
Week 2, Day 1 - Abijah 
 
1 Kings 15:1-8 New International Version (NIV) 

Abijah King of Judah 

15 In the eighteenth year of the reign of Jeroboam son of Nebat, Abijah became king of Judah, 2 and 
he reigned in Jerusalem three years. His mother’s name was Maakah daughter of Abishalom. 

3 He committed all the sins his father had done before him; his heart was not fully devoted to the Lord 
his God, as the heart of David his forefather had been. 4 Nevertheless, for David’s sake the Lord his 
God gave him a lamp in Jerusalem by raising up a son to succeed him and by making Jerusalem 
strong. 5 For David had done what was right in the eyes of the Lord and had not failed to keep any of 
the Lord’s commands all the days of his life—except in the case of Uriah the Hittite. 

6 There was war between Abijah and Jeroboam throughout Abijah’s lifetime. 7 As for the other events 
of Abijah’s reign, and all he did, are they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Judah? 
There was war between Abijah and Jeroboam. 8 And Abijah rested with his ancestors and was buried 
in the City of David. And Asa his son succeeded him as king. 

 
Throughout this series, the grandsons of David will be described as like or unlike their forefather. What 
was it about King David that made him the standard bearer for all who would come after him? Let’s look 
at five ways David’s life showed his love for God. 
 
First, David had great faith in God and put complete trust in Him. David trusted God no matter what 
difficulty (or giant) he was up against. He had confidence in God over his circumstances.  
 
Second, David loved God’s Word. Many of his Psalms praise God for His Law. David meditated on 
God's Word day and night.  
 
The third piece of evidence we find is David’s desire to please God. David was more concerned with 
what God wanted from him than with what others thought. He spent years running for his life from King 
Saul, because God had rejected Saul as King and had chosen David. But when he had the opportunity 
to kill Saul in a cave, he would not raise his hand against one who had been the Lord’s anointed. When 
the Ark of the Covenant was brought back into Jerusalem, David danced and praised God in front of all 
his subjects until even his outer garments fell off.  
 
A fourth quality that shows David's heart is that it was never divided in its devotion toward God. Those 
that came after David worshipped idols of other lands, but David never did.  
 
Finally, David was not perfect. In verse five of this passage, we see a reference to someone name 
Uriah the Hittte. To make a long story short, David had Uriah killed because David had taken Uriah’s 
wife. He was guilty of lust, infidelity, coveting, murder, and lying. This makes us wonder once more how 
he could have been a man after God’s heart. The answer is that when David was confronted, he owned 
everything he had done. He accepted all the consequences (which were severe and lasting) and 
repented, and God forgave him.  
 
 
 
 



Answer these questions for yourself: 
 
Do I trust God no matter what my circumstances are? 
Do I love God’s Word? 
Do I desire to please God over myself or anyone else? 
Do I worship God only? 
Have I truly repented of my sin and humbly accepted the consequences? 
 
 
 
 
Week 2, Day 2 (Reading only) 
2 Chronicles 13:1-12 New International Version (NIV) 

Abijah King of Judah 

13 In the eighteenth year of the reign of Jeroboam, Abijah became king of Judah, 2 and he reigned in 
Jerusalem three years. His mother’s name was Maakah, a daughter of Uriel of Gibeah. 

There was war between Abijah and Jeroboam. 3 Abijah went into battle with an army of four hundred 
thousand able fighting men, and Jeroboam drew up a battle line against him with eight hundred 
thousand able troops. 

4 Abijah stood on Mount Zemaraim, in the hill country of Ephraim, and said, “Jeroboam and all Israel, 
listen to me! 5 Don’t you know that the Lord, the God of Israel, has given the kingship of Israel to David 
and his descendants forever by a covenant of salt? 6 Yet Jeroboam son of Nebat, an official of 
Solomon son of David, rebelled against his master. 7 Some worthless scoundrels gathered around him 
and opposed Rehoboam son of Solomon when he was young and indecisive and not strong enough to 
resist them. 

8 “And now you plan to resist the kingdom of the Lord, which is in the hands of David’s descendants. 
You are indeed a vast army and have with you the golden calves that Jeroboam made to be your gods. 
9 But didn’t you drive out the priests of the Lord, the sons of Aaron, and the Levites, and make priests 
of your own as the peoples of other lands do? Whoever comes to consecrate himself with a young bull 
and seven rams may become a priest of what are not gods. 

