
BACKGROUND

Today’s portion of God’s Word starts right             
after Peter declares that Jesus is God’s promised         
Messiah, or Savior. Jesus responds by telling the 
disciples not to tell anyone this. This is not the first 
time Jesus has given that same, strange instruction. 
He did it after He had healed people, and He says 
it again after the disciples see Him glorified on a 
mountain, as you will read today. The question this 
leaves many of us with is Why? Why wouldn’t Jesus 
want everyone to know Who He is? The answer is 
found in the following passage, and it applies to our 
lives today.

3 YEARS,  
   6 DAYS

Luke 9

WALK
 Prepare your heart before you hear 
the up coming week’s sermon by 
spending time in the same passage 
the Pastor will be preaching on. These 
devotions are created to do individu-
ally or as a family. 

STAND
Worship together with other believ-
ers. Take time once a week to gather 
as one body, worship God, and be 
taught from His Word.

SIT
We invite you to root yourself into a 
group where you will grow with one 
another, care for one another and 
enjoy life together.
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Luke 9:21-50

Jesus strictly warned them not to tell 
this to anyone. 22 And he said, “The Son 
of Man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests 

and the teachers of the law,and he must 
be killed and on the third day be raised 

to life.”
23 Then he said to them all:                 

“Whoever wants to be my disciple must 
deny themselves and take up their cross 

daily and follow me. 24 For whoever 
wants to save their life will lose it, but 

whoever loses their life for me will save 
it. 25 What good is it for someone to gain 
the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit 
their very self? 26 Whoever is ashamed 

of me and my words, the Son of Man will 
be ashamed of them when he comes in 
his glory and in the glory of the Father 

and of the holy angels.
27 “Truly I tell you, some who are      

standing here will not taste death        
before they see the kingdom of God.”

28 About eight days after Jesus said this, 
he took Peter, John and James with him 
and went up onto a mountain to pray. 
29 As he was praying, the appearance 

of his face changed, and his clothes           
became as bright as a flash of                                     

lightning. 30 Two men, Moses and Elijah, 
appeared in glorious splendor, talking 

with Jesus. 31 They spoke about his                                       
departure, which he was about to bring 
to fulfillment at Jerusalem. 32 Peter and 
his companions were very sleepy, but 
when they became fully awake, they 

saw his glory and the two men standing 
with him. 33 As the men were leaving              
Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is 
good for us to be here. Let us put up 
three shelters—one for you, one for  

Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not 
know what he was saying.)

34 While he was speaking, a cloud         
appeared and covered them, and 

they were afraid as they entered the 
cloud. 35 A voice came from the cloud,                                                                   

saying, “This is my Son, 
whom I have chosen; listen to 

him.” 36 When the voice had                                                                      
spoken, they found that Jesus was 

alone. The disciples kept this to       
themselves and did not tell anyone at 

that time what they had seen.
37 The next day, when they came down 
from the mountain, a large crowd met 

him. 
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38 A man in the crowd called out, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for he is 
my only child. 39 A spirit seizes him and he suddenly screams; it throws him into        

convulsions so that he foams at the mouth. It scarcely ever leaves him and is      
destroying him. 40 I begged your disciples to drive it out, but they could not.”

41 “You unbelieving and perverse generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay 
with you and put up with you? Bring your son here.”

42 Even while the boy was coming, the demon threw him to the ground in a          
convulsion. But Jesus rebuked the impure spirit, healed the boy and gave him back 

to his father. 43 And they were all amazed at the greatness of God.

While everyone was marveling at all that Jesus did, he said to his disciples,                        
44 “Listen carefully to what I am about to tell you: The Son of Man is going to 
be delivered into the hands of men.”45 But they did not understand what this 
meant. It was hidden from them, so that they did not grasp it, and they were                    

afraid to