
Through the Water 
Week 4 

Day 1 

Background:  
The Book of Exodus is the second book in the Bible. It tells the history of God’s chosen 
people the Israelites (also called the Hebrew people). After the end of Joseph’s tenure as 
second in command of Egypt, the Hebrews had been enslaved by Pharaoh for about 300 
years. Moses had been adopted as a prince into the Egyptian royal family but had fled 
Egypt as a young man. At eighty years old, God sent Moses back to free his people. God 
showed his power over the Egyptian gods through ten plagues that punished Pharaoh 
and the Egyptian people. Finally, Pharaoh agreed to let the Hebrew people leave, but he 
soon changed his mind.  

Prayer:  
Heavenly Father, you alone are faithful. You are all powerful, all knowing God. Take 
away my distractions, and help me to focus on you. Give me understanding by your 
Spirit. Amen. 

The Word of God: 
Exodus 14 New International Version (NIV) 

14 Then the Lord said to Moses, 2 “Tell the Israelites to turn back and encamp near 
Pi Hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea. They are to encamp by the sea, directly 
opposite Baal Zephon. 3 Pharaoh will think, ‘The Israelites are wandering around 
the land in confusion, hemmed in by the desert.’ 4 And I will harden Pharaoh’s 
heart, and he will pursue them. But I will gain glory for myself through Pharaoh 
and all his army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord.”So the Israelites 
did this. 

5 When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh and his 
officials changed their minds about them and said, “What have we done? We have 
let the Israelites go and have lost their services!” 6 So he had his chariot made 
ready and took his army with him. 7 He took six hundred of the best chariots, along 
with all the other chariots of Egypt, with officers over all of them. 8 The Lord 



hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, so that he pursued the Israelites, who 
were marching out boldly. 9 The Egyptians—all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots, 
horsemen[a] and troops—pursued the Israelites and overtook them as they camped 
by the sea near Pi Hahiroth, opposite Baal Zephon. 

10 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, 
marching after them. They were terrified and cried out to the Lord. 11 They said to 
Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the 
desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Didn’t we 
say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been 
better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!” 

13 Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the 
deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will 
never see again. 14 The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.” 

Discussion: 
In the Winter of 2013, we were given the opportunity to try out a new type of church 
service. We wanted to have worship, community and a message, but in a way that 
someone who wasn’t familiar with church would still feel comfortable. We got to try the 
service out once a month on Saturday nights. At first The Foundry seemed to be going 
great! When things moved to every week, however, our confidence was quickly 
destroyed. Trying as hard as we could to make everything work, The Foundry dwindled 
down to 21 people on the lowest night. And, as our children love to point out, “Most of 
those people had to be there.” We thought we were being obedient. We thought God was 
leading the way. Why, then, did he bring us to an insurmountable obstacle? 

Did you notice the first verse of this chapter? After the Israelites had set out, following 
Moses and finally free from Pharaoh, God said, turn around. Then, he lead them to what 
looked like the end. There was no way around the sea--a body of water hemmed them 
in, positioning them to be overcome by their former captors. Why? 

There are a couple of reasons. Interestingly, they align with our story of starting The 
Foundry. First of all, God did so to humble them. The Hebrews were to be shown that it 
would be in God’s power alone that they would succeed. We learned that as well. The 
second reason is closely related. This was done to display God’s incredible power. The 
harder we tried to make our church work, the worse things seemed to get. However, the 
moment we lifted up our hands and asked God to do things his way and in his power, 



amazing things happened: different people began to stay after, pick up chairs, offer to 
make coffee and bring treats. People began taking care of finances and organizing 
children’s classes. God brought the Israelites to the end of their road to display his might 
that they might put their trust fully in him. God brought us to the end of ourselves in 
trying to start The Foundry and taught us that this was HIS church, for HIS glory, done in 
HIS power. 

Application: 
Are you at the end of your own road? Have you found yourself facing an insurmountable 
obstacle and wondering why God would put it there? He may be asking you to trust him. 
He may desire to show his power to you, so that you may know that it is he who is God. 
He may have brought you near the water, in order to bring you through it, so that your 
faith may grow and your testimony may encourage others.  

