box had been checked. In his mind, living out the rest of 
his years in plenty and enjoying all of life’s temporary pleasures was all 
that needed to be figured out. 
Jesus said this man was a fool. 
Greed tells us, It’s All About You. Notice the man; my crop, my barns, 
my surplus grain. Never once did he consider that is was God who had 
blessed him. Never once did he ask God what he should do with the 
excess. He didn’t consider those around him in need. Greed, 
materialism, idolatry, and selfishness all keep our eyes on ourselves 
and off of God.  

Application
Consider all your investments this past week. Where was your time, 
energy, communication, emotion, and mental ability spent?
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Luke 12:22-34 (NIV)

Do Not Worry
Then Jesus said to his disciples: 

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; 
or about your body, what you will wear. 23 For life is more than food, 

and the body more than clothes. 24 Consider the ravens: They do not sow 
or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how 
much more valuable you are than birds! 25 Who of you by worrying can 
add a single hour to your life? 26 Since you  cannot do this very little 

thing, why do you worry about the rest?
27 “Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell 

you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 
28 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and 

tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you—
you of little faith! 29 And do not set your heart on what you will eat or 
drink; do not worry about it. 30 For the pagan world runs after all such 

things, and your Father knows that you need them. 
31 But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.

32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give 
you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide 

purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that 
will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 

34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.



Dealing with Anxiety
Worry. More often than I would like to admit, I am caught up in this mind 
game.  I find myself anxious about the smallest decision. I’m always 
thinking about how that one little thing may have a huge effect on 
my future. Silly, isn’t it? Other times I get caught up with all that I have 
to get done, wishing for extra hours in the day and extra days in the 
week. I am embarrassed to say how often I have looked in my closet 
and declared, “I have nothing to wear!” When I find myself struggling 
with anxiety, it helps me to remember that God has a plan and holds 
my future. It is like the song I sang as a child: “He’s got the whole world 
in His hands.”

Worry is poisonous to our walk with God. This is because worry keeps 
our eyes fixed on ourselves. We are not looking to God and trusting 
Him, which means we are not readily taking part in the good works He 
has planned for us. God wants our trust, and He wants to show to us 
those around us who are in need. We are to be God’s hands and feet 
in this world, and we can’t be when we are consumed with ourselves.  
 If you seek the kingdom of God, you will receive  what you really 
need, an abundance of grace and love. God will take care of the little 
things, like our food, our clothes, and our time. We can look out for the 
needs of those around us. We don’t need to be afraid to give. Even 
if we ended up giving all we have to someone else in need, that’s no 
problem to God. He will take care of you. It says in Luke 12 32

Application
What anxious thought is plaguing your mind today? Don’t trick yourself 
into thinking that you will do any good by holding on to it. The enemy 
wants us to think we hold some kind of control by worrying, but we 
don’t. That is only his attempt to distract us from talking with God, and 
trusting Him. Will you give your worries to God in prayer today?
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Luke 12:35-48 (NIV)

“Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 like 
servants waiting for their master to return from a wedding 

banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open 
the door for him. 37 It will be good for those servants whose master finds 
them watching when he comes. Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to 
serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on 

them. 38 It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, 
even if he comes in the middle of the night or toward daybreak. 39 But 
understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the 
thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You 
also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when             

you do not expect him.”
41 Peter asked, “Lord, are you telling this parable to us, or to everyone?”

42 The Lord answered, “Who then is the faithful and wise manager, 
whom the master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food          
allowance at the proper time? 43 It will be good for that servant whom 
the master finds doing so when he returns. 44 Truly I tell you, he will put 

him in charge of all his possessions. 45 But suppose the servant says to 
himself, ‘My master is taking a long time in coming,’ and he then begins 
to beat the other servants, both men and women, and to eat and drink 

and get drunk. 46 The master of that servant will come on a day when he 
does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. He will cut him to 

pieces and assign him a place with the unbelievers.
47 “The servant who knows the master’s will and does not get ready or 
does not do what the master wants will be beaten with many blows. 48 

But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will 
be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given much, much 
will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, 

much more will be asked.



An Expectant Heart
This Chapter in Luke uses some language that wrecks my comfort. 
Luke writes to a Roman setting, a culture where people are enslaved 
and where human life is not highly valued. Luke uses slavery language 
to show us how to surrender our rights as we are bought by Christ. 
In Christ we become slaves to the gospel and are reminded that we 
are constantly serving at HIS pleasure, not our own. Luke 9.23-24 
reads, “If anyone would want to come after me, they must deny 
themselves, take up their cross daily and follow me. For those who 
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 
sake will save it.”  In the kingdom of God that Jesus is bringing to bear 
on this world, we see that our rights to our own lives are joyfully 
surrendered to Christ.

Does anyone else ever have a guilty conscience, even when you’ve 
done nothing wrong? Have you ever felt guilty, and then when 
someone asked a very normal and friendly question, you misread it 
because of your emotion and felt accused? Like when you have an 
unproductive and frustrating day, and someone asks, “What did you do 
today?” So you respond with, “What do you mean? People interrupted 
and dragged me into stuff that kept me from my work, they messed me 
up….” Sometimes our own shame won’t let us hear what is being said. 
Did that happen to you as you read this passage? 

Application
 What did you hear in that story?
·           What offended you and why?
 Sometimes we miss the joy of the gospel because it interrupts our 
comfortable life of faith. Today I invite you, do not miss the 
opportunity to live a life that is constantly being prepared and made 
ready for Jesus to walk into it. Let go of your rights, and serve HIM in 
ways that display how you are expecting to see Him soon.
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 “I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were 
already kindled! 50 But I have a baptism to undergo, and what 

constraint I am under until it is completed! 51 Do you think I came to bring 
peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. 52 From now on there will be 
five in one family divided against each other, three against two and two 

against three. 53 They will be divided, 
father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and 
daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and 

daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”



Division
Fire throughout the Old Testament, and when referenced by John the 
Baptist, usually refers to judgement, or God’s wrath. At first, this doesn’t 
sound like the Jesus we are used to. Why was He bringing the fire, 
and why was He eager for it to be completed? 
Jesus longed for the Kingdom of God to come. For that final peace, 
that final restoration of creation to its creator, there must be judgement. 
The grace of God is that we have been spared from that judgement of 
fire because of Jesus. Jesus underwent the punishment we deserve 
and was raised back out of it to new life. This is why, when a new 
believer is baptized in the church, we say you have been baptized into 
the death of Christ, and raised up into new life in Christ. 
The saddest part of Jesus’ words have to do with humanity’s response. 
Some will believe what Jesus did on their behalf and will be freed from 
judgement. Others will not. They will not believe Jesus was God’s Son, 
they will not believe that they are guilty of sin, they will not believe that 
Jesus died to pay their debt, and they will not accept Jesus as their 
savior and receive forgiveness from God. This is their choice. Jesus 
demands we make a choice. We cannot stay in limbo upon 
encountering Him. Because the message of Jesus brings people to 
the point of accepting or rejecting Him, there will be division, even 
within families.
 
Application
Have you made the choice to receive Jesus? Remember, not making 
a decision, is making one. We can receive Him or reject Him, but not 
neither and not both. Confess your sins, and receive Jesus as your 
Lord and Savior today if you haven’t!
Do you have loved ones from whom you are divided because of 
Christ? Know this, God longs for all to repent and receive the free gift 
of salvation. You can pray for them and show them the love of Christ by 
how you live.
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He said to the crowd: “When you see a cloud rising in the west, 

immediately you say, ‘It’s going to rain,’ and it does. 55 And when the 
south wind blows, you say, ‘It’s going to be hot,’ and it is. 

56 Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and 
the sky. How is it that you don’t know how to interpret this present time?

57 “Why don’t you judge for yourselves what is right? 58 As you are going 
with your adversary to the magistrate, try hard to be        reconciled on 
the way, or your adversary may drag you off to the judge, and the judge 
turn you over to the officer, and the officer throw you into prison. 59 I tell 

you, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.”



Interpreting the Times
n Jesus’ day you didn’t check the weather app on your phone. The 
western wind would bring moisture from the Mediterranean Sea as 
rain over the land. To the South lied the hot desert, and wind blowing 
from the South signalled a hot day ahead. Jesus called the crowd 
hypocrites because they pretended to be awaiting the Messiah. There 
were 355 prophecies about the coming Messiah in the Old Testament, 
and the religious leaders knew them. Jesus fulfilled all 355,1  but they 
did not want to recognize that Jesus was the Messiah. Jesus warned 
them to settle their accounts, or deal with their sins while they still 
could. God was providing a way to forgive their sin through Christ, and 
many people were missing their opportunity.
Science and technology have replaced signs and old wives tales with 
much greater accuracy. We no longer have to guess about weather, 
health, or many other issues. Our brains are actually getting lazy 
because we can look up the answer to basically any question, instead 
of needing to mine for the data in our own memories. The downside to 
this easy access to information is a lack of awareness of the unseen. 
Our faith muscles, and our spiritual discernment, are out of shape. 
When things fall apart at home, do we ever consider the spiritual 
cause? When we know God is directing us somewhere that seems 
foolish to others, do we dig in and lean on faith rather than reason? 
Just as those in Jesus’ day were deemed fakers for pretending to 
know and understand so much while they missed out on what God 
was doing, we may be doing the same. We know and understand so 
much of the world around us, but we forget to ask God to help us 
understand signs of the things we can’t see. 

Application
Lord, give me eyes that see Your plan. Please give me 
discernment by Your Holy Spirit, and guard me from the enemy who 
seeks to deceive and destroy. 

  1https://accordingtothescriptures.org/prophecy/353prophecies.html
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Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the 
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus 

answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all 
the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3 I tell you, no! But 
unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen who died 
when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more 

guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless 
you repent, you too will all perish.”



The Comparison Game
Religion loves the comparison game! We look at other people and see 
the mess of their lives and feel better knowing that we are not as bad 
as they are. In the Christian life there is no room for such games.

Did you notice the switcharoo that Jesus pulls on those present? He 
asks if the Galileans are worse than other Galileans (a bit of a rhetorical 
question), and then He answers, “I tell you, no … but unless you repent 
you will perish.” Jesus removes the “bad” Galileans and places those 
who are judging them in the hot seat instead. I believe we must have 
this same experience with Jesus if we are to ever get past our desire 
to compare ourselves with others in order to feel better about how 
sinful we are.
 
Jesus wants only one response to our sin: repentance. Jesus calls us 
to turn away from sin and follow Him. He does not ask us to be less 
dirty than the person next to us, rather He invites us to Himself. And 
in the redemptive work of Christ, we are made completely clean, not 
just cleaner than “that really bad sinner over there.”  We are called to 
turn from the sins that we have lived out and follow Jesus, not just be 
forgiven, but also to actively follow HIM!

Application
 
 1 -  Stop being comforted by being better than other people.

 2 -  Take some time right now and repent, which means to turn   
           away from sin.  Do not justify why you sin, RUN from it!

 3 -  Invite Jesus to show you how to follow Him. Don’t be shy,            
 Jesus loves you, and He will guide you if you ask and then 
 LISTEN!
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Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his 

vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did not find any. 
7 So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years 

now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found 
any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’

8 “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig 
around it and fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then 

cut it down.’”



