
BACKGROUND

The stories that Jesus taught with were called 
parables. They were stories that were simple 
in nature yet delivered many layers of theolog-
ical meaning. Parables were simple enough to 
be understood by children but also profound 
enough to stump the religious teachers of the 
day. In the parable of the Good Samaritan, 
someone who was very educated in the writings 
of the Bible is asking Jesus for an interpretation, 
or an oral exposition on a written law. Once we 
study a bit of the culture in which these stories 
were told, the way of life of this time period 
will bring out insights that would otherwise be 
missed.
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Day 1

WALK
 Prepare your heart before you hear 
the up coming week’s sermon by 
spending time in the same passage 
the Pastor will be preaching on. These 
devotions are created to do individu-
ally or as a family. 

STAND
Worship together with other believ-
ers. Take time once a week to gather 
as one body, worship God, and be 
taught from His Word.

SIT
We invite you to root yourself into a 
group where you will grow with one 
another, care for one another and 
enjoy life together.
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Luke 10:25-37
On one occasion an expert in the 

law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” 
he asked, “what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?”
26 “What is written in the Law?” he 

replied. “How do you read it?”
27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength 
and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love 

your neighbor as yourself.’”
28 “You have answered correctly,” 

Jesus replied. “Do this and you will 
live.”

29 But he wanted to justify himself, 
so he asked Jesus, “And who is my 

neighbor?”
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was     

going down from Jerusalem to                                                          
Jericho, when he was attacked by 
robbers. They stripped him of his 
clothes, beat him and went away, 
leaving him half dead. 31 A priest 
happened to be going down the 

same road, and when he saw the 
man, he passed by on the other 
side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he 
came to the place and saw him, 

passed by on the other side. 33 But 
a Samaritan, as he traveled, came 

where the man was; and when 
he saw him, he took pity on him.                                                                                                                

34 He went to him and bandaged his 
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. 
Then he put the man on his own   

donkey, brought him to an inn and 
took care of him. 35 The next day he 
took out two denarii and gave them 
to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ 
he said, ‘and when I return, I will            

reimburse you for any extra expense 
you may have.’

36 “Which of these three do you think 
was a neighbor to the man who fell 

into the hands of robbers?”
37 The expert in the law replied, “The 

one who had mercy on him.”

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”
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In Jesus’ day, there were two prominent schools of thought: the Sadducees and the  
Pharisees. It was sort of like what we have in West Michigan--lots of different kinds 
of churches, but most would say, all Christian. If you were to visit several kinds of                                                                                                                                               
churches in our area, you may find each one has varying practices of worship,               
tradition, and teaching. In the story of the Good Samaritan, we see the two main schools 
of thought at work and how they influence the responses of the characters in the story. 
What is most important, however, is how Jesus takes both of the views and melds them 
together in this story. 

The differences we see in this parable are between the written Law and the oral           
traditions. The Sadducees, along with the Samaritans, only accepted the written Law. 
While the Pharisees accepted both the written Law and the oral traditions. What are 
these exactly? The written Law would be a literal reading and meaning of the biblical 
text available, which were the first five books of the Bible (Genesis, Exodus, Leviti-
cus, Deuteronomy, and Numbers). The oral traditions, would accept both the written 
text as well as interpretations of the text. Oral traditions were wise interpretations 
based on the written Law (remember, the first five books of the Bible). Oral tradition 
is modeled after the thought that during Moses’ 40 days spent on Mount Sinai, he was                                     
undergoing intensive schooling about God’s Law. Moses received the notes of the                       
teaching (the written Law), but he also received instruction and interpretation straight 
from God. This was viewed as not worthy of being written down, because it was meant 
to be living and passed down orally. As stories are shared orally, they grow, change, and 
are refined by many great rabbis and students of the Bible.

