
The Foundry Devotions 
Day 1 

Luke 1:26-33


Gabriel Predicts Jesus’ Birth 
26 In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth,27 to a virgin engaged to a man named Joseph, of the house of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And the angel came to her and said, “Greetings, favored 
woman! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was deeply troubled by this statement, 
wondering what kind of greeting this could be. 30 Then the angel told her: “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 Now listen: You will conceive and 
give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called 
the Son  
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of his father David. 33 He 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will have no end.” 

I wonder what was going through Mary’s mind when she was called ‘Highly Favored’. 
 It states in vs. 29 that Mary was greatly troubled and that she pondered over those 
words spoken about her.  I know for me, I would probably make some kind of “yeah 
right” noise and shake my head if someone called me “Highly Favored.”  In fact, I bet 
many would do the same.  For some reason when we think about who we are, or what 
our capabilities are, we think we are far from good enough. Our inadequacies and 
smallness flood our thoughts and we begin to believe the lies Satan tells us about not 
being good enough. We often are our own worst critic and would probably never think 
we are worthy enough to carry out such an honorable task as Mary. Sometimes we 
confuse this statement about Mary. Mary wasn’t highly favored because of something 
she did or was, she was highly favored because GOD CHOSE HER.

God uses the least likely (to us) to fulfill His will.  Mary was only a 14 year old girl, 
engaged to be married and now finds herself in this situation where she had to rely on 
her faith and trust that she was worthy enough to be used for His glory.  


I like how Ruth Haley Barton states in her book Strengthening the Soul of Your 
Leadership 

“Any kind of authentic calling usually takes us to a place where we have serious 
objections of some sort, places where we feel inadequate - where we confront our own 
willfulness and our preconceived ideas about how we thought our life would go, where 
we think what God is asking us to do is downright impossible or where we just don’t 
want to take the risk.”

I could guess that Mary was probably feeling quite inadequate when asked to carry the 
Son of God. But because of her faith, she was able to recognize and submit to the will 
of God no matter the cost, and because of her obedience, everything worked out for 
good, His glory.

Hebrews 11:6 New International Version (NIV)




6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him 
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

If you’ve been through our Foundry 201 class and took the Spiritual Gifts assessment, 
you would have seen that  FAITH is one of those Spiritual Gifts.  Those with the gift of 
faith trust that God is sovereign and that He is good.  They take Him at His Word and 
put the full weight of their lives in His hands.  They expect God to move and are not 
surprised when He answers a prayer or performs a miracle.


FAITH - Faith trusts God to work beyond the human capabilities of the people. 
 Believers with this gift encourage others to trust in God in the face of apparently 
insurmountable odds. 


God sees us through a beautifully different lens than we see ourselves and I believe 
God can and does use us all.  Often times we don’t see how, but that is ok because we 
don’t get to decide what we do or don’t DESERVE. GOD DOES. We don’t get to decide 
what title we hold or where God is going to use us. GOD DOES.  We just need to have 
the FAITH (that surpasses all understanding) and know full well that God has it all 
planned out and live into the person He determined us to be.


Questions: 

If someone greeted you by calling you highly favored, would you believe them? What 
would you feel/think?


Have you ever found yourself in a situation where you thought there was absolutely no 
way you were capable of accomplishing ___________ or you were under qualified for a 
position you found yourself in?


How willing are you to be used by God, no matter the cost?




Day 2 

Luke 1:34-38


34 Mary asked the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”  
35 The angel replied to her: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the holy one to be born will be called the 
Son of God.36 And consider your relative Elizabeth—even she has conceived a son in 
her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called childless. 37 For nothing 
will be impossible with God.” 
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” said Mary. “May it be done to me according to your word.” 
Then the angel left her. 

Mary was just told that she would conceive a baby and couldn’t even fathom how and 
was maybe even thinking, “This is going to look really bad!”

How many times have you had something happen to you that you just can’t explain? 
Maybe it was something that would have affected your reputation and the way others 
looked at you.

Years ago I had to drive to Benton Harbor during the middle of a blizzard for a work 
meeting.  It was almost completely white out and I just happen to catch my exit, but it 
was last minute so I was going too fast.  I tried to exit and lost control and found 
myself nose first in a ditch on the side of the highway.  It was cold, and I was alone 
with hardly any cell service and unable to explain exactly where I was to the 911 
operator. Although I was uninjured, I was young and scared and of course was always 
told never to get into a vehicle with a stranger. A few people stopped and asked if I 
was ok and offered me a ride, but I never felt a peace about it.  That would go against 
everything I was ever taught. Plus, the emergency responders should show up 
soon….right?!? 

Some time had passed and everyone had seemed to stop stopping and there was still 
no sign of any emergency vehicles.  All of a sudden, there was a knock on my window.  
It was a guy dressed in a nice sweater, slacks and dress shoes asking if I was ok and if 
I needed a ride.  Now, I don’t know if I was just sick of waiting at this point, but 
something about this guy made me feel like I could trust him.  He told me he knew a 
guy that worked for a tow company that was just around the corner and would be 
happy to bring me there.  Normally I would NEVER get into a car with a stranger in the 
middle of nowhere, but I really did have a peace about it, so I got in.  I remember his 
van was impeccably clean.  We pulled into a parking lot that looked like a run down, 
abandoned warehouse that happened to be the towing company. YIKES!  We got out 
and he called to his ‘friend’ and said, “whatever she needs just bill me, just bill me.”  I 
turned around to say thank you for his help and kindness and he was gone. Like he 
had vanished into thin air.  There weren’t even any tire tracks in the snow of the parking 
lot either from where we had just pulled in!  Long story short, my car got pulled out of 
the ditch, no emergency responders ever did show up,  and I headed home. I never 
ended up going the meeting after all that.  The whole way home, I just kept thinking 
about what had just happened.  I just couldn’t comprehend it because nothing about it 



made any sense. I went against everything I knew and had only my FAITH left to know 
that God would take care of me.

 

Although Mary’s situation is by far different and took far more FAITH and TRUST in 
GOD than my situation, I think it is safe to say that God will provide, He will make a 
way and His ways are higher than our own because like it says in verse 37, “Nothing is 
impossible with God”


Questions: 

Have you ever found yourself in a situation where you had to throw all caution to the 
wind?

	 

What was the outcome?


Have you ever been at peace with decision that others were fearful of?


Has God ever asked you to do something out of the ordinary? 

	 Big or Small?



