
 B A C K  S T O R Y

     This is a portion of a letter written by the apostle Paul, to the church in Corinth. 
If Paul had written a letter to the Foundry back then, it might have been called 
Zeelanders.
     Corinth was a big and busy port city, with people from many places coming 
together. The city was known for being wealthy, intellectual, and immoral. After 
hearing the Gospel, brought to them by Paul, a group of new Christians formed the 
church in Corinth. 
     After some time, the people’s hearts had been stirred to provide a generous gift 
to the church of Jerusalem, which was in great need. Paul was encouraging them to 
fulfill the promise they had made.
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Redeeming Christmas
A D V E N T  W E E K  O N E

• H O M E   S T U D Y •



 S C R I P T U R E

2 Corinthians 9:12-15
New International Version (NIV)
 12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s 
people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.  13  Because 
of the service by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the 
obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your 
generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.  14 And in their prayers for 
you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given 
you.  15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!

 D I S C U S S I O N

• Have you ever had someone promise you a gift, and then not deliver?

• Is the promise worth anything, if there is no gift?

 In the Bible, we can read many of God’s promises of redemption. The 
prophet Isaiah, inspired by the Holy Spirit, wrote of the promise of a Savoir 
hundreds of years before Jesus’ birth.

Isaiah 7:14
 For this reason the sovereign master [God] himself will give you a confirming sign. 
Look, this young woman [virgin] is about to conceive and will give birth to a son. 
You, young woman, will name him Immanuel. 

Isaiah 53:5
But he was pierced for our transgressions,
    he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
    and by his wounds we are healed. 
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 M E D I T A T I O N

 Jesus was the amazing, wonderful, indescribable gift we were given by 
God’s grace. Grace is like a gift you are given, that you didn’t earn and do not 
deserve.
 What about our lives?
 Re-read the 2 Corinthians 9:13
Just like the Corinthian’s promised gift should be fulfilled, our confession of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ must be accompanied by obedience to him.

 • What obedience is the Lord calling you to today?

Try not to answer in general terms. If you don’t know, take this time and sit
quietly before him. Read the passage of scripture again, and wait on Him.
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