“The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.” 

Through the Water 



Week 4 

Day 2 

Background: 
In the last devotion we found the recently freed Israelites stuck between the Red Sea and 
an angry army of Egyptian soldiers. Moses commanded the Israelites to stop panicking 
and grumbling, and instead, to simply be still while God works. Read on to find out what 
happened next. 

The Word of God: 
15 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites 
to move on.16 Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the 
water so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground. 17 I will harden 
the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them. And I will gain glory 
through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his horsemen. 18 The 
Egyptians will know that I am the Lord when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his 
chariots and his horsemen.” 

19 Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, 
withdrew and went behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and 
stood behind them, 20 coming between the armies of Egypt and Israel. 

Throughout the night the cloud brought 
darkness to the one side and light to the 
other side; so neither went near the other 
all night long. 

21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the Lord 
drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters 
were divided, 22 and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall 
of water on their right and on their left. 

23 The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and 
horsemen followed them into the sea. 24 During the last watch of the night the 



Lord looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the Egyptian army and threw 
it into confusion. 25 He jammed the wheels of their chariots so that they had 
difficulty driving. And the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites! The 
Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.” 

26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the 
waters may flow back over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen.” 27 
Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea went back to its 
place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward[c] it, and the Lord swept them into the 
sea. 28 The water flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen—the entire 
army of Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them 
survived. 

29 But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on 
their right and on their left. 30 That day the Lord saved Israel from the hands of 
the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the shore. 31 And when 
the Israelites saw the mighty hand of the Lord displayed against the Egyptians, the 
people feared the Lord and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant. 

Discussion: 
I love history. One of my favorite stories of the American Revolution involves a perfectly 
timed fog delay. On August 27, 1776, soon after the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence, George Washington and over 8,000 men of the Continental Army were 
nearly defeated. The British had conquered most of New York and had hemmed in the 
new Commander and Chief and his ragtag army. They were surrounded by a semi-circle 
of British ships to their front and the East River to their back. British forces, under 
direction of General Howe, were set to move in and capture the American General and 
his rebel army. The only problem was, there was no wind. Their ships could not sail 
across the harbor. This bought George Washington one extra night. 

Quickly, they began rowing men in small boats across the East river to safety. They 
worked all night, but when the sun came up the next morning, they were far from 
finished. A few thousand troops remained in harm’s way. Suddenly, a thick fog layered 
the earth so that nothing was visible. The Americans were completely hidden from the 
British as they rowed their last men to safety. When the fog broke and the wind picked 
up, the Americans had escaped.  



Countless tales of the Revolution, on both sides, recognize Providence. We talked about 
this word a little last summer during the series on Joseph. Providence is a one word 
description for the sentiment Paul shares in Romans: 

 “All things work together for the good of 
those who love God.”  

Note God’s hand in the story of Moses and the Israelites escaping Egypt. The very tools 
that were used against the Egyptians were the ones God used to save the Israelites. 
Under God’s direction, Moses had used his staff to call down plagues on the Egyptians. 
Now, the same staff was used to part the sea and bring the Israelites to safety. God used a 
cloud to contain his presence as he led the Israelites out of Egypt, and he later moved 
that same cloud from the front to guide them to the back to shut out the Egyptians.  

Application: 
Depending if you were on the British or the American side, you would see the cloud of 
fog very differently. For the British, it was a great set-back that kept them from quickly 
and neatly wrapping up a silly war. For the Americans, it was the providential hand of 
God that provided a way out.  

In a similar way, the cloud was two different things for the Israelites and the Egyptians. 
The Israelites rightly recognized the cloud as God’s presence and protection. The 
Egyptians saw it as their loss and destruction. God’s power remained the same, but the 
results of it were very different, depending on the people’s loyalty. 

The same is true today. If we trust God, we will see his hand and recognize his 
protection, even when we are up against a sea and an army. If we are against God, 
trusting in this world, we will see him as our enemy. 


