
 B A C K  S T O R Y

    1 st Timothy is another book written by the Apostle Paul, to his young student 
Timothy, who was the Pastor of the church in Ephesus. Paul is encouraging Timothy 
to maintain his proper belief of God, and his practice of that belief. In the letter he is 
giving instruction to Timothy on leading a church. We can take this same instruction 
and apply it to our lives.
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 S C R I P T U R E

1 Timothy 6:17-19
New International Version (NIV)
 17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant 
nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, 
who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 Command them to do 
good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.  19 In this 
way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming 
age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.

 

 D I S C U S S I O N

Let’s go through this slowly and “chew on it”.

 Command those who are rich in this present world

What is rich?
 You may find this fact interesting: If your family income is $10,000 a year, 
you are wealthier than 84 percent of the world. 1  Or this :  If you have any money 
saved, a hobby that requires some equipment or supplies, a variety of clothes in 
your closet, two cars (in any condition), and live in your own home, you are in the 
top 5% of the world’s wealthy.2 

 Not to be arrogant
Ask yourself, am I ever arrogant? Am I conceited, self-important? Do I think of
myself as more important, valuable, or useful than others?

 Or to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain.
Think about this for a minute. Do I put my hope in wealth? Do I put my hope in 
anything other than God?

 ...but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our 
enjoyment.
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 S T U D Y

     Now you try going slowly through the next two verses. Pay close attention 
to each word and phrase, and don’t let yourself rush past the things that you 
don’t want to think about…or deal with.
     Before You Start, invite God to speak to you through His word. Ask the 
Holy Spirit to illuminate the Word, so that you might know God more closely.

 Command them to do good,

 to be rich in good deeds,
 
 and to be generous and willing to share.
 
 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for  
 the coming age,

 so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.

 R E F L E C T I O N

What stood out to you the most?

How does that apply to your life today?

What are you going to do about that?

Sometimes God directs us to a certain action, other times His word may lead us
to confession and repentance.
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1 http://www.oregonlive.com/hovde/index.ssf/2012/08/income_in_perspective_americas.html
2 https://irememberthepoor.org/3-2/