Fig Tree Parable
In the parable of the fig tree, Jesus teaches about an 
unhappy vineyard owner who continually finds his tree has no fruit on 
it. It seems as though the vineyard owner has little compassion for his 
vineyard--he only wants the benefits the caretaker’s work can 
produce. The owner seems a bit shrewd and perhaps disconnected 
from the tedious work that goes into making a garden reach its full 
potential. It also makes one wonder if the caretaker had Leviticus 
19:23-25 in mind when he had to deal with the owner. This passage 
says that when you plant a fruit tree, for three years you are to 
consider the fruit forbidden to eat. In the 4th year you are to consider 
the fruit as an offering of praise to the Lord.  And in the 5th year, the 
fruit is to enjoy. 

From a horticultural standpoint, the purpose of a tree’s fruit is to fertilize 
and reproduce itself. When a tree’s fruit is allowed to fall to the ground 
and decay, it replenishes the soil with vital nutrients that help a young 
tree grow. The practice of allowing a new tree to become established 
this way is still practiced today. Could it be that the caretaker was 
removing all the fruit and working it into the ground before the owner 
found it so that he could help the tree establish itself? Perhaps that is 
why the caretaker was confident that with one more year it will have 
fruit. 

Application
So who are you in the story? Are you the tree that is firmly established 
in God’s garden but bearing no fruit? Are you a young tree who is still 
being established? Or are you a tree who is bearing fruit as an offering 
of praise to the Lord?
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On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 11 and a 

woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. 
She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. 12 When 

Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, you are set 
free from your infirmity.” 13 Then he put his hands on her, and 

immediately she straightened up and praised God.
14 Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue 

leader said to the people, “There are six days for work. So come and be 
healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.”

15 The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the 
Sabbath untie your ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it 

water? 16 Then should not this woman, a daughter of 
Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free 

on the Sabbath day from what bound her?”
17 When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were 

delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing.



It’s Not Too Late
Eighteen years is a long time to suffer from any kind of affliction. I can’t 
imagine this woman had much hope left. Physical discomfort wears on 
the mind and spirit as well as on the body. Did you notice that Jesus 
called out to her? While she was still bent, twisted and groaning in her 
brokenness, He reached out to her, and she simply answered His call. 
This woman could be you or me. While we were bound up in sin, 
twisted, bent and groaning in our brokenness, Christ died for us. We 
did not have to prove we were worthy, or meet Him halfway by our 
own self-improvements. He reached out to us. Praise God!

The religious leaders were consumed with their usual debate with 
Jesus about the Sabbath. The Sabbath was the last day of the week, 
which God had commanded to be remembered and kept holy. It was 
to be a day of rest. It was to be a reminder of the rhythm instituted by 
God. The religious leaders, however, had made it a pile of rules meant 
to make them feel pristine and self-righteous. They were trying to do 
so much to make themselves appear holy that they couldn’t hear 
Jesus’ call.

Application
This passage spoke to me as a reminder. Nothing I did, am doing, or 
will do will make me worthy of salvation. God found me when I was a 
sinner, and he saved me through Christ alone. I need to respond daily 
to Jesus’ call to come close to Him. It also reminds me that in this life 
it is never too late to meet Jesus. This woman had suffered for years, 
past the point of hope, but it is never too late for the healing power of 
Jesus to free you.
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Then Jesus asked, “What is the kingdom of God like? What shall I compare 

it to? 19 It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his 
garden. It grew and became a tree, and the birds perched in its 

branches.”



The Mustard Seed
The mustard seed is among the smallest of seeds at about 2-3 
millimeters each. Once a mustard seed is planted, it is hard to root out 
because once the seed falls, it germinates immediately. It grows into 
something large and firmly rooted, which some would find shelter in 
and others would find obnoxious and try to root out.

A mustard seed. Why do you suppose Jesus uses this particular seed 
to illustrate the Kingdom of God? I think, being the tiniest of seeds, 
Jesus chooses this to represent our humble beginning in our walk with 
the Lord. It starts small, but as we grow closer to Him and nurture our 
relationship with the right conditions, our faith can grow mightily into 
something so large that not only can we seek shelter in it, but others 
can as well. When we live into the Kingdom of God, others can see 
that within us and can confide in us to help grow their own mustard 
seeds.  
 
Application
Sometimes we face a lot of challenges, and our faith really struggles. 
But in the end, even in the wrong conditions, it doesn’t take much to 
simply keep it alive. The encouragement of a friend, and a desperate 
prayer can give us hope. It is hard to completely lose faith. Even if faith 
is as small as an actual mustard seed, there is hope, and hope is all 
you need.



11Luke 13:20-21(NIV)
Again he asked, “What shall I compare the kingdom of God to? 

21 It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of 
flour until it worked all through the dough.”



A Fresh Perspective
My mother-in-law passed away on December 31, 2018. She was known 
for making the most amazing homemade bread for miles around. My 
husband thought everyone ate bread like this until he went to 
someone else’s house and had store-bought bread, which didn’t even 
come close to the flavor of the bread his mom made. He remembers 
her kneading the bread by hand, picking up the dough and throwing 
it down on the flour-covered counter, and punching the dough as it 
began to rise. It was hard work, but the reward was delightful.  

Mom always used fresh yeast when she baked homemade bread. 
If she was going to invest the time and effort into making bread, she 
wasn’t going to use old yeast and risk having to throw all of the 
ingredients away. In Luke 13: 20 – 21, the language of the woman 
taking and mixing yeast into sixty pounds of flour downplays what hard 
work and sacrifice would be required to make bread from that amount 
of dough! The kneading, throwing, and punching took significant effort, 
and the yeast had better be fresh to merit the labor needed to work it 
into the dough. 

Jesus was bringing God’s kingdom to earth, and those who embraced 
the freshness of His message would find their lives transformed as it 
worked its way into their hearts and lives.  Those who ignored Jesus 
continued to follow their old ways and missed out on the abundant, 
kingdom life Jesus offers.

Application
We face this same choice today-- will we cling to our old habits, or will 
we allow the kingdom yeast to mix and meld into the ingredients of 
our lives? It may be hard work, but the reward will be delightful AND 
eternal.
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Luke 13:22-30(NIV)

Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his 
way to Jerusalem. 23 Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people 

going to be saved?”

He said to them, 24 “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, 
because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 25 Once 
the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside 

knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’

“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’
26 “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in 

our streets.’
27 “But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away 

from me, all you evildoers!’
28 “There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, 
but you yourselves thrown out. 29 People will come from east and west and 
north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of 
God. 30 Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who 

will be last.”



Train to Finish Well
Jesus surprised some in the Jewish audience by announcing that 
simply being related to Abraham was not going to guarantee their 
salvation. That wasn’t the only surprise: Jesus also let them know that 
gentiles, people outside of the Jewish heritage, would be given 
salvation if they entered into a relationship with God, based on belief 
in Jesus.
Jesus uses an interesting word when he says to make every effort to 
enter through the narrow door. The root of the word in Greek is similar 
to agonize. Paul used this word often when speaking about our faith. 
We translate it different ways in English, but the following verses are 
examples of the same term used elsewhere in the Bible. It gives you a 
fuller picture of what Jesus was saying. 
1 Corinthians 9:25  Everyone who competes in the games goes into 
strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last, but we do it 
to get a crown that will last forever.
Colossians 1:29 To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy 
Christ so powerfully works in me.
Colossians 4:12 Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ 
Jesus, sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that 
you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured.
2 Timothy 4:7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I 
have kept the faith.

Application
What do these things look life in your life of faith? I will share some 
ideas, but please take time and fill them out for yourself.
Strict Training - spending time in God’s word, serving others, 
_______________________
Strenuously Contend - fleeing from temptation, worshipping God in 
many ways, __________________
Wrestling - bringing my questions to God, being persistent in prayer, 
_______________________
Fighting the good fight - persevering when my faith is tested,  
____________________________
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At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this 

place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.”
32 He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will keep on driving out demons and 

healing people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my 
goal.’ 33 In any case, I must press on today and tomorrow and the next 

day—for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem!
34 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to 

you, how often I have longed to gather your children 
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not 
willing. 35 Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not 
see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord.’”



Amazing Love
Have you ever found yourself watching someone close to you and 
realizing yet another reason why you love them? In this passage I am 
struck by Jesus and see something beautiful that I love about Him. His 
love is determined. When the Pharisees came to frighten Him, it meant 
nothing to Him. Whatever their goal was, to frighten, to discourage, 
to get Jesus off track or out of their territory, it didn’t work. Jesus was 
determined in His love toward His father, which he displayed in 
obedience. He was also determined in His love for people. He would 
continue doing what He had been sent to do until it was completed. 
Jesus trusted that God would protect Him from any threats that did not 
align with God’s perfect plan. 
Then, upon seeing Jerusalem, the place and people who would reject, 
mock and kill Him, Jesus continues to express love. He wanted to pull 
them close, like a mother bird. He wanted to shelter and protect them. 
He wanted to save them, even though He knew so many would not 
accept His offer.

Application
 
I want to love like Jesus. I want to love my Heavenly Father so 
resolutely that I walk in constant obedience. I want to love the world 
around me, even when they don’t deserve it, because that is how 
Jesus loves you and me. 

Let’s show this love to the world around us today!



14Luke 14:1-6 (NIV)
One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent 

Pharisee, he was being carefully watched. 2 There in front of him was 
a man suffering from abnormal swelling of his body. 3 Jesus asked the 

Pharisees and experts in the law, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or 
not?” 4 But they remained silent. So taking hold of the man, he healed 

him and sent him on his way.
5 Then he asked them, “If one of you has a child or an ox that falls into 
a well on the Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull it out?” 6 And 

they had nothing to say.



Healing on the Sabbath
The Sabbath is symbolic of the day during Creation that God set apart 
for rest. Similarly, the rainbow was a sign to Noah, and 
circumcision was a sign to Abraham. These signs or symbols help us 
to remember a covenant between God, His Creation, and man. The 
sign of Sabbath is used as a reminder of the Creation story, where 
God rested on the seventh day. God called the Israelites to honor the 
Sabbath day by setting it apart, keeping it holy. God set up a law to 
honor the Sabbath as part of the 10 Commandments.  This was done 
so that the Israelites would remember the disconnect from the original 
Creation that happened at the Fall.  

In the story of the healing of the man with dropsy, Jesus is not 
breaking any biblical Sabbath law by healing the man. What Jesus is 
being accused of is breaking a Pharisaic law. The Pharisees created 
many layers and categories of rules regulating what activities could 
not be done on the Sabbath. The intention was to safeguard a person 
from even coming close to violating the Sabbath. In doing so, they 
created so much red tape that it kept people from being practical. By 
healing the man who had dropsy, a condition of retaining bodily 
fluid, Jesus was cutting through the red tape and pointing back to the 
Creation story. The man’s illness was a picture of what the Pharisees 
were doing to the people. All the extra rules were making people so 
bloated they couldn’t focus on why the Sabbath was created: a time to 
remember God the Creator. 

Application
As Christians, we were given the framework of a seven day week, set 
up for a Sabbath. We shouldn’t be so concerned by what activities 
should or shouldn’t be done, but rather what activities help direct our 
attention to connecting with our Creator. If we devote our full attention 
to doing this, our Sabbaths will naturally be different. 
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When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he 
told them this parable: 8 “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, 
do not take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than 

you may have been invited. 9 If so, the host who invited both of you will 
come and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you 
will have to take the least important place. 10 But when you are invited, 
take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, 
‘Friend, move up to a  better place.’ Then you will be honored in the 

presence of all the other guests. 11 For all those who exalt themselves will 
be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”



Humility, Human’s Expectations, Not God’s 
 
If you have planned a wedding, you can understand how hard making 
the seating chart is. They are difficult, and we want to make everyone 
happy. If you’re the bride or groom, you are at the head table, the 
wedding party is usually at the head table, and the immediate family 
sits toward the front of the banquet hall. Depending on how close you 
are to the “people of interest,” the further forward or backward you will 
be. We can all understand how being asked to sit closer, or to go out 
to eat, or to go to an event with someone can be so special to us. 

The truth is, Jesus is always asking us to spend time with Him, not 
at the back, but front and center. You may not be the most important 
person, but Jesus asks us to lay down our expectations of where we 
should be, what we should be, and how we should act. He asks us to 
humble ourselves and accept who we are and the opportunities we 
have received. We as Christians have this understanding that if we 
pray, attend church, surround ourselves with Christians, and portray 
the Christian life, then a relationship with God will come naturally and 
effortlessly. The reality is that we have to want that relationship. That 
relationship we desire is attained by the effort and desire to “friend, 
move up higher” when we let go of how important we are in this 
broken world and truly lay it down for the relationship.

Application
 
This moment, ask God to lower the importance in your heart of 
whatever it may be; being the leader, being in control or in charge, or 
having everything perfect. Lay those down at the foot of the cross and 
let God transform you. 
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Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not 
invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich 

neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 
13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 

crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although they 
cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 

righteous.”



Generosity Beyond Social Norms 
What a strange thing for Jesus to ask: invite strangers who have less 
than you into your home? It’s not about being repaid, but in society 
today, that’s exactly what it’s made to be about. We give a gift at one’s 
birthday, and we expect a gift at our birthday from said person. The 
world has made us believe that it’s “weird” to give and expect nothing 
in return.

Jesus wants us to walk courageously. There are people all around us 
who are visibly broken and in need of attention, love, or simply a hot 
meal. When we act out of kindness toward others, rather than just the 
ones we know, there’s a true joy that overflows. For me it produces a 
feeling that causes grinning from ear to ear and a content heart. God 
sees our actions, whether giving money, a meal, or helping a neighbor 
move. He sees we are trying to glorify Him in the most precious, yet 
practical, ways. These little things do not go unnoticed. Scripture says 
we will be repaid at the resurrection of the just. 

Application
Take time today to pray and ask God how you can show generosity to 
others with your time, money, and prayers. Ask Him to help you display 
Jesus Christ to the person or people He lays on your heart. Pray for 
them, buy groceries for a family in need, show up to the soccer game, 
do what God tells you. I can promise you, He has never failed you, and 
He will not start now. 
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Luke 14:15-24 (NIV)

When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, 
“Blessed is the one who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.”

16 Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and 
invited many guests. 17 At the time of the banquet he sent his 

servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now 
ready.’

18 “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just 
bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.’

19 “Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way 
to try them out. Please excuse me.’

20 “Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’
21 “The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the 

owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly 
into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, 

the blind and the lame.’
22 “‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is 

still room.’
23 “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and 

country lanes and compel them to come in, so that my house will be 
full. 24 I tell you, not one of those who were invited will get a taste of my 

banquet.’”



An Invitation
Invitations, excuses, inclusion, and exclusion--a basic summary of the 
parable. Jesus is addressing the Pharisees and attempting to humble 
them. Often in Scripture, feast references are metaphors for the 
Kingdom of God. Feasts were a social high point, often requiring 
multiple invitations. The invited guests gave lame excuses and were 
individuals concerned more with their possessions than attending a 
banquet. The servant was then sent out to bring in the poor and 
crippled, and then sent out to the roads and country, to include all. 
Finally, Jesus excludes those who rejected the invitation.
Just as the banquet offer was free, so is the offer of salvation. We’re 
invited to trust in the Lord with all our heart to be saved from our sins 
and partake of an eternal feast. Have you accepted the invitation? Are 
you still waiting to RSVP? Or have you already declined?

When the servant was called to bring more to the table, he was told 
to bring all. There were no required characteristics or background 
checks; invitations were based on the host’s goodwill.
God’s invitation for salvation is the same. It’s a standing invitation and 
can be accepted at anytime by anyone willing to accept it.

Application
Will you be ready when the servant calls you? The unwell could have 
made excuses. The lame could have said, “No, I can’t come it hurts 
too much to walk.” Are your excuses as lame to God as those in the 
parable? What’s your field, oxen, or wife? Are you like the servant who 
goes to uncomfortable places for the Master to bring all to the table? 
God has room for all.

Sometimes, we refuse an invitation. We cannot help at our child’s 
school or get together with friends. But do we ever tell God we cannot, 
when really we will not?



18Luke 14:25-33 (NIV)
Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 

26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife 
and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a 

person cannot be my disciple. 27 And whoever does not carry their cross 
and follow me cannot be my disciple.

28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down 
and estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to 

complete it? 29 For if you lay the foundation and are not able to finish 
it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 30 saying, ‘This person began to 

build and wasn’t able to finish.’
31 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he 

first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten 
thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty 

thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is 
still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, 

those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my 
disciples.



The Cost of Discipleship
Discipleship is a very “Christian” word, but a lot of Christians do not 
know how to actively be a true disciple. What does it mean for you to 
be a disciple? Jesus had 12 disciples, all who followed Him to do the 
works of and glorify God. Being a disciple does not mean you must be 
the closest person to Jesus there ever was, but rather means that you 
strive to be closer to Him, like Jesus’ 12 closest friends in His thirties. 
Do you not inquire about what you do before you do it? Before taking 
a job, do you not ask what the pay is, take into account how far the 
drive is, and most importantly, consider whether this job fulfills your 
purpose within the Kingdom? We would do everything on that list. 
Carrying our own cross is so important, even when we are aware we 
could be ridiculed and judged. Being a disciple means seeing that 
Jesus is worth anything and everything, especially when we feel we 
are nothing. The cost of discipleship is knowing you could lose 
everything, but also knowing you gain everything you could ever 
need.

Application
Again, what does it mean for you to be a disciple of the one true King? 
How can you actively pursue being a disciple of Jesus? 
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 “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 

35 It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out.

“Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”



Salt
In ancient days, pure salt was hard to find. More often than not, it 
contained impurities, which would dissolve and leave residue in the 
container in which it was held, thereby leaving the salt flavorless and 
worthless. It was salt that “lost its saltiness.” In these verses, Jesus is 
comparing His disciples who do not live out the values of the Kingdom 
with unsalty salt--salt that cannot fulfill its purpose. Unfaithful. If we don’t 
retain a devoted spirit of self sacrifice and fulfill our purpose of 
flavoring His kingdom with His truths, then we, hypothetically, should 
be thrown out like the unsalty salt.  
In reality, salt - PURE SALT - cannot lose its flavor, or it simply wouldn’t 
be salt. The good news is that even though the world may deem us 
worthless, God will never cast us out and call us useless.

Psalm 94:14 (NIV)
14 For the Lord will not reject His people;
    He will never forsake His inheritance.

Salt is also known for its preservative qualities. Its ability to preserve 
food was a founding contributor to the development of civilization.  We 
should also look at this as a call to preserve His kingdom, spreading 
the gospel and fulfilling the purpose He has set before us.

Application
Are there any areas in your life that you feel have become flavorless 
or lost their saltiness?
 How can you make it salty again?
It is overwhelming to think of all the help that the world needs to 
preserve His kingdom. Don’t get bogged down with trying to make a 
grand gesture; remember, a bunch of little things often add up to one 
great thing. What small steps can you take today to help preserve His 
kingdom?
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Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear 
Jesus. 2 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This 

man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”
3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a  hundred 
sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the         ninety-nine in 

the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And when 
he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he 

calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have 
found my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more 
rejoicing in heaven over one    sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 

righteous persons who do not need to repent.



Shrek the Sheep
Shrek the sheep was a Merino ram belonging to Bendigo Station, a 
sheep station in New Zealand. He became famous in 2004 when he 
was found after hiding out in caves for six years. When he was finally 
shorn, his fleece weighed an amazing sixty pounds. Most sheep have 
a fleece weighing closer to ten pounds. For six years, Shrek carried six 
times the regular weight of his normal fleece, simply because he was 
away from his shepherd’s care.

In Luke 15: 3, Jesus talks about a sheep that has wandered away and 
the shepherd’s relentless pursuit of that singular sheep. It’s not clear if 
the sheep even knows it is lost or wants to be found. It’s also not 
stated how long it takes for the shepherd to find the sheep – it could 
be the same day the sheep went missing, or it could be much longer 
than even the six years it took for Shrek’s shepherd to find him.

Often we are like Shrek – we have wandered or run away from the 
Shepherd. The longer we avoid the Good Shepherd’s care, the more 
we’re going to accumulate extra weight in this world.

When Shrek was found, a professional sheep shearer took care of 
Shrek’s sixty pound fleece in twenty-eight minutes.  All it took from 
Shrek was coming home to his shepherd, and the shepherd took care 
of the rest.
 Application
Christ can lift the burdens we carry, if only we stop hiding. He can 
shave off our “fleece,” the sin and burdens that have accumulated by 
wandering away from our Good Shepherd.  He doesn’t even need 
twenty-eight minutes to restore us – it happens the instant we respond 
to His loving call and care. Let’s join in seeking those who need the 
Shepherd and rejoicing whole-heartedly with each one that is found!



21Luke 15:8-10 (NIV)
When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away 

from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all his 
companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 10 and so 

were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners.

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for 
people.”



Money/Possessions
In the parable of the lost coin, Jesus tells a familiar story that most 
everyone can relate to. We all recognize the feelings that the woman 
in the story experiences. 

A Palestinian custom that is still practiced today is women receiving 10 
silver coins as a wedding gift. It is quite possible that the lost coin in 
the parable was part of a dowry given to the woman, therefore giving 
the coins sentimental value alongside monetary value. 

Note the intensity of the search that the woman is conducting. She is 
searching for something that has great sentimental value to her. And 
when she finds it she calls her neighbors to celebrate with her. 

There is a Jewish story that parallels this parable and perhaps was 
used as a springboard for Jesus’ teaching. It is based on Proverbs 
2:4, which is about searching God’s word as if searching for silver or 
hidden treasures. The reward for such intensive search is finding the 
wisdom and knowledge of God. The woman who was searching for 
her coin is like someone who is searching the Word of God for life. 