10 “As for us, the Lord is our God, and we have not forsaken him. The priests who serve the Lord are 
sons of Aaron, and the Levites assist them. 11 Every morning and evening they present burnt offerings 
and fragrant incense to the Lord. They set out the bread on the ceremonially clean table and light the 
lamps on the gold lampstand every evening. We are observing the requirements of the Lord our God. 
But you have forsaken him. 12 God is with us; he is our leader. His priests with their trumpets will 
sound the battle cry against you. People of Israel, do not fight against the Lord, the God of your 
ancestors, for you will not succeed.” 

  



Week 2, Day 3 
 
II Chronicles 13:13-20 
 

13 Now Jeroboam had sent troops around to the rear, so that while he was in front of Judah the 
ambush was behind them. 14 Judah turned and saw that they were being attacked at both front and 
rear. Then they cried out to the Lord. The priests blew their trumpets 15 and the men of Judah raised 
the battle cry. At the sound of their battle cry, God routed Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and 
Judah. 16 The Israelites fled before Judah, and God delivered them into their hands. 17 Abijah and his 
troops inflicted heavy losses on them, so that there were five hundred thousand casualties among 
Israel’s able men. 18 The Israelites were subdued on that occasion, and the people of Judah were 
victorious because they relied on the Lord, the God of their ancestors. 

19 Abijah pursued Jeroboam and took from him the towns of Bethel, Jeshanah and Ephron, with their 
surrounding villages. 20 Jeroboam did not regain power during the time of Abijah. And the Lord struck 
him down and he died. 

Have you ever felt surrounded by the enemy? Maybe you left work after being mocked all day by that 
one loud co-worker for your “Christian” standards, only to come home and find that your spouse had 
been chewed out by the neighbor for your dog barking. Five minutes later, your youngest runs in crying 
because her friends made a clubhouse without her, and your oldest child is currently waiting in his room 
to find out what his punishment is for lying about homework. Oh...and dinner is burning.  

You may have had days like this. Chances are, you have had days that are much much worse. Instead 
of rude co-workers, you’re dealing with cancer. Instead of a barking dog, you are fighting a nagging 
sense of failure and hopelessness. Whatever it may be, when it piles up and you feel surrounded, it 
seems there is nowhere to go. 

That is how Judah must have felt. They were surrounded by their former kinsmen. While their King had 
been talking, half the enemy snuck around to the other side. They were outnumbered and 
outmaneuvered. There was nowhere to go...but up. 

Judah cried out to the Lord. God is not blocked off or hemmed in by our enemies. When you feel 
surrounded and overwhelmed, cry out to Him. Do it before you try and fix things yourself. You will find 
He has a much better perspective from His vantage point.  

 

Week 2, Day 4 (Reading only 

Matthew 7:1-5 New International Version (NIV) 

Judging Others 

7 “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the same way you judge others, you 

will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 

3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to 

the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out 

of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take 

the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from 

your brother’s eye. 

 



Week 2, Day 5 
 
I Kings 15:6 
6 Now there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all the days of his life. 7 The rest of the acts 
of Abijah and all that he did, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 
And there was war between Abijah and Jeroboam.  
 
 
Have you seen the Progressive commercials where people are acting like their parents? They never fail 
to make me laugh. We do take on a lot of the traits we saw growing up. From this brief passage, it looks 
like Abijah took on some traits of his father Rehoboam, including the longstanding war with the 
Northern Ten Tribes of Israel, whose King was Jeroboam. 
 
Jeroboam had done a lot that was wrong. He rebelled against Solomon. He helped split the kingdom in 
two. After that, he set up a false religion that worshipped a golden calf instead of the one true God 
whose temple was in Jerusalem. Nobody would blame Abijah for continuing his father’s war. The 
problem is, Abijah was somewhat of a hypocrite. Yes, Judah’s priests continued to worship and 
sacrifice to the one true God while Israel’s were making up their own religion, and Abijah was the King 
of Judah. But God doesn’t look at us based on whom we surround ourselves with. He also doesn’t look 
at us in comparison to others we think are worse than us. God looks at our hearts, and as Kings 15 tells 
us, Abijah's heart was divided. Verse 3 reads, “He committed all the sins his father had done before 
him; his heart was not fully devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his forefather had been.”  
 
Abijah claimed proximity to people who loved God, instead of serving Him himself. Have I done that? 
 
Abijah didn’t allow God to convict him of sin, he comforted himself with the thought that at least he was 
better than Jeroboam. Am I guilty of that? 


