
Foundry Church Devotions Week 1 | April 21-27, 2019

ACTS 2:42 
THEY DEVOTED THEMSELVES TO THE APOSTLES’ TEACHING AND TO FELLOWSHIP, 

TO THE BREAKING OF BREAD AND TO PRAYER. 

DAY 1 Background 
Acts. Have you ever stopped and thought about the name of this book? Where did that name come 
from, and what does it mean? Did you know that Acts was originally a continuation, or second 
volume, to Luke’s Gospel writing? Did you know that the original title, “Acts of the Apostles,” was 
applied to the book nearly a century after it was written? Acts gets its name from the Greek word 
Praxis, meaning deeds or work of the Apostles. This title goes well with the work that Jesus 
commissioned His Twelve Apostles to do and is also a theme found in Acts 1:8: “[...] and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.”  
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Day 1 Word of God  
Acts 1:1-11 
Jesus Taken Up Into Heaven 
1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the 
day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he 
had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs 
that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of 
God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave 
Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For 
John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”


6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 
kingdom to Israel?”


7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”


9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.


10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in 
white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the 
sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way 
you have seen him go into heaven.”


Day 1 Discussion 
Luke addresses his writing to the most excellent Theophilus. Not much is known about who 
Theophilus was. We do know that the term “most excellent” was usually reserved for prominent 
leaders and Roman officials (see 23:26; 24:3). Luke writes to explain to Theophilus what Theophilus 
had been taught. And, perhaps, to help Theophilus become a believer himself.

Three of the main purposes of Luke’s writings about the Apostles’ work are:

1) To demonstrate the unstoppable progress of the Gospel and how the Holy Spirit invites everyone 
to participate, starting with Jewish roots and ending in world-wide evangelism. 

2) To present knowledge, a history and foundation of what the new and present church is to stand 
upon. 

3) To bear witness and give evidence to both Jewish and Gentile believers regarding Who Jesus was 
and Whom He claimed to be.

As the Foundry studies Acts for the next five weeks, allow the book to teach, 
encourage, and better equip you to “Know God and make Him known.” 
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Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas 
12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s 
walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. 
Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They all joined 
together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his 
brothers.


15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a hundred and 
twenty) 16 and said, “Brothers and sisters, the Scripture had to be fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit 
spoke long ago through David concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who arrested 
Jesus. 17 He was one of our number and shared in our ministry.”


18 (With the payment he received for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong, 
his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out. 19 Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so 
they called that field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.)


20 “For,” said Peter, “it is written in the Book of Psalms:


“‘May his place be deserted; 
    let there be no one to dwell in it,’

and,


“‘May another take his place of leadership.’

21 Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole time the 
Lord Jesus was living among us, 22 beginning from John’s baptism to the time when Jesus was 
taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection.”


23 So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and 
Matthias. 24 Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which of these two you 
have chosen 25 to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he 
belongs.” 26 Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven 
apostles.
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DAY 3 
Word of God Acts 2:1-13 
The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost 
2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the 
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were 
sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of 
them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 
enabled them.


5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When 
they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own 
language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes 
and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and 
converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own 
tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”


13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”


Day 3 Discussion 
It may surprise you to learn that Christians did not invent Pentecost. It is often marked as the day 
when the Church began and the Holy Spirit was given. In reality, it is much more ancient than that. 
Pentecost had been celebrated by God’s chosen people for many centuries prior as the Feast of 
Shavuot. Shavuot was to be celebrated by offering God your best and first part of your harvest 
exactly fifty days after the Passover feast. 

Shavuot was one of three festivals that God commanded the Israelites to attend at the Temple. The 
traditional reading during this feast was Exodus 19-20, which reminds the people of when God came 
and met with Moses on Mount Sinai. During this meeting, Moses received the Ten Commandments 
written on stone and further instructions on how to instruct the Israelites to live righteous and holy 
lives. It is also important to remember that God’s presence was physically experienced through 
lightning, smoke, loud noise (trumpet blasts), and thunder during this meeting. 

