
Foundry Church Devotions Week 4 | May 12-May 18, 2019

ACTS 2:42 
THEY DEVOTED THEMSELVES TO THE APOSTLES’ TEACHING AND TO FELLOWSHIP, 

TO THE BREAKING OF BREAD AND TO PRAYER. 

Day 1 Prayer 
Word of God Acts 10:1-23 
At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian 
Regiment. 2 He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need 
and prayed to God regularly. 3 One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly 
saw an angel of God, who came to him and said, “Cornelius!”
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Day 1 Word of God (continued) 
4 Cornelius stared at him in fear. “What is it, Lord?” he asked.


The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering 
before God. 5 Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is called Peter. 6 He 
is staying with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the sea.”


7 When the angel who spoke to him had gone, Cornelius called two of his servants and a devout 
soldier who was one of his attendants. 8 He told them everything that had happened and sent them 
to Joppa.


Peter’s Vision 
9 About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went 
up on the roof to pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was 
being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet 
being let down to earth by its four corners. 12 It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as 
reptiles and birds.13 Then a voice told him, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.”


14 “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.”


15 The voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.”


16 This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken back to heaven.


17 While Peter was wondering about the meaning of the vision, the men sent by Cornelius found out 
where Simon’s house was and stopped at the gate. 18 They called out, asking if Simon who was 
known as Peter was staying there.


19 While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Simon, three men are 
looking for you. 20 So get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with them, for I have sent 
them.”


21 Peter went down and said to the men, “I’m the one you’re looking for. Why have you come?”


22 The men replied, “We have come from Cornelius the centurion. He is a righteous and God-fearing 
man, who is respected by all the Jewish people. A holy angel told him to ask you to come to his 
house so that he could hear what you have to say.” 23 Then Peter invited the men into the house to 
be his guests.


Peter at Cornelius’s House


The next day Peter started out with them, and some of the believers from Joppa went along.
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Day 1 Discussion 
Cornelius and Peter were very different. One was a Gentile (non-Jewish), the other a Jew. Cornelius 
was a military commander, Peter a fisherman turned apostle. They lived with different customs, in 
different places. 


However, they had one thing in common: both men prayed to God. It was customary in those days 
for people to pray three times a day. Cornelius and Peter had both been spending time in prayer 
when God spoke to them through a vision. 


A vision is not a dream. A vision means that the men were awake, but the Spirit of God came on 
them in such a way that they were not focused on any external things, only on what God was saying 
and showing them. Cornelius’ vision was very clear, and I love his response. He immediately obeyed 
the command to send his men to retrieve some guy named Peter. Peter’s vision the next day was 
more complicated. Peter had grown up with all the dietary restrictions of any Jewish believer. It was 
one thing, among many, they practiced to set themselves apart from the other cultures around 
them. Here was Peter, waiting for lunch with his stomach rumbling, when he sees a sheet drop 
down filled with all kinds of strange things. Some of it we readily enjoy these days, like pork and 
lobster, but there were probably other kinds of creepy crawly animals too. Then he hears the words 
“Arise, kill and eat.” I wonder if he rubbed his eyes or shook his head. Maybe he thought his hunger 
had caused him to see things. To be clear, God repeated the vision three times, each time telling 
Peter not to call anything unclean that God has made clean. 


So was this all about food? Not really. Remember Cornelius, the Roman gentile, had sent men to 
invite Peter to come to him. According to Peter’s Jewish laws, he was not to associate with 
Gentiles. They were unclean. But Jesus came to rescue not just the Jewish people from their sins, 
but all people, including gentile Roman centurions. 


God used prayer to change Peter’s heart toward others. 


How has God changed your heart in prayer? 

24 The following day he arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together 
his relatives and close friends. 25 As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell at his feet 
in reverence. 26 But Peter made him get up. “Stand up,” he said, “I am only a man myself.”


27 While talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of people.28 He said to 
them: “You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with or visit a Gentile. But 
God has shown me that I should not call anyone impure or unclean. 29 So when I was sent for, I 
came without raising any objection. May I ask why you sent for me?”


30 Cornelius answered: “Three days ago I was in my house praying at this hour, at three in the 
afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood before me 31 and said, ‘Cornelius, God has 
heard your prayer and remembered your gifts to the poor.32 Send to Joppa for Simon who is called 
Peter. He is a guest in the home of Simon the tanner, who lives by the sea.’ 33 So I sent for you 
immediately, and it was good of you to come. Now we are all here in the presence of God to listen 
to everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us.”
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34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35 but 
accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right. 


36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of 
peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has happened throughout the 
province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 38 how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good 
and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.


39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed 
him by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused 
him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already 
chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to 
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living 
and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.”


44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the 
message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of 
the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles.46 For they heard them speaking in tongues 
and praising God.


Then Peter said, 47 “Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with water. They 
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” 48 So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.

Day 3 Word of God Acts 12:1-17
It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to 
persecute them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword. 3 When he saw 
that this met with approval among the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened 
during the Festival of Unleavened Bread. 4 After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him 
over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out for public 
trial after the Passover.


5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.


6 The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound 
with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. 7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord 
appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. “Quick, get 
up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists.


8 Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap your cloak 
around you and follow me,” the angel told him. 9 Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no 
idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing a vision. 10 
They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for 
them by itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly 
the angel left him.
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11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt that the Lord has sent his 
angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything the Jewish people were hoping 
would happen.”


12 When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also called 
Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying.13 Peter knocked at the outer entrance, 
and a servant named Rhoda came to answer the door. 14 When she recognized Peter’s voice, she 
was so overjoyed she ran back without opening it and exclaimed, “Peter is at the door!”