Application
God’s word gives light to both this world and the next. When we 
search and find the great treasures that the Bible contains, we will gain 
a bit of the knowledge of God. Let us be people who are intensely on 
a treasure hunt for the gifts that the Bible contains! Continue to stay 
consistent in doing these devotions!   
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Luke 15:11-24 (NIV)

Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one 
said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided 

his property between them.
13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off 
for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 

14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole 
country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out 
to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He 
longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no 

one gave him anything.
17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 

servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 
18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no 
longer    worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired 

servants.’
 20 So he got up and went to his father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled 
with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him 

and kissed him.
21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 

you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put 

it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 
23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 
24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 

found.’ So they began to celebrate.



The Lost Sons
The title that headlines the story found in Luke 15:11-24 often reads: 
“The parable of the Lost Son”. I think it should be revised to read the 
“Parable of the Lost Sons.” The relationship that the boys had with their 
father is complicated and broken at both ends. The sons saw their 
father as an employer and money manager rather than as a father. 
First, the young son, the prodigal, makes a request to have the 
inheritance divided up before the father has died. This would have 
been akin to to the younger son wishing his father was dead. The 
boys knew about the financial gain their dad had in store for them. 
Both sons would have received the inheritance at the same time, 
regardless of whoever initiated the transaction. The older brother 
should have mediated and mended the relationships, but perhaps his 
financial benefit explains his lack of action.
Second, the prodigal went and turned his inheritance into cash by 
selling it. The buyers would not have been able to take possession of 
the items until after the father had died, however. Such an action would 
have been a constant reminder that the father’s things were actually 
someone else’s upon his death. 

Application
We can see the theology that Jesus was teaching in this story. The 
father resembles our Heavenly Father, Who allows His children free 
will. We have the opportunity to choose even when we make the 
wrong choice. Some of us make decisions like the younger son, 
wanting to do things our own way. Others are more like the older son, 
obedient but concerned only about their own self-righteousness. The 
caring parent is always waiting and willing to help the children with 
their individual needs. The father of the parable is willing to give all for 
the well-being of his boys. Isn’t that exactly what God has done for you 
and me? Thank Him for patiently waiting for you with open arms, 
wanting a real and genuine relationship with YOU. 



23Luke 15:25-32 (NIV)
“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, 
he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked 

him what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he 
replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him 

back safe and sound.’
28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his 

father went out and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, 
‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your 

orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could 
celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has 

squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the 
fattened calf for him!’

31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and 
everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, 

because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and 
is found.’”



Let’s Celebrate!
When one of our grandchildren has a birthday we always celebrate! 
We call the aunts and uncles, moms and dads, and all the cousins. We 
find a time that works for everyone. We plan the food and search for 
the best present we can find. Why? Because we love them so much. 
It’s not because they’re perfect. It is not because they spend their lives 
honoring and serving us. It’s because we love them. The celebration is 
an expression of our unconditional love for that child.

In today’s reading, we see a father eager to throw a party for a son 
who could not deserve it less. Jesus wanted to make the point that the 
Father’s love is present, whether we’ve done most things right, or if 
we’ve done everything wrong. It’s not dependent on our past 
actions or intentions. His love was there before we realized it, and it’s 
still there if we don’t realize it. God is like the father in Luke 15. The 
father is looking for his son’s return. The father runs to him and throws 
his arms around him, not waiting for the son to apologize, not asking 
what he did with his inheritance, just loving him. Unconditional, 
underserved, unending love. 

It’s like this chorus:
Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God
Oh, it chases me down, fights ‘til I’m found, leaves the ninety-nine
I couldn’t earn it, and I don’t deserve it, still, you give Yourself away
Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God

Application
Today, think about when you first realized God’s great love for you. If 
you can’t identify a day or you’re not sure that He does love you, 
begin by asking Him to reveal Himself to you. He is awaiting that 
invitation from you. He is longing to throw His arms around you and 
welcome you home.
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Luke 16:1-9 (NIV)

Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused 
of wasting his possessions. 2 So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is 

this I hear about you? Give an account of your 
management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’

3 “The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is 
taking away my job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to 
beg— 4 I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here,   people will 

welcome me into their houses.’
5 “So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How 

much do you owe my master?’
6 “‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied.

“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it 
four hundred and fifty.’

7 “Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’

“‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied.

“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’
8 “The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted 
shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in  dealing with 
their own kind than are the people of the light. 9 I tell you, use worldly 
wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be 

welcomed into eternal dwellings.



Honesty
Have you ever been caught being less than honest? It could be at 
your job, in your marriage, with your kids, or with your friends. The 
manager had seen that his job was no longer his and had a change of 
heart. He gave the people a change of contract at the time of harvest 
so that they would owe less, in hopes that someone would see how 
he had changed and would offer him a place to stay. There are 
moments in our lives to which we wish we could go back. We 
wanted to do better, be better, have better, yet we weren’t better. In 
some moments, God was not represented in the way He should have 
been. Any and every moment can be a moment to represent the King. 
We hope that comment we made doesn’t come around and those 
rumors we were a part of aren’t discovered. In this instance, the wealth 
was used for all the people and not a specific person or cause--the 
wealth was for good.

Application
Are there areas in your life in which you could be more honest?
 
Has that little white lie overtaken your mind, body, and soul? 

Be honest with yourself, the person, the situation or whatever it may 
be; it will not feel right until you confront it. Ask God for forgiveness in 
these situations. 



25Luke 16:10-15 (NIV)
“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, 

and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 
11 So if you have not been trustworthy in handling  worldly wealth, who 
will trust you with true riches? 12 And if you have not been trustworthy 
with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own?
13 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love 
the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the  other. You 

cannot serve both God and money.”
14 The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at 
Jesus. 15 He said to them, “You are the ones who justify yourselves in the 
eyes of others, but God knows your hearts. What people value highly is 

detestable in God’s sight.



God’s Economy
Have you known someone who doesn’t use their full potential or their 
materials to the fullest?  Our society is full of wants and forgets about 
our needs. When we have a lot, we take it for granted. When we have 
a little, we complain and shake our fists at God. Our God is a jealous 
God; He desires our undivided attention. God expects us to have faith 
that we will get out of the routine we are caught in, rather that skipping 
time with Him, misaligning our priorities, or even not thanking Him for 
all He does for us. Faith is defined as “complete trust of confidence in 
someone or something, or strong belief in God.” It can be as “easy” to 
get right with God as it was to get wrong with God. It is effortless to get 
caught up in the broken world we live in, but remember God’s 
resources are infinite. God will provide exactly what you need, when 
you need it and not a second before. 

Application
With that being said, where in your life are you holding your faith back?

“You cannot serve God and Money” (Matthew 6:26), I cannot serve 
God and ______ in my life. I cannot serve both God and pride. I 
cannot serve both God and my job. I cannot serve both God and 
image. I cannot serve both God and success. I cannot serve both God 
and anything else, period. God doesn’t leave any room for confusion 
in the commandment “You shall have no other gods before Me” 
(Exodus 20:3).
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Luke 16:16-31 (NIV)

“The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John. Since that time, 
the good news of the kingdom of God is being preached, and 

everyone is forcing their way into it. 17 It is easier for heaven and earth to 
disappear than for the least stroke of a pen to drop out of the Law.

18 “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman     commits 
adultery, and the man who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

The Rich Man and Lazarus
19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and 

lived in luxury every day. 20 At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, 
covered with sores 21 and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s 

table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.
22 “The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him 

to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, 
where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with 
Lazarus by his side. 24 So he called to him, ‘Father    Abraham, have pity 
on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his  finger in water and cool 

my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’25 “But Abraham replied, 
‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while 
Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in 
agony. 26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been 
set in place, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor 

can anyone cross over from there to us.’27 “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, 
father, send Lazarus to my family, 28 for I have five brothers. Let him 
warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’

29 “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen 
to them.’30 “‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the 

dead goes to them, they will repent.’
31 “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they 

will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’”



Appearances
Can’t you just picture the beggar covered with sores and so crippled 
that he had to be laid at the gate of Lazarus? To make him even more 
unattractive, the dogs would lick his sores! I can just see some of you 
reeling with weak stomachs at the thought. Then there is the rich man. 
A gate around his house means that he was very wealthy, indeed, and 
could afford this extravagant way to protect his home and family. Jesus 
also gives us insight into the man’s wealth by describing his purple 
clothes and fine linen. All this finery would have made the rich man 
look quite attractive to the average passerby. 

But there was more to the story of both men than meets the eye. For 
the rich man to end up in Hades, tormented day and night, he must 
have ignored the words of Moses and the godly prophets of his day. 
He might have looked good to those around him but inside was a 
heart far from God. In contrast, this weak, dirty, unattractive and poor 
man must have put his full trust in the words of God’s prophets. His 
love of God and God’s Word could not be seen from the outside, but it 
ran deep on the inside.

Application
Would you rather look good on the outside and have your peers tell 
you so, or look good on the inside and have Jesus say, “Well done, 
good and faithful servant?” How we answer that question tells us a lot 
about our hearts.
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Luke 17:1-10 (NIV)

Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to stumble are bound 
to come, but woe to anyone through whom they come. 2 It would be 

better for them to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around 
their neck than to cause one of these little ones to 

stumble. 3 So watch yourselves.

“If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they 
repent, forgive them. 4 Even if they sin against you seven times in a day 

and seven times come back to you saying ‘I repent,’ you must forgive 
them.”

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”
6 He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to 
this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey 

you.
7 “Suppose one of you has a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. 
Will he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along 

now and sit down to eat’? 8 Won’t he rather say, 
‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and 
drink; after that you may eat and drink’? 9 Will he thank the servant 

because he did what he was told to do? 10 So you also, when you have done 
everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we 

have only done our duty.’”



Relationships
Relationships are a beautiful and necessary part of life. But they can 
be tough, some tougher than others, and the only thing we can do is 
control our side. There are some people in my life with whom it takes 
everything I have and goes against my every instinct to live 
harmoniously together. Even so, I know that I can only control myself 
and my response. 

As humans, we often react without thinking, and that can cause others 
to fall into the temptation of sin. 

This passage says if you are sinned against and the offender offers a 
sincere apology, then you are called to forgive them, no matter how 
many times a day you are wronged. It’s an exhausting task to handle, 
which is why we need to ask for strength and an increasing faith, like 
the apostles (see verse 5).  Following verse 3,  we also need to be 
aware of when we need to offer forgiveness to others. We do this not 
because we expect anything in return from anyone, but because it’s 
our duty. When we do what we are told to do without expectations, 
then we can be the example of obedience and peaceful living with 
others that God calls us to be.

Application
It is easy to blame others for not getting along, but we need to look in 
the mirror sometimes and say, “What have I done to cause this, or what 
can I do to fix this?”

Are there any tough relationships in your life that need to be repaired?

What is the next best step to start the process of restoration?



28 Luke 17:11-19 (NIV)
 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border 

between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was going into a village, ten men 
who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance 13 and called out in a 

loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”
14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as 

they went, they were cleansed.
15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a 
loud voice. 16 He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he 

was a Samaritan.
17 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 Has 

no one returned to give praise to God except this foreigner?” 