Pentecost echoes this event; the rabbis say that the Israelites arrived at Sinai exactly 50 days after 
they left Egypt, which was the first time they celebrated Passover. At Sinai God gave the Israelites 
the Torah in order to communicate with them so that they could become a righteous people. But, if 
you read the whole story, the Israelites failed miserably while Moses was on the mountain. They 
made an idol and worshipped it, ultimately causing 3,000 people to lose their lives because of their 
sinfulness. 

On the first new Pentecost, 50 days after Jesus was crucified (which occurred on Passover), there 
was a remarkable new twist. A new Sinai moment. God came again with noise and fire and 
descended on each person instead of on the mountain. God was again giving people His Law and 
instruction. This time, however, He was writing it on the hearts and souls of those who believed. As 
the prophet Jeremiah writes, “I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will 
be their God and they shall be My people.” And you know what is most remarkable? On this new 
Pentecost, there were 3,000 people who came to new life through faith in Jesus! Jesus poured out 
the Spirit He had been given, and He freely shared it with those who believed. 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Peter Addresses the Crowd 
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews 
and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These 
people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken 
by the prophet Joel:


17 “‘In the last days, God says, 
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
    your young men will see visions, 
    your old men will dream dreams. 
18  Even on my servants, both men and women, 
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 
    and they will prophesy. 
19 I will show wonders in the heavens above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
    blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
20 The sun will be turned to darkness 
    and the moon to blood 
    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 
21 And everyone who calls 
    on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 
22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by 
miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves 
know. 23 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, 
with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God raised him 
from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its 
hold on him.25 David said about him:


“‘I saw the Lord always before me. 
    Because he is at my right hand, 
    I will not be shaken.

26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; 
    my body also will rest in hope,

27 because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, 
    you will not let your holy one see decay. 
28 You have made known to me the paths of life; 
    you will fill me with joy in your presence.’

29 “Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his 
tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that 
he would place one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the 
resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did his body 
see decay.32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. 33 Exalted to the right 
hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you 
now see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said,


“‘The Lord said to my Lord: 
    “Sit at my right hand

35 until I make your enemies 
    a footstool for your feet.”’
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36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both 
Lord and Messiah.”


37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, 
“Brothers, what shall we do?”


38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.39 The promise is for you and 
your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”


40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this 
corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand 
were added to their number that day.


DAY 5 
Word of God Acts 2:42-47 
The Fellowship of the Believers 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by 
the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property 
and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in 
the temple courts.They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,
47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily 
those who were being saved.


Day 5 Discussion 
What does it mean to break bread? In Biblical times, breaking bread together meant more than a 
meal means today. It often carried with it a deeper sense of gratification. The ability to have bread 
was almost always tied to your physical labors: growing, harvesting, grinding and preparing.

In the reading for today, we read about the early believers coming together and enjoying a meal. The 
passage mentions “breaking bread” twice, once in verse 42 and again in verse 46. In the first 
century, it was common to serve meals on a low table or a rug while reclined on the floor. The bread 
was then used to dip into a common pot or dish that was made for everyone (see John 13:26). It was 
much more intimate and a lot less germ-conscious than today! By sharing a common pot, you 
naturally became aware of who had and who hadn’t eaten yet. It was a continual training session to 
help the new believers become linked together, and to better understand the grace of the radical 
message they would bring to the not-so-peaceful Roman world.

Application 
When we experience or create a community that is gracious, it attracts people. Acts tells us that an 
active, loving, and gracious church will grow in numbers. People need a place where they feel 
comfortable and can belong, a place that feels like home. What are you personally doing to make 
your church the kind of place others will be attracted to? For me, The Foundry has been a place 
where I have felt confident enough to invite others who don’t normally go to church. In order to do 
that, I have to be invested: through tithes, serving, and commitment.
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