15 “You’re out of your mind,” they told her. When she kept insisting that it was so, they said, “It must 
be his angel.”


16 But Peter kept on knocking, and when they opened the door and saw him, they were astonished. 
17 Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and described how the Lord had brought him 
out of prison. “Tell James and the other brothers and sisters about this,” he said, and then he left for 
another place.


Day 3 Discussion 
From the outside, Peter was just political fodder. Herod Agrippa was very friendly with Rome and 
had lived there when Claiguala ruled. Sometimes he felt the need to prove to the Pharisees that he 
was on their side, which is what he did when he sentenced James to death. When the elite gave 
their approval of that action, Agrippa wanted to ride the wave of adulation, and so he turned on 
Peter next. The fact that Peter was chained between two guards meant he was a highly valuable 
prisoner. Each leg and arm would have been chained to a guard on either side. Escape was 
impossible. 


While Peter sat there, chained to two men, his life on the line, he prayed. Outside of the prison, in a 
small house church, his friends did the same. 


Have you ever been there? Have you ever been at the mercy of heartless men who have an agenda 
all their own. Have you ever had a loved one trapped in an impossible situation? Often when there is 
nothing we can do, we do the one thing that can actually help: pray. 


But when we pray, we must believe! When Peter 
arrived at the house where everyone was inside 
praying for him, they wouldn’t believe it was him. 
Some of them even said it was his angel, meaning 
they thought he was dead. Can you imagine Peter 
on the other side of the door? Please! Let me in! It’s 
really Peter!


God is not done doing miracles and freeing people 
from chains. Keep praying and believe. 


Prayer changes our circumstances.
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Paul came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple named Timothy lived, whose mother was 
Jewish and a believer but whose father was a Greek. 2 The believers at Lystra and Iconium spoke 
well of him. 3 Paul wanted to take him along on the journey, so he circumcised him because of the 
Jews who lived in that area, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. 4 As they traveled from 
town to town, they delivered the decisions reached by the apostles and elders in Jerusalem for the 
people to obey. 5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith and grew daily in numbers.


Paul’s Vision of the Man of Macedonia 
6 Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept 
by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. 7 When they came to the border 
of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. 8 So they 
passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 9 During the night Paul had a vision of a man of 
Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 After Paul had 
seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to 
preach the gospel to them.


Lydia’s Conversion in Philippi 
11 From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day we went on to 
Neapolis. 12 From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that 
district of Macedonia. And we stayed there several days.


13 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of 
prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 14 One of those 
listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was a 
worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. 15 When she and the 
members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you consider me a 
believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us.


Paul and Silas in Prison 
16 Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a female slave who had a 
spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by 
fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These men are servants of the 
Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.” 18 She kept this up for many days. Finally 
Paul became so annoyed that he turned around and said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ I 
command you to come out of her!” At that moment the spirit left her.


19 When her owners realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and 
Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities. 20 They brought them before 
the magistrates and said, “These men are Jews, and are throwing our city into an uproar 21 by 
advocating customs unlawful for us Romans to accept or practice.”


22 The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be 
stripped and beaten with rods. 23 After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into 
prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. 24 When he received these orders, 
he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.


25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners 
were listening to them.
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DAY 5 
Word of God Acts 16:25-40 
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners 
were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the 
prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose. 27 
The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to 
kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm 
yourself! We are all here!”


29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 He then brought 
them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”


31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 32 
Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. 33 At that hour of the 
night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his household were 
baptized. 34 The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy 
because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole household.


35 When it was daylight, the magistrates sent their officers to the jailer with the order: “Release 
those men.”36 The jailer told Paul, “The magistrates have ordered that you and Silas be released. 
Now you can leave. Go in peace.”


37 But Paul said to the officers: “They beat us publicly without a trial, even though we are Roman 
citizens, and threw us into prison. And now do they want to get rid of us quietly? No! Let them come 
themselves and escort us out.”


38 The officers reported this to the magistrates, and when they heard that Paul and Silas were 
Roman citizens, they were alarmed. 39 They came to appease them and escorted them from the 
prison, requesting them to leave the city. 40 After Paul and Silas came out of the prison, they went to 
Lydia’s house, where they met with the brothers and sisters and encouraged them. Then they left.

Day 5 Discussion 
Do you think most people spend time thinking about God, death, or eternity? Our lives are in such 
constant motion with so much noise that I don’t think we even have space to let our minds wander 
there. Usually we need to be shaken up by something. Whether it is a little turbulence on an 
airplane, or a life altering phone call, when our usual reality is startled, we start to think a little 
deeper.


I don’t know what woke the jailer. It may have been the shaking, or the sounds of chains falling from 
freed prisoners, or doors crashing open. Whatever startled him, it was enough to plunge him into 
despair. Rather than face punishment for losing prisoners, the jailer was about to take his own life. 
When Paul stops him, the jailer, shaken to the core, has one question.


“What must I do to be saved?”


Paul responds with a very simple message of salvation: to believe in the Lord Jesus. The answer is 
still the same today. Why was Paul so calm, and so ready with that simple answer? I believe the 
answer is prayer.
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Day 5 Discussion (continued) 
In dark circumstances, Paul and Silas were praying. They weren’t panicking or fighting. They were 
praying. Prayer brought them peace, and it also prepared them to witness. Since their minds were 
focused on God, when the opportunity arose to share the gospel, they were ready.


What if the apostles in the cell had not been praying, but panicking? What if the shaking of the walls 
had sent them running to the open door with their minds on themselves. Would they have missed 
their chance to share the gospel and left the jailer to take his own life?

Application 
We must stay in a posture of prayer. It is our means of peace. It is our 
witness to the world around us. And it keeps us ready for the 
opportunities God places before us.
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