19 Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”



Giving Thanks
For Christmas, I gave my teenage son a pair of socks designed to look 
like pepperoni pizza since that is the mainstay of his diet. He wore 
them to school but a few weeks later, I saw the socks stuffed in the 
back of the drawer. He sheepishly admitted that when the socks were 
stretched over his calves, he’d been teased by classmates saying it 
looked like he had a skin disease. He asked me to get rid of them 
because he would never wear them again.

The ten Samaritan lepers in Luke 17 had a skin disease that caused 
them to be isolated from everyone. How they wished they could cast 
off their leprosy as easily as taking off socks. Their desperation is 
evident in their cries to Jesus as He passed at a distance.  

When Jesus sent them to the priest to have their healing verified, all 
ten lepers had faith they would be healed – they had heard of Jesus’ 
healing ministry, and they took off running at His command. They were 
eager to stuff the rejection of their past life in the back of the dresser 
drawer. In their haste, they forgot the source of their healing – all 
except one, who overwhelmed with gratitude, threw himself at the feet 
of the only Priest who had the power to truly declare him clean.

Application
Jesus shows in healing the Samaritan lepers that His grace is for 
everybody. Sometimes we’d rather put as much distance between 
us and our sin-diseased lives as possible – shoving those memories 
as far back in the “sock drawer” as possible. Let’s remember to thank 
Jesus, worshipping Him promptly and loudly out of our gratitude for 
healing from skin AND sin diseases.
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 Luke 17:20-37 (NIV)

Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would 
come, Jesus replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something 
that can be observed, 21 nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ 

because the kingdom of God is in your midst.”
22 Then he said to his disciples, “The time is coming when you will long to 
see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it. 23 People 
will tell you, ‘There he is!’ or ‘Here he is!’ Do not go running off after 
them. 24 For the Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which 
flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other. 25 But first he 

must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.26 “Just as it 
was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man. 

27 People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage 
up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed 

them all.
28 “It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and 

drinking, buying and selling, planting and building. 29 But the day Lot 
left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and 

destroyed them all.30 “It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man 
is revealed. 31 On that day no one who is on the housetop, with possessions 
inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the field should go 

back for anything. 32 Remember Lot’s wife! 
33 Whoever tries to keep their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life 
will preserve it. 34 I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; 
one will be taken and the other left. 35 Two women will be grinding grain 

together; one will be taken and the other left.” [36] 
37 “Where, Lord?” they asked. He replied, “Where there is a dead body, 

there the vultures will gather.”



All of the Sudden
In my first Michigan winter I was out walking with my wife, and 
unbeknownst to me, under the snow was a frozen puddle. When I 
stepped on it, life instantly went in a new direction. Everything changed 
without warning, and there was no flailing of arms or efforts to stop my 
fall; I simply realized I was slipping, and then whump, I was on my back, 
and my bride was standing over me dying laughing. My hands were 
still in my jacket pockets, as I had fallen and couldn’t get my hands 
out...I had fallen and couldn’t get up. It happened so fast that I couldn’t 
do anything about it. I was reminded of this when I read this passage 
from Luke 17:20-37.

I described my fall as happening “so fast I couldn’t do anything about 
it.” That sentiment will hold true for the day of the Lord as well. Jesus is 
unquestionably clear in this passage, and He uses well known 
historical events where unexpected disaster fell onto sinful people. 
He did this to cite how fast things will happen on that day of the Lord. 
There is a sense of urgency in everyday, ordinary moments when we 
know that the thing we are presently doing could be our final action in 
this life.
 
Application
Do you have a sense of gospel urgency in your daily life?
 If not, why? 
 Are you counting on being able to get to it later? 

I would encourage you to stop procrastinating in having an urgent 
sense of Christ being near. Be faithful in every little detail of your life, 
and live with the knowledge that we are able to control this one 
moment we are in. Act now! 



30 Luke 18:1-8 (NIV)
Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should 

always pray and not give up. 2 He said: “In a certain town there was a 
judge who neither feared God nor cared what people thought. 

3 And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the 
plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’

4 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though 
I don’t fear God or care what people think, 5 yet because this widow keeps 
bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually 

come and attack me!’”
6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not 
God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and 
night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that they 

get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find 
faith on the earth?”



Persistent Prayer
Some may call this widow’s behavior nagging, which means 
constantly harassing someone to do something, but if you look a little 
closer, there is a difference between nagging and being persistent. 
Persistence is continuing firmly or stubbornly in a course of action in 
spite of difficulty or opposition. The Greek word for persistence in this 
context is αναίδεια (an-ah’-ee-die-ah’) which translates to shameless 
or unembarrassed boldness. The widow in this parable had everything 
stacked against her. She was alone and helpless and had to convince 
an unjust judge to give her justice. By unashamedly approaching the 
judge she managed to persuade him to grant her justice. 

I hear my kids say all of the time, “That’s not fair because (fill in the 
blank).” I’m sure you’ve heard it many times or have even been caught 
saying it yourself. But here’s the deal, if an unworthy judge who doesn’t 
care for anyone but himself can be persuaded by persistence, then 
how much more will God answer our prayers? He isn’t like the unjust 
judge. He doesn’t need to be pestered to give into answering our 
prayers. He will not hold back His support of His beloved children 
when we pray for what is right! When we align our will with God’s, 
believe that no prayer will go unanswered.

Application
Reflect today on the prayers you’ve been praying. Compare them with 
the truths and promises that God spells out for us throughout the Bible.  

 Are your prayers aligned with the Will of God?

 Are you being persistent with your prayers and approaching   
 God with shameless boldness?

Thank God for His Justice and all the ways that He has shown you 
mercy.



31 Luke 18:9-14 (NIV)
To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down 

on everyone else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the 
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The 

Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not 
like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax 

collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’
13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to 
heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’

14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home 
justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, 

and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”



Authenticity
I remember as a child going with my mom to hear certain speakers at 
church or community events. As a “farm girl” who didn’t get out much, 
I would be impressed if the speaker was flashy or charming. My mom, 
however, had an uncanny ability to sense who was authentic and who 
was putting on a show. Mom could sense if someone’s voice or 
mannerisms were different in the public arena than they were in 
private, and sometimes she would say, “They just want to be seen.” 
Often her “sniff test,” as I came to call it, would prove to be true, and 
inauthenticity would come to light.  

In the story of the Pharisee and the tax collector (who for me will 
always be known as the publican!), Jesus applies a similar “sniff test.” 
The Pharisee “just wanted to be seen,” while the tax collector stood 
out of view and acknowledged who he really was – a sinner in need 
of God’s mercy, which is about as authentic as anyone could get.  

Many people are called to roles that place them in front of groups of 
people to speak or lead, using God-given gifts to lead others into a 
closer walk with God. Jesus himself often addressed the masses. The 
“sniff test” is one that addresses motives, and often impure motives 
leak through even the most eloquent of presentations. No matter 
our position, God seeks a humble heart that recognizes the need for 
God’s mercy and seeks to serve Him out of gratitude and praise.

Application
I Samuel 16: 7b reminds us, “The Lord does not look at the things 
people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looks at the heart.” Examine your own heart today and ask God to 
reveal any motives that aren’t of Him.
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 Luke 18:15-30 (NIV)

People were also bringing babies to Jesus for him to place his hands on 
them. When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called 
the children to him and said, “Let the little children come to me, and do 
not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 17 Truly 

I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little 
child will never enter it.”

The Rich and the Kingdom of God
18 A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?” 19 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is 
good—except God alone. 20 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not 
commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not 

give false testimony, honor your father and mother.’”
21 “All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said.

22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell 
everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven. Then come, follow me.” 23 When he heard this, he became very 
sad, because he was very wealthy. 24 Jesus looked at him and said, “How 

hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! 
25 Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 

for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”
26 Those who heard this asked, “Who then can be saved?”

27 Jesus replied, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.”
28 Peter said to him, “We have left all we had to follow you!”

29 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home or 
wife or brothers or sisters or parents or children for the sake of the king-
dom of God 30 will fail to receive many times as much in this age, and in 

the age to come eternal life.”



Approaching Jesus
Jesus corrects the disciples by telling them not to hinder the children 
from coming to Him, for only those who receive the Kingdom of God 
like a child will enter it. Despite our good intentions, do we, like the 
disciples, ever prevent people from getting closer to Jesus?

Why do parents teach children not to take candy from strangers? 
Because children have a simple, receptive faith; when offered a gift, 
they take it freely without contemplating “the catch” or repayment. To 
enter eternity, we must recognize that the Kingdom of God is a free 
gift, attained only through the recognition of a complete helplessness 
and dependency on God.

When inquiring about eternal life, the ruler calls Jesus “Good teacher.” 
Jesus counters with questions to determine how the ruler views Jesus 
and himself. Does the ruler believe Jesus is good or not good? The 
ruler tells Jesus that he has kept the commandments, indicating he 
doesn’t need to change. Jesus tells the ruler to sell his possessions 
and follow Him, challenging the ruler’s priorities. Hidden in the text, we 
see the ruler breaking the first and second commandments. 
Possessions and wealth were his idol and God. Are we ever like the 
ruler and blind to our sins?

Application
Scripture uses the commandments as a mirror to help us recognize 
our sins (Romans 3:20), making us aware of our need for change and 
the forgiveness of our sins. Unless we are willing to submit to God, 
allow Him to transform us, and put Him above all else, we become the 
ruler rejecting eternity. The ruler refused to give up his possessions; 
what are you not willing to give up for God?



33 Luke 18:31-34 (NIV)
Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We are going up to 

Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about the Son 
of Man will be fulfilled. 32 He will be delivered over to the 

Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him and spit on him; 33 they will flog 
him and kill him. On the third day he will rise again.”

34 The disciples did not understand any of this. Its meaning was 
hidden from them, and they did not know what he was talking about.



When We Don’t Understand
I sometimes try to imagine what it would be like to be one of Jesus’ 
chosen disciples. Would I feel inadequate, arrogant, or somewhere 
in between? I often view His disciples as someone who must have a 
great understanding of Scripture and a better understanding of the life 
of Jesus. Jesus picked them, right? They must have some character 
trait or knowledge base that I don’t have. 

Verse 34 says they did not know what He was talking about. They 
were human. They did not understand what was happening or why. 
They did not understand that Jesus must be betrayed, handed over to 
the Gentiles, mocked, insulted, spit on, flogged, killed, and 
ultimately, would rise again on the third day. They did not understand 
that this all was going to happen to fulfill what was prophesied in the 
Old Testament. This all HAD to happen. Despite not knowing what he 
was talking about, they trusted Jesus and followed, just like they did 
when He called them to be His disciples.

I don’t think the Gentiles knew that by mocking, insulting, flogging, and 
killing Jesus they were also part of this Old Testament prophecy being 
fulfilled.They thought they were only making an example of just 
another Jew. The Gentiles didn’t understand either

Application
There are many things in life that I don’t understand. Sometimes I wish 
I understood why things were happening, and then I remember that 
God works for the good of ALL His people, not just some of them. We 
have a God who is so much bigger than anything we can 
comprehend. I pray that if you are feeling lost, or don’t know why 
something is happening in your life right now, you do what the 
disciples did: trust and follow.



34 Luke 18:35-43 (NIV)
As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside 
begging. 36 When he heard the crowd going by, he asked what was 
happening. 37 They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.”

38 He called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
39 Those who led the way rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he 

shouted all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”
40 Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to him. When he came 

near, Jesus asked him, 41 “What do you want me to do for you?”

“Lord, I want to see,” he replied.
42 Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has healed you.” 43 
Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, praising God. When 

all the people saw it, they also praised God.



Why Do We Need to Pray?
Have you ever asked or heard the question, “What is prayer for? 
Doesn’t God already know everything?” This passage sheds some 
light on that question. 
Over the last few days in Luke, we have seens Jesus making a 
distinction between the world’s value system and God’s. Jesus 
applauded the persistent widow, the humble tax collector, and the little 
children, while challenging the rich young ruler and rebuking the proud 
Pharisee. But here on His journey we find that those around Him 
haven’t quite learned what matters to Him. As a poor blind man calls 
out to Jesus, those leading the way tell the beggar to be quiet. Like 
the widow who refused to stop bringing her case before the judge, 
this blind man is undeterred. He shouts even louder. When the blind 
man uses the phrase “Jesus, Son of David,” he is declaring that he 
believes that Jesus is the Messiah. The Old Testament prophecies 
said that the Savior would be from the line of David and would be the 
King who would rule forever. It is interesting that the blind man saw 
who Jesus was more clearly than the teachers of the Law did. 

Jesus hears the man’s persistence and declaration of faith. Then, 
Jesus asks the man what he wants. Why? Jesus knows all. I think we 
can apply this to prayer. There is a work done in our hearts when we 
acknowledge who God is and call out to Him for mercy, verbalizing our 
needs. This poor man did not use any fancy words or religious 
ceremony: “Lord, I want to see.” 

Application
Bring your needs to the Lord today, believe in His power, and trust in 
His goodness.



35 Luke 19:1-10 (NIV)
Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the 
name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He 
wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see 

over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see 
him, since Jesus was coming that way.

5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house 
today.” 6 So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly.

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the 
guest of a sinner.”

8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now 
I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody 

out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.”
9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this 

man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to 
save the lost.”



Zacchaeus 
Have you felt lost? I mean, really lost. Nowhere to go or to hide. I think 
we all have at one time or another. Zacchaeus, a Jewish man, was 
a rich chief tax collector, small in stature and curious to see who this 
Jesus was. The people were outraged as Jesus asked to stay with 
Zacchaeus, a tax collector, instead of staying with a righteous and 
more respectable person. Tax collectors were seen as the lowest of 
the low and cheated the people they collected from, keeping extra for 
themselves and not following the Law. 

The people were probably wondering why they weren’t chosen to 
house Jesus, but Jesus had a plan. He came specifically to find 
Zacchaeus and to seek out his salvation. We can be lost, beaten 
down, broken hearted with no open road to get onto, and Jesus will 
be patiently waiting for our acceptance of His never ending love and 
praise. We can feel unworthy, lonely, selfish and simply not enough, 
and Jesus wants us to grab His hand, because He came for us, the 
lost. Following Matthew 20:28, “Just as the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

Application
The person you are today you don’t have to be for the rest of your life, 
but you must be willing to change. The truth is, He doesn’t care about 
what shape you show up in, for the ability you have to say “yes” to 
being found is enough. 

Take time in your day or week to step back and seek where you’ve 
been lost in your relationship, and get right with God in your heart. 
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While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, 
because he was near Jerusalem and the people thought that the 

kingdom of God was going to appear at once. 12 He said: “A man of noble 
birth went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then 
to return. 13 So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. 

‘Put this money to work,’ he said, ‘until I come back.’
14 “But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We 

don’t want this man to be our king.’ 15 “He was made king, 
however, and returned home. Then he sent for the servants to whom he 
had given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it. 

16 “The first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more.’ 
17 “‘Well done, my good servant!’ his master replied. ‘Because you have 
been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.’ 18 

“The second came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned five more.’ 19 “His 
master answered, ‘You take charge of five cities.’ 20 “Then another servant 
came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a piece 
of cloth. 21 I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out 
what you did not put in and reap what you did not sow.’ 22 “His master 
replied, ‘I will judge you by your own words, you  wicked servant! You 

knew, did you, that I am a hard man, taking out what I did not put in, 
and reaping what I did not sow? 23 Why then didn’t you put my money 
on deposit, so that when I came back, I could have collected it with in-

terest?’ 24 “Then he said to those standing by, ‘Take his mina away from 
him and give it to the one who has ten minas.’ 25 “‘Sir,’ they said, ‘he 

already has ten!’ 26 “He replied, ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more 
will be given, but as for the one who has nothing, even what they have 

will be taken away. 27 But those enemies of mine who did not want me to 
be king over them—bring them here and kill them in front of me.’”



Use it or Lose it!
If you don’t use it, you lose it. We’ve all heard this before, and it fits 
so well with the parable in these verses. The king gave his servants 
money to invest well to grow for him, similar to the way God gave us 
the gifts of our time, treasure, talents, and bodies.  Maybe you struggle 
with not feeling like enough, or that what you are given isn’t very useful 
or enough to fulfill the plans YOU have. So you put it aside and wait for 
something more, almost in rebellion. The problem is, we are called to 
be faithful with the little we are entrusted (verse 7) and to use well what 
we are given, so that God can trust us with more for His kingdom
(verse 26).  We are also told that by doing nothing, the little we do 
have will be taken away. You see, to God, even the little that you think 
is insignificant is extremely significant to fulfill HIS plans. We are called 
to steward, or manage, our time, treasure, talents, and bodies well for 
Him.

Application
Take some time to reflect on different areas of your life.  

Do you feel you are managing them wisely, the way God calls us to?

Are there any areas where you’ve maybe become careless or 
reckless?

When you pray over this, thank God for the many blessings in your life, 
even the ones you have yet acknowledge. Ask Him to reveal to you 
the areas that you need to spend a little extra time in to understand 
their significance.
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After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As 
he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of 
Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go to the village 
ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which 
no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, 

‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’”
32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 

33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you 
untying the colt?” 34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 35 They brought 

it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As he went 
along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 37 When he came near the 
place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of 
disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles 

they had seen: 38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39 Some of the Pharisees in the 

crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 40 “I tell you,” he 
replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 41 As he approached 

Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 42 and said, “If you, even you, 
had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is 

hidden from your eyes. 43 The days will come upon you when your enemies 
will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in 
on every side. 44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the children 
within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you 

did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.”
Jesus at the Temple

45 When Jesus entered the temple courts, he began to drive out those who 
were selling. 46 “It is written,” he said to them, “‘My house will be a house 

of prayer’; but you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’”
47 Every day he was teaching at the temple. But the chief priests, the 

teachers of the law and the leaders among the people were trying to kill 
him. 48 Yet they could not find any way to do it, because all the people 

hung on his words.



Palms
The story of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem is told in all four of 
the Gospels. Luke’s Gospel does not specifically mention hosannas 
or palm branches but does share the adulation of the crowds as they 
spread their cloaks and raised their palms in reverence and worship. 
Just a few days later, their palms would clench in raised fists as they 
shouted, “Crucify him!”  

We use our palms in positive ways, to welcome others with hugs and 
handshakes, to raise in worship, and to accomplish many tasks to care 
for our loved ones. But not everything we do with our palms is 
wonderful, is it? We can be just like the people in Jesus’ day, waving 
our palms and praising God one minute and shaking our fists and 
hurting others the next. What about Jesus’ palms? In this text, He used 
them to drive out the moneychangers in the temple to protect it from 
defilement. So often in His ministry He touched those who needed
healing with His palms. He clasped His palms in prayer and 
unwrapped the scroll to read in the temple with His palms. But the 
most important thing Jesus did with His palms was to stretch them out 
on the cross where they would be pierced through with nails. He took 
all our sins upon Him so that we could be forgiven and have new life. 

Application
Jesus, 

Thank You that Your palms are open and waiting for us to come into 
Your arms of love. Help us to use our palms to worship You and work 
in Your kingdom. 

Amen.
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One day as Jesus was teaching the people in the temple courts and 
proclaiming the good news, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, 
together with the elders, came up to him. 2 “Tell us by what authority 

you are doing these things,” they said. “Who gave you this authority?” 3 
He replied, “I will also ask you a question. Tell me: 4 John’s baptism—was 

it from heaven, or of human origin?”
5 They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From 

heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Why didn’t you believe him?’ 6 But if we say, ‘Of 
human origin,’ all the people will stone us, because they are 

persuaded that John was a prophet.” 7 So they answered, “We don’t know 
where it was from.” 8 Jesus said, “Neither will I tell you by what 

authority I am doing these things.”
The Parable of the Tenants

9 He went on to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, 
rented it to some farmers and went away for a long time. 10 At harvest 
time he sent a servant to the tenants so they would give him some of the 

fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away 
empty-handed. 11 He sent another servant, but that one also they beat 
and treated shamefully and sent away empty-handed. 12 He sent still a 
third, and they wounded him and threw him out. 13 “Then the owner 
of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my son, whom I love; 

perhaps they will respect him.’
14 “But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter over. ‘This is 

the heir,’ they said. ‘Let’s kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 15 So 
they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.

“What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come 
and kill those tenants and give the vineyard to others.”

When the people heard this, they said, “God forbid!” 17 Jesus looked 
directly at them and asked, “Then what is the meaning of that which is 

written:
“‘The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone’?

18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on 
whom it falls will be crushed.” 19 The teachers of the law and the chief 

priests looked for a way to arrest him immediately, because they knew he 
had spoken this parable against them. But they were afraid of the people.



Authority
When Jesus is questioned about His authority, the teachers of the law 
were inquiring about Jesus’ background--how He became educated, 
and how He exercised authority to teach about what was right and 
wrong. In their society, those privileges were reserved for those who 
were ordained - the Rabbis. Luke tells us that just prior to this 
questioning, Jesus had cleared the temple of those who were 
selling and changing money. Jesus was using authority to judge a 
wrong based on Scripture. By doing so, He was disrupting the silent 
money-making business of the Sadducees. The Sadducees were the 
priests and leaders in charge of the temple. It was their responsibility 
to keep unholiness and false teachings from perverting their religion. 
Jesus was beginning to expose their corruption.

When Jesus was questioned, He replied by asking them a question. 
This was a common way rabbis and educated teachers would 
discuss during this time-period, a term called remez. Jesus asks them 
a question about John the Baptist. By doing so, Jesus was quietly 
giving them an answer to their question, they just didn’t see it. When 
Jesus was baptised by John the Baptist, God visually revealed where 
Jesus received his Rabbinic authorization - directly from God. It was a 
fulfillment of the prophetic words of Isaiah 42 and is further explained 
in the transfiguration, where God says, “This is my Son, whom I have 
chosen; listen to Him.” In other words, listen to His teaching, He is 
speaking directly from Me

Application
As you and I have believed and have been given “the 
authority to be called children of God” (John 1:12), how does that 
change your view of the authority given to you? How have you been 
called to expose the hidden wrongs in your life? What are some gray 
areas in your life that are being exposed by the authority and 
conviction of the Holy Spirit that need to be changed? 
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To read the extended passage, read Luke 20:20-21:4
27 Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to 

Jesus with a question. 28 “Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for us that 
if a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife but no children, the man must 
marry the widow and raise up offspring for his brother. 29 Now there were 
seven brothers. The first one married a woman and died childless. 30 The 
second 31 and then the third married her, and in the same way the seven 
died, leaving no children. 32 Finally, the woman died too. 33 Now then, 
at the resurrection whose wife will she be, since the seven were married 
to her?” 34 Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry and are given in 
marriage. 35 But those who are considered worthy of taking part in the 

age to come and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor 
be given in marriage, 36 and they can no longer die; for they are like the 

angels. They are God’s children, since they are children of the 
resurrection. 37 But in the account of the burning bush, even Moses showed 

that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ 38 He is not the God of the dead, 

but of the living, for to him all are alive.” 39 Some of the teachers of the 
law responded, “Well said, teacher!”  40 And no one dared to ask him any 
more questions. Whose Son Is the Messiah? 41 Then Jesus said to them, “Why 
is it said that the Messiah is the son of David? 42 David himself declares in 
the Book of Psalms: “‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand 43 
until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”’ 44 David calls him 

‘Lord.’ How then can he be his son?”
Warning Against the Teachers of the Law

45 While all the people were listening, Jesus said to his disciples, 46 “Beware 
of the teachers of the law. They like to walk around in flowing robes and 

love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces and have the most 
important seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at banquets. 47 
They devour widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. These 

men will be punished most severely.”
The Widow’s Offering

21 As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts into the 
temple treasury. 2 He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper 
coins. 3 “Truly I tell you,” he said, “this poor widow has put in more than 
all the others. 4 All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but 

she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”



Trick Questions and Godly Wisdom
I love how Jesus in His teaching shows us how to meet God on His 
terms, not ours. Through parables, He teaches us how to live. In this 
passage, the teachers of the law, chief priests and sadducees are 
trying to trap Jesus into saying something that would get the Roman 
officials to take action and remove Jesus from his interactions with the 
people. Jesus knew they were trying to set Him up. He gives them 
answers that cannot be argued because they are not focused on 
following earthly rules, but rather are kingdom focused. The answers 
Jesus gave showed God’s heart, not the world’s.

Jesus warns us of such people. He warns us of people who wear 
glitzy things and say all the right things, pray the lengthy prayers, and 
follow all the rules. He says that these people will be punished most 
severely. He then tells us how to avoid this trap with the story of the 
poor widow, who gave so much more with two coins than did the 
rich with all their wealth. We need to be like the poor widow who put 
“more” in than the others. The lesson here is to know that just like 
Jesus saw through the intentions of the spies, he sees our intentions 
as well. 

Application
Who has the most influence on your life? 

Is it the world and everything it values, or is it giving God all of you, not 
just the parts you want to give? 

Do you follow the rules because you have to and think it looks good, 
or because you want to serve God and meet Him on His terms? 

I know I’m not perfect, but I pray that God will someday say, “Well 
done.”



40 Luke  21:5-11 (NIV)
Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned 

with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, 6 “As 
for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left 

on another; every one of them will be thrown down.”
7 “Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things happen? And what will 

be the sign that they are about to take place?”
8 He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come 
in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow 
them. 9 When you hear of wars and uprisings, do not be frightened. These 

things must happen first, but the end will not come right away.”
10 Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, 

famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great 
signs from heaven.



Signs of the Times
I have a love-hate relationship with the news. On one hand, I enjoy 
being informed, and I am very interested in both national and world 
events. On the other hand, sometimes I walk away feeling 
disappointed, overwhelmed, and even frightened. This hits the hardest 
when things that project security are threatened. When the 
government is in upheaval, or terrorists find a way around our 
protections and hurt people, for instance. The destruction of important 
buildings and symbols can also be very unnerving. 

For the disciples the temple was a symbol of historical, national, and 
religious importance. It was known far beyond Jerusalem for its beauty 
and majesty. Jesus’ prophecy about it must have cut to their hearts. 

The temple was indeed destroyed. In AD 70 Rome destroyed the 
temple in order to conquer and subdue those they deemed as 
rebellious Jews. The incredible temple Herod had construction was 
utterly destroyed. Burned from the inside out, the fires caused the gold 
fittings on the walls to melt into the cracks between the stones. Rome 
ordered the temple stones broken up and destroyed in order to 
pillage the gold. As Jesus said, not one stone was left on another. 

Jesus’ message to His disciples after the foreboding prophecy was to 
watch themselves so that they are not deceived. There will be terrible 
things happening that will increase in scope and force prior to the time 
when Jesus calls us all to heaven, but do not let these things become 
your focus. Don’t become so obsessed with signs that you miss what 
God wants you to do.

Application
Don’t become so paralyzed by fear that you miss out on God’s plan for 
you to share Jesus with the world around you. 

Keep your eyes on the one you can trust: Jesus. 
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“But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand 
you over to synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be brought 
before kings and governors, and all on account of my name. 13 And so 
you will bear testimony to me. 14 But make up your mind not to worry 

beforehand how you will defend yourselves. 15 For I will give you words and 
wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 

16 You will be betrayed even by parents, 
brothers and sisters, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you 
to death. 17 Everyone will hate you because of me. 18 But not a hair of 

your head will perish. 19 Stand firm, and you will win life.
20 “When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know 
that its desolation is near. 21 Then let those who are in Judea flee to the 

mountains, let those in the city get out, and let those in the country not 
enter the city. 22 For this is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all 

that has been written. 23 How dreadful it will be in those days for 
pregnant women and nursing mothers! There will be great distress in the 
land and wrath against this people. 24 They will fall by the sword and will 

be taken as prisoners to all the 
nations. Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of 

the Gentiles are fulfilled.



Trust
Seize, persecute, put in prison, betrayal, hate, dreadful, put to death. 
These are all very descriptive, not so positive words the author uses in 
this passage to describe what followers of Christ will face. This is not 
an if, but a when. It would be natural to read this passage and have a 
lot of fear about being a follower of Christ. The Bible, however, does 
not leave us without hope. God tells us not to worry because He will 
give us the words to say. God tells us to stand firm and we will win. We 
are called to suffer in His name.

Never forget that God is in control. Never forget that God is greater 
than any prosecution or hate we may face. He is greater than any 
betrayal we may experience in this life. God calls us to proclaim His 
name in the face of this persecution, hatred, and betrayal. 

Application
After reading this passage I was challenged to check my life and ask 
myself to whom or where in my life am I afraid to proclaim the news of 
Jesus due to fear. God promises to give us the words to say. It is never 
too late, no matter how many times we have been scared to proclaim 
the good news. No matter how many times we have avoided betrayal, 
prison, or even death for fear of persecution. Trust God and let Him 
give you the words to say, and proclaim the good news no matter what 
the consequences are.
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“There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, 
nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the 
sea. 26 People will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the 
world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 27 At that time they will see 

the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 When 
these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because 

your redemption is drawing near.”
29 He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. 30 

When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that sum-
mer is near. 31 Even so, when you see these things happening, you know 

that the kingdom of God is near.
32 “Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all 
these things have happened. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 

words will never pass away.
34 “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, 

drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you 
suddenly like a trap. 35 For it will come on all those who live on the face 

of the whole earth. 36 Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be 
able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to 

stand before the Son of Man.”



Keep Watch
Do you ever get bogged down by the things of this world? Is your 
heart heavy with a longing to see the Kingdom of God? As New 
Testament Christians we have the hope of the resurrection and the 
second coming of Christ. As we wait expectantly, God doesn’t promise 
this life will be easy. In fact, He promises the opposite. He encourages 
us to be in the world, but set apart. He instructs us to keep watch for 
glimpses of His Kingdom here on Earth, to pray without ceasing, and 
to work to advance His Kingdom. Keeping watch and praying must go 
together. It must be the “continual business of our lives.”2 

In Jesus’ words, “Your redemption is drawing near” (verse 28). I find 
hope in my moments of longing to see God’s Kingdom in action. In 
this context, “redemption” means deliverance on payment of a price. 
3Jesus paid the price, once and for all at Calvary. Here, Jesus looks 
forward to the final fulfillment of that deliverance.

Application
Let us keep watch until that day, and pray His Kingdom come. In your 
continual business of keeping watch against temptations of this world, 
is there any temptation you are falling into that you need to bring to 
God in prayer? Is there someone in your life who could use a friend 
like you to keep watch for them? While we wait, we can keep an eye 
out for glimpses of God’s work. When you think back on your day, did 
anything happen that had God’s fingerprints on it?

2Henry, M. Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible. Hendrickson Publishers, 2008.
1515

3Sproul, R. C. The Reformation Study Bible: English Standard Version. Orlando, FL: Reformation Trust, 
2015.
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Each day Jesus was teaching at the temple, and each evening he went out 

to spend the night on the hill called the Mount of Olives, 38 and all the 
people came early in the morning to hear him at the temple.



Power
As many Jews as could make the pilgrimage arrived in Jerusalem for 
the Passover. It was not strange for people to have to find lodging 
outside the city, much as some of us find an airbnb outside the city 
that’s hosting a concert we’re attending. While Jesus staying outside of 
the city at night isn’t surprising, the location He chose is significant. 
The Mount of Olives was just outside Jerusalem to the East, with a 
view into the temple. Olives and the olive tree were significant spiritual 
symbols in the Bible. When God cleansed the earth during the flood, 
the first sign of new life was an olive branch, brought to Noah by a 
dove, a symbol of God’s Spirit. The Holy of Holies, the place where 
God’s presence would enter and dwell in the Old Testament, was 
guarded by two cherubim carved from olive wood. The priests who 
served in the temple were anointed with olive oil.2
In the Old Testament, a prophet named Zechariah was given a vision 
by God. In one of his visions he saw two olive trees pouring oil into a 
lampstand (light). The olive trees stand for two persons: Zerubbabel, 
who symbolizes the kingly line of David, and Joshua, who stands for 
the priest. The lampstand is Jesus, the light of the world. As 
symbolized by trees pouring oil into the lampstand, Jesus is both King 
and High Priest and would become the perfect sacrifice. As we often 
discover, everything in the Old Testament leads us to Jesus. 

It makes sense, then, that as Jesus carried out His last week of 
teaching, with the shadow of crucifixion looming, He would retreat 
each night to a place of solitude. There, He could commune with God, 
being fortified by the Holy Spirit and strengthened for the task that lay 
ahead.

Application
Why do I ever think I can carry out the work God has for me, without 
the power of His Spirit? My Lord and Savoir drew every ounce of 
strength from His heavenly Father, and He continued on mission to the 
very last moment. 

 2https://theopolisinstitute.com/article/the-meaning-of-the-mount-of-olives/
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 17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it 
among you. 18 For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the 

vine until the 
kingdom of God comes.” 19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, 
and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.” 20 In the same way, after the supper he took the 
cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured 
out for you. 21 But the hand of him who is going to betray me is with 

mine on the table. 22 The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed. But 
woe to that man who betrays him!” 23 They began to question among 

themselves which of them it might be who would do this. 24 A dispute also 
arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. 