In the parable of the Good Samaritan, all the characters in the story hold the same 
convictions and views about what the written Law says about ritual purity (see Lev. 
21:1, 11). The first two characters who come upon the beaten and half-dead man are a 
priest and a Levite. It is likely that both of these men would have been Sadducees. The                    
Samaritan was the only one who acted on the oral tradition, rather than solely on the 
written Law. The oral tradition would have been well-known to all the characters in the 
story. It taught that every law in the Torah may be broken, and no expense should be 
spared if it will extend and save a life. 
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P R A Y E R

By telling this parable, Jesus melds two important laws together: to love God and to love 
your neighbor. As shown in the story, the first two characters were trying to serve God 
as best they could by obeying His Law. By being a priest and a Levite, they were both of 
the priestly order and served as mediators between God and the people. In order to be 
people who “stood in the gap” that sin created between God and man, they needed to 
remain ritually pure. Contrary to what is often assumed, the first two characters weren’t 
necessarily being mean by avoiding the half-dead man; they were just trying to serve 
God. The Samaritan, on the other hand, though he viewed the laws the same as the 
first two characters, showed the man mercy. Perhaps the Samaritan read the two laws 
as I believe Jesus did: not as one and then the other, but rather as one. By loving your    
neighbor, you love God. 

I think Jesus was also alluding to the change that He was bringing to the world. Little 
did they know, but soon there wouldn’t be any need for the services of the Levites. 
Jesus was taking the old law system and fulfilling it, making it new. Because of what our      
Mediator did for us, we can all think of ourselves as the half-dead and robbed man. Out 
of thankfulness for our Savior, we should want to serve Him like He saved us. 

Jesus, I praise You for being my God Who loves all of humanity. Give me 
wisdom to know how to love You more through serving others. Open 
my eyes so that I can more clearly see those who are in need around 
me. Give me the courage to be that one person who goes the extra step 
to help my neighbor. 
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Day 2

In the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus teaches that the 
last character in the story, the Samaritan, is the one who 
did what was right because he had mercy. At that time, the        
Samaritans were a group of people that had lower social       
status [than the Israelites]. To better understand the tension 
and brilliance of the message that Jesus was telling, let’s take 
a quick journey into the history of the Samaritans and how 
they interacted with the Israelites.

Samaria was a primary city of the Northern Kingdom of Israel. The city was founded 
by the Israelite King Omri. Unfortunately, Omri died before he finished building his                    
memorial city, so his son, King Ahab, finished it. King Ahab was one of the most                                                                                                                                  
wicked kings in all of Israel’s history. Ahab built and started a large pagan worship center 
in the city of Samaria, which was dedicated to the Canaanite god Baal. Ahab employed        
hundreds of Baal priests and worked hard at establishing a whole new form of religion, 
one that was self-indulgent and repugnant to both God and the God-fearing Israelites.

Because of the godlessness of the Northern Kingdom, in 722 BC the Northern Kingdom 
of Israel, and with it the city of Samaria, was conquered and destroyed by the Assyrian 
empire. The majority of the people were exiled to Assyria. The remnant of Israelites who 
remained began to inter-marry and adopt the culture of the Assyrians whom they were 
living amongst. They worshipped God alongside the other eastern pagan gods the As-
syrians brought with them. For the Israelite nation (mostly the Southern Kingdom and 
those that returned from their exile), the Samaritans became a constant reminder of 
their failure to remain a holy, set apart people. God had warned the Israelites time and 
again that if they disregarded His commandments, their lives were going to be difficult.
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Day 2 
WORD OF GOD

 10 And now you intend to make 
the men and women of Judah and         
Jerusalem your slaves. But aren’t 
you also guilty of sins against the 

Lord your God? 11 Now listen to me! 
Send back your fellow Israelites you 

have taken as prisoners, for the 
Lord’s fierce anger rests on you.”

12 Then some of the leaders 
in Ephraim—Azariah son of                    
Jehohanan, Berekiah son of                                  

Meshillemoth, Jehizkiah son of      
Shallum, and Amasa son of Hadlai—
confronted those who were arriving 
from the war. 13 “You must not bring 
those prisoners here,” they said, “or 

we will be guilty before the Lord. 
Do you intend to add to our sin and 
guilt? For our guilt is already great, 

and His fierce anger rests on Israel.”
14 So the soldiers gave up the          
prisoners and plunder in the                     

presence of the officials and all the 
assembly. 15 The men designated 
by name took the prisoners, and 
from the plunder they clothed all 
who were naked. They provided 

them with clothes and sandals, food 
and drink, and healing balm. All 

those who were weak they put on            
donkeys. So they took them back 

to their fellow Israelites at Jericho, 
the City of Palms, and returned to          

Samaria.

Day 2Day 2
CONTINUED
In 2 Chronicles 28 there is a story that 
may further explain the dislike for the 
peoples from Samaria. The story talks 
about God’s people, the Israelites, 
fighting against each other. This story 
takes place while Ahaz is king of the 
Southern Kingdom, Judah (735-715 BC), 
and while Pekah is king of the North-
ern Kingdom, Israel.  Unfortunately, 
Ahaz was an evil king who did not 
have any love for God, often doing the 
opposite of what God’s prophets told 
him. As a result of Ahaz’s sin, God set 
the Northern Kingdom of Israel against 
their own brothers.

2 Chronicles 28:6, 8-15
6 In one day Pekah son of                  

Remaliah killed a hundred and 
twenty thousand soldiers in Judah—

because Judah had forsaken the 
Lord, the God of their ancestors.

8 The men of Israel (Northern King-
dom) took captive from their fellow 
Israelites who were from Judah two 
hundred thousand wives, sons and 
daughters. They also took a great 

deal of plunder, which they carried 
back to Samaria. 9 But a prophet of 
the Lord named Oded was there, 

and he went out to meet the army 
when it returned to Samaria. He 

said to them, “Because the Lord, the 
God of your ancestors, was angry 

with Judah, He gave them into your 
hand. But you have slaughtered 
them in a rage that reaches to  

Heaven.
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DISCUSSION continuedDay 2

Imagine for a moment that there was an army of Spartans that came from Lansing and        
captured your spouse, your children, and your friends and also ransacked your house. Then, 
they led them back to Lansing, whipping and beating them as slaves. Would you be able to 
forgive those who were responsible? How would such an experience change the prisoners’ 
lives forever?  And then you hear about four men who were able to change the plans of the 
whole army. The text doesn’t say the four men were able to change the Spartans’ minds and 
have them return the captives, it just says they “gave up” their prisoners and plunder. How 
would you feel about the four men who had mercy towards the prisoners? I’ll bet they would 
all get a hero’s honor.  

What sticks out in this story are the four men who put the prophets’ warning into action. The 
men feared the Lord and took Oded’s words seriously. They convinced the looting army to 
drop everything and leave. Along with the prophet’s name, their full names were detailed in 
the story, and given that the story was originally written in Hebrew, likely add meaning to the 
story.
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Day 2 DISCUSSION continued
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A P P L I C A T I O N

First, the prophet’s name is Oded. Oded in Hebrew means restorer. God sent His restor-
er prophet to right the wrong that the peoples of Samaria had done to their brothers. 
Next, the names of the four men and their fathers give overtones of God as the Restor-
er. Through the Messiah, God will restore the wrong that sin has done to the world.   

       Son: Azariah = Yahweh has helped  Father: Johohanan  = Yahweh is gracious

       Berechiah= Yahweh blesses             Meshillemoth= Restitution

       Jehizkiah= Yahweh gives strength  Shallom= Peace, Safety

      Amasa= my people are from Jesse             Hadlai= to stop my arm

Do you see the progression through the names? They were or-
dered in a certain way so that we who study the Scriptures can find                  
hidden treasures. God has “helped us” by “graciously” sending Jesus as                               
“restitution.” We can know God’s “strength” through the “peace and 
safety” that Jesus brought to us. We are all God’s people through the 
tree (Jesus) that grows out of the stump of Jesse. God is a just God who 
deals with sin. Therefore, we needed Jesus to “stop His righteous arm.” 
What the four men did in the story is exactly what our Messiah Jesus 
has done for us. What the Samaritan did in the parable is exactly what 
God expects us to do. As Christians we must be people who repair                      
injustice and suffering. Pray for those who you know right now 
who are beaten, naked, and hungry. Perhaps that is the church in                                                                             
China, Iraq, or the children in Africa. One person may not be able to fix                                   
everything, but we can be doing something.  


