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 Luke is the author of the scripture we are reading today. Luke was a physician. 
In his own words, he explains how he set out to interview and investigate as many 
eyewitnesses to the Lord Jesus’ life and ministry as he could, and compiled it all into 
one report for his friend. He was hoping to encourage this new believer that what he 
had heard about Jesus was true, and that he could trust in God’s love for him.
 We pick up Luke’s account of the Christmas story just a week and a day after 
Jesus was born.
 Mary and Joseph were Jewish people who worshipped God. God had told his 
people through Abraham and Moses that certain things were expected of them. The 
child must be circumcised when he was eight days old (Genesis 17:12) and his 
Mother was required to make an offering. The law said a dove or pigeon, plus a 
lamb, were the required sacrifice. However, if she was too poor, she could offer two 
doves or two pigeons (Leviticus 12:1-8). Jesus was the first male child of Mary, and 
because of that he had to be presented to the Lord (Exodus 13:2).
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 S C R I P T U R E

Luke 2:22-32 (NIV)
 
 22 When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of 
Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 
23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated 
to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of 
the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” 
 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and 
devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on 
him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before 
he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple 
courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom 
of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying:

 29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,
      you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
 30 For my eyes have seen your salvation,
 31      which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
      and the glory of your people Israel.”

 
 D I S C U S S I O N

 Mary and Joseph had been chosen by God to raise his Son. Can you even 
imagine what that would feel like? I love their careful, humble obedience to obey 
everything that God had laid out in His law. Mary gave two small birds, which 
shows us that Jesus was not born into a family with much money.
 Next, we are introduced to Simeon. It appears he was an older man, who 
had been faithfully waiting for the Messiah. Simeon had read the promises in Isaiah 
and the words of other prophets. Simeon loved God, and had walked closely with 
him for a long time. Luke tells us he was righteous and devout.

  D I S C U S S I O N



 
 What does Righteous mean?
 The word here means he was just or correct, especially in the eyes of God. 
He had conformed his life to God’s standards.
 What does Devout mean?
 It means Simeon had fully taken hold of something he truly believed and 
trusted in. His trust, fear and respect for God effected his whole being.
 As Christians, we are filled with the Holy Spirit when we accept Jesus Christ 
as our Lord and Savoir and acknowledge him. Before Jesus came, there were 
times when the Holy Spirit would come upon people. You can read about this in 
the life of David, or some of the Judges that God would empower. The Spirit did 
not stay with in the person, but would be put on them for a time when God 
desired to work through them. The Spirit of God would also guide people. He 
spoke to Noah, to Abraham and many others. He inspired prophets to write down 
God’s words. At some time in Simeon’s life, the Holy Spirit had promised him that 
he would see the Messiah. The Messiah was the promised deliverer of the Jewish 
people.
 Now on this day, when little Jesus is only eight days old, the Spirit of God 
compels Simeon to go to the temple. Can you picture this old man, maybe a 
white beard, long robe rushing into the temple? His heart beating fast as his eyes 
scanned the crowd. The temple was a busy, noisy place. People were bringing 
in animals for sacrifice. Suddenly his aged eyes would see a tiny little person, 
held tightly and protectively in the thin fragile arms of a young Hebrew girl. I don’t 
know if the Spirit of God whispered, “There he is!” or if all other sight and sound 
faded away leaving only the precious infant face of the Redeemer of the world, 
but Simeon knew.
 This faithful old man took the child into his own arms and praised God.
 There is no note that Simeon was surprised. He didn’t say, wait a minute 
God, that is just a baby, how can he deliver your people? He heard God, he saw 
his salvation, and he believed. After this Simeon praises God, and God’s Spirit 
testifies through him.
 Simeon says something very interesting here. Not only has he met his 
hearts desire so fully that he is ready to leave this life fulfilled and in peace, but he 
reveals something about who Jesus would be.
 A light of revelation to the Gentiles. The Gentiles were the non-Jewish peo-
ple of the world. The Jewish Messiah would not just come to save God’s people, 
but the whole world. Jesus would be the light that would reveal God’s love to the 
whole world.



 R E F L E C T I O N

 This encounter was orchestrated by God. It was a blessing to his faithful ser-
vant Simeon, and a means of encouragement to two young parents.

 Simeon’s life was submissive to the power of the Holy Spirit. Now, after the 
work of Christ, the Holy Spirit is not placed upon those God wants to use for a 
time, it is a gift to all Christians. We too must submit to the power. God’s Spirit will 
speak to us, it will compel us to actions, or to go somewhere weren’t planning, but 
we must be listening. This Christmas may your hearts desire be that Jesus, the 
light that reveals God’s love to the world, may be seen by those around you. May 
you be so consumed with the Savior of the World, as Simeon was, that you do not 
miss the Spirit’s prompting you towards encounters God has arranged.
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