25 Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and 
those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors. 26 But 
you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be 
like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. 27 For 

who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not 
the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. 

28 You are those who have stood by me in my trials. 29 And I confer on you 
a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, 30 so that you may 
eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging 

the twelve tribes of Israel. 31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of 
you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may 
not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”

33 But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to 
death.” 34 Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows 

today, you will deny three times that you know me.”



Bookends
I lead services at a senior assisted-living facility and recently we were 
celebrating communion together. Usually, it is a very reverent event, 
but on this particular day, as the bread was being passed, a resident’s 
cell phone started ringing. He frantically tried to fish it out of his pocket. 
When he finally flipped it open, he hollered to the caller, “I’m at church 
right now!” and slammed it shut. The pianist, who had been playing 
softly in the background, had a coughing attack and could barely keep 
going. But we all forged ahead and eventually got back on track with 
the service. 

As Jesus and His disciples gathered for the Passover meal that would 
come to be called “The Last Supper,” the atmosphere was anything 
but serene. In John’s Gospel, we read about the foot-washing that 
didn’t take place until Jesus did it, and Luke tells us in this text about 
the arguing that took place regarding who was greatest among them. 
The meal was bookended by betrayal – first by Judas and later by 
Peter. Rather than being a serene meal, it was marked by chaos and 
conflict. In the midst of this, Jesus persevered, offering words of hope 
and meaning that are cornerstones of our Christian faith to this day. 

Application
Most often, it is in the chaos and conflict of our lives that Jesus speaks 
and reminds us that He is all we need. We don’t always see it at the 
moment, but as we reflect on the one whose broken body and shed 
blood represent our hope for abundant and eternal life, we see how 
He is all we need for the bookends of our lives and everything in 
between. 



45
 Luke 22:35-46 (NIV)

Then Jesus asked them, “When I sent you without purse, bag or 
sandals, did you lack anything?”

“Nothing,” they answered.
36 He said to them, “But now if you have a purse, take it, and also a bag; 

and if you don’t have a sword, sell your cloak and buy one. 
37 It is written: ‘And he was numbered with the transgressors’; and I tell 
you that this must be fulfilled in me. Yes, what is written about me is 

reaching its fulfillment.”
38 The disciples said, “See, Lord, here are two swords.”

“That’s enough!” he replied.

Jesus Prays on the Mount of Olives
39 Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples 

followed him. 40 On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you 
will not fall into temptation.” 41 He withdrew about a stone’s throw 

beyond them, knelt down and prayed, 42 “Father, if you are willing, take 
this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” 43 An angel from 

heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 
44 And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like 

drops of blood falling to the ground.
45 When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found 

them asleep, exhausted from sorrow. 46 “Why are you sleeping?” he asked 
them. “Get up and pray so that you will not fall into 

temptation.”



Warnings
When first reading these verses, they can be a bit confusing. Is Jesus 
really telling them to use swords? That seems to contradict any 
previous instruction that He had given His disciples when He originally 
sent them out on mission with nothing. They used to rely solely on the 
hospitality and kindness of people and were sufficiently provided for. 
What I think Jesus is trying to say, instead, is that things will soon be 
changing. The prophecy about His crucifixion is about to be fulfilled, 
so they should be prepared for change. The disciples need to be 
prepared to pay their own way, be prepared to encounter hatred and 
persecution when sharing the Gospel, and they would also need to be 
watchful.
Jesus commands the disciples to “Pray that you will not fall into 
temptation” (verse 40). This is how He commands us to fight our 
battles, first with prayer.
After Jesus broke down with God in prayer, He returned to find His 
disciples sleeping--SLEEPING! They were doing the exact opposite of 
what He had commanded them.  They were clearly not prepared and 
were disengaged in every way possible. They did not take the 
warning that Jesus had JUST given them.
 
Application
We can be given warnings like Jesus gave His disciples, too. God may 
intentionally put us in certain circumstances to prepare us for a trial or 
testing that is ahead, though it may be painful. It us up to us to listen 
and handle it like Jesus did, with prayer.



46
 Luke 23:13-25 (NIV)

To read the extended passage, read Luke 22:47-23:25.
Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, 14 and 

said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was inciting the peo-
ple to rebellion. I have examined him in your presence and have found no 
basis for your charges against him. 15 Neither has Herod, for he sent him 

back to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death. 
16 Therefore, I will punish him and then release him.” [17] 

18 But the whole crowd shouted, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to 
us!” 19 (Barabbas had been thrown into prison for an insurrection in the 

city, and for murder.)
20 Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. 21 But they kept 

shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!”
22 For the third time he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has this man 

committed? I have found in him no grounds for the death penalty. 
Therefore I will have him punished and then release him.”

23 But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, 
and their shouts prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided to grant their demand. 

25 He released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection 
and murder, the one they asked for, and surrendered Jesus to their will.



Freedom
Imagine sitting in a dark, dingy cell. You know it is Passover week, and your 
friends and family are celebrating together. But you, because of what you 
have done, are left alone to rot in jail. Everybody hated Rome, but you, 
Barabas, had taken things into your own hands. You fought back, leading an 
angry mob with you. Things accelerated 
quickly, and you took took someone’s life, maybe more than one. You are a 
murderer. There will be no forgiveness for you. This was not your first time 
stirring up rebellion, and to be fair, murder was not something you were 
avoiding. Now, as you look at your chains and realize your fate, your stomach 
is sick. You feel hatred, regret, fear, anger, and more than anything, 
hopelessness. 

Suddenly you notice it is very noisy above you. Trapped below the city, you 
can tell there is something going on that is out of the ordinary. People are 
shouting. Barely, you make out the words. Crucify him! 
Crucify him! If there had been any hope, it is gone. Even your own people 
are shouting against you. The guard storms into your cell and pulls you up 
by the shoulder, dragging you before the angry mob. You never realized the 
shame that would accompany your horrid deed until now. 

Then, suddenly, your chains are removed. The people cheer, and your head 
is spinning. Nothing is making any sense until He catches your eye. Jesus, 
that prophet who had been healing people, preaching love for enemies, is 
dragged away to your cell. He will be put to death, and you will be set free. 
Application
What did it feel like for Barabas that day?

Each one of us can identify with him. We were guilty of sin. We were trapped 
in hatred, fear, regret, anger and hopelessness. We were subject to shame. 
Then Jesus took our place. On Him was placed our shame, our guilt, and our 
ugly sin. 

He was put to death, so you could be set free. 



47
Luke 23:32-49 (NIV)

To read the extended passage, read Luke 23:26-56 (NIV)
 32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with Jesus to be 

executed. 33 When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified 
him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his 

left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they 
are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 35 The people 
stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved 
others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” 36 The 

soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 
37 and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 38 There was 
a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the jews. 39 One 

of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the 
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other criminal rebuked him. 
“Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? 
41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But 
this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me 
when you come into your kingdom.” 43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell 

you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
The Death of Jesus

44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until 
three in the afternoon, 45 for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of 
the temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, 
into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed 

his last. 47 The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and 
said, “Surely this was a righteous man.” 48 When all the people who had 

gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they beat their breasts 
and went away. 49 But all those who knew him, including the women who 
had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.



The Crucifixion of Jesus
There has been a fair amount of recent research and discussion into 
exploring the scientific possibility of dying from a broken heart. It has 
been given the formal name of “stress or takotsubo cardiomyopathy.” It 
is a phenomena that seems to have both modern and historical roots, 
albeit without the more recent term. The research says the condition 
is usually brought on by stress related to a deep loss, separation, or 
tragedy. A couple cultural examples of this are the scene in Romeo 
and Juliet where Lady Montague is reported to have died of a broken 
heart when she learned of her son’s exile. Another is the movie “The 
Notebook,” where Noah, seemingly in better health, dies following 
Allie. They both die together from fear of losing the shared memory of 
their love story. 
Dr. Stroud3, who based his opinion on the examination of numerous 
post mortems, says that he believes Christ died from a “laceration of 
the heart” as a consequence of supreme mental agony and sorrow. It 
was not uncommon for a Roman execution to last for 2-3 days before 
death. Dr. Stroud goes on to say that there is no reason to believe 
that Christ was not physically capable of staying alive. If his theory of 
Christ dying from a broken heart is correct, it would help explain why 
Jesus died before the other two criminals. With the weight of all our sin 
upon Himself, as well as being separated from His Father, Jesus’ heart 
broke. It broke for you and for me.

Application
Psalm 34:17-18 says: “The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them; 
He delivers them from all their troubles. The Lord is close to the 
brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.”

3Stroud, William. Treatise on the Physical Cause of the Death of Christ and Its Relation to 
the Principles and Practice of Christianity, by William Stroud, ... 2nd Edition with Appendix 

Containing Letter on the Subject by Sir James Y. Simpson, ..London: Hamilton, Adams and 
Co., 1871.



48
Luke 24:13-32 (NIV)

To read the extended passage, read Luke 24:1-53 (NIV)
13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called 

Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with 
each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and 

discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked 
along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him. 17 He asked 

them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”
They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, 

asked him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know 
the things that have happened there in these days?”

19 “What things?” he asked. “About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He 
was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the 

people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced 
to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the 

one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day 
since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. 
They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. 

They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he 
was alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found 
it just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.” 25 He said to 

them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then 
enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 

explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.
28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus 
continued on as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him 

strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” 
So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, 

he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31 Then 
their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from 
their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within 
us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”



Stuck in Day 2
We know about the day of the crucifixion, and the day that Jesus 
rose from the dead. But I often wonder about day 2; the time in 
between the devastation and the good news. According to the 
world’s standards, on day two, Jesus was a failure. His ministry, His 
disciples, and all their hope in Him seemed to be futile. Satan was 
probably celebrating as well. The enemy had led the world to mock, 
abuse, and kill the Son of God. Day two must have had a darkness 
few of us could imagine. 

Sometimes we remain stuck in Day 2, like the two men on the road. 
We are overwhelmed with grief, dissapointemnt, confusion, or fear. 
We may feel that we have failed, or fear that God has failed us. The 
enemy wants us to stay in Day 2, without hope, so we may remain 
blind to what God is doing. The only remedy for this blindness is 
spending time up close with Jesus. 

When the two men got close to Jesus, they realized they were 
witnesses to the greatest victory of all time. Jesus had defeated the 
power of sin.

A number of years ago, the Lord allowed me to go through a time 
of extreme physical pain. It lasted over a year, and at times I found 
it hard to concentrate or engage with people. During that time, He 
used the pain to strip away at my heart. I was convicted of sin I 
didn’t even know I had. I spent time in confession to the Lord, and to 
those I loved. I clung to the word of God through it, but found myself 
blinded by despair. It was my husband who finally said “you have 
done the difficult work of repentance and confession, now it is time 
to rest in Him.” I remember going to my room and just telling Jesus I 
wanted to rest in Him. I cannot explain it, but His presence opened 
my eyes. He took me from the darkness of Day 2, and gave me the 
perspective of Easter morning. I could know forgiveness, peace, and 
the even purpose in the pain.

Praise God for Easter Morning!


