
 B A C K S T O R Y

     God had provided Adam and Eve with everything they needed in the garden. 
The serpent came along and promised what sounded like more, although what he 
really offered was a death sentence, and separation from God. Adam and Eve ate 
from the tree they had been forbidden to eat from. Afterward they were ashamed, 
and they looked for someone to blame. Adam even blamed God.
 God pronounced the curse on them that they had taken into themselves by 
their act of disobedience. Their life would now be difficult, filled with toil and strife. 
God restricted them from taking from the Tree of Life.
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 S C R I P T U R E

Genesis 3:21-24
 21  The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed
them.  22  And the LORD God said, “The man has now become like one of 
us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take 
also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.”  23 So the LORD God banished 
him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been 
taken.  24 After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of 
Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to 
the tree of life.
 

 D I S C U S S I O N

 You may have read or heard this account in the Bible before. Sometimes 
when we are familiar with something, we rush through it because we know how 
the story ends. Let’s go through this a little slower than usual.

 The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife 
 and clothed them.

 Several things stand out in this sentence. First of all, the garments of skin 
had to come from somewhere. As sin entered, so did death. For the first time an 
animal was killed to provide covering for them, because they were now ashamed.

 As sin entered, so did shame. Shame is one of the only emotions that all of 
humanity has experienced. What does shame feel like? 
 Adam and Eve wanted to hide because of it, have you ever felt like you 
wanted to hide from God?
 What about the fact that God “made garments” for them?
 What does this tell us about God?

  



  And the Lord GOD said, “The man has now become like one of us,  
 knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and  
 take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.”

 “One of us”…did you notice that? 
 This is evidence of the Trinity, The Father,  Son and Holy Spirit.

 Jesus was there when Adam and Eve sinned. He would one day be sent by 
the Father to live as a man, just like Adam. But unlike Adam, he would obey God 
perfectly. 

  So the LORD God banished him (Adam) from the Garden of Eden to  
 work the ground from which he had been taken. 

 The trick of the serpent is evident here too. Adam and Eve were now like 
God, knowing good from evil, but they were nothing like God, the way Satan 
had promised. He had created a wrong desire in them for equality with God, and 
tempted them with the thought that God could not be trusted, that God was hold-
ing out on them. Now they did have the knowledge, but they were not gods, not 
at all.
 Does Satan still try and trick people into not trusting God?

 R E F L E C T I O N

 I have seen paintings of Adam and Eve being kicked out of the Garden. You 
can see the Angel of the Lord standing guard with a flaming sword, to keep them 
from taking fruit from the Tree of Life. In those images the first Man and Women 
struggle as they move into a wilderness and the fear is evident on their terrified 
faces. The picture is sad and hopeless.

 But it wasn’t hopeless to God.

 All at once the amazing characteristics of God were on display. He is Just 
and Holy, and would not be present with sin. . .

 



 At the same time, he is full of Love and Mercy, by keeping them from
taking from the tree of life while they were under the curse of sin. Living forever 
in heaven sounds wonderful, but can you imagine living forever in a sinful world? 
There would be endless work, pain, loss, hurt, and sin with no end.
 God is all-knowing. In Genesis God is fully aware that because of the sin of 
Adam and Eve, He would one day send His Son. Jesus would be born in a stable 
and laid in the manger. But more than a tough birth was in store, God knew that 
Jesus would eventually die for the redemption all of humanity. In Christ’s 
resurrection from the dead He would defeat sin and death once and for all.
 God would give people eternal life one day, when they would be free from 
the curse of sin.
 What qualities of God do you see in this story that you hadn’t before? Tell 
those to Him, as an act of worship.



 B A C K S T O R Y

     
 The last book of the Bible is called Revelation. It was written by John, the same 
disciple who wrote the book of John, and John 1, 2, and 3. He was the closest friend 
of Jesus’ during his ministry on earth. John wrote this book in 95 AD, when he was 
sent away to live on the Island of Patmos.
 The book is called Revelation, because that is what it describes. It describes 
a vision that the Holy Spirit revealed to John about what was going to happen at 
the end of time on earth. In the vision John sees the end of the world as we know 
it, where there is a final battle between Jesus and the Enemy, Satan. The book has 
a lot of interesting, even somewhat confusing or frightening details, but one this is 
clear - God wins! The last chapter of Revelation describes what the new kingdom is 
like. This is where we find the verses we will study today.
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Revelation 22:1-5
New International Version (NIV)

 1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, 
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb   2  down the middle of the great 
street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve 
crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the 
healing of the nations.  3  No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and 
of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him.  4  They will see
his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.  5  There will be no more 
night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God 
will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.

Revelation 22:12-14
New International Version (NIV)

 12  “Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each 
person according to what they have done.  13  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
First and the Last, the Beginning andthe End.

 14  “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to 
the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city.



 
 D I S C U S S I O N

 Did you notice what Tree John sees in heaven?
 
 The Tree of Life, just like we read about in Genesis.
 
 Notice the food is produced every month. This means in the New Kingdom 
of heaven, God will provide for his people and they will live in perfect 
dependence on Him. Remember how Ada and Eve rebelled against God by 
disobeying, and not trusting Him? In eternity, when evil is defeated, humanity can 
live in perfect dependence on God, enjoying all His goodness.

 Re-read Jesus’ words in the second scripture above, Revelation 22:12-14.

 Jesus declares he is the Alpha and Omega, those are the first and last let-
ters of the Greek Alphabet. He is everything, from A-Z. He is first and the last, the 
beginning and the end.

 From the creation in Genesis, to the last words in Revelation, Jesus is there. 
He knew God’s plan for saving his people, and everything that has happened, 
and will happen is under his control. The entire Bible is one account of God’s love 
for his creation, and His work to bring them back to relationship with him.



 
 R E F L E C T I O N

 The Bible, a book filled with many small books, written in different styles by 
different authors, tells one story. The beginning paradise is shattered by sin and 
death. The end promises healing and life.
 Although God always knew the beginning from the end, none of the other 
people in the Bible, fully understood his plan. How does this apply to your life 
today?
 Maybe you are at a tragedy, where what seemed like a perfect beginning, 
has been destroyed.
 Maybe you find yourself walking faithfully, slaying giants.
 Maybe you are in the middle of a confusing and long journey.
 God know the beginning, middle and end, and he is in control. Trust him, 
depend on him. When we do this, we are beginning our eternal life even now
-a life with Jesus that will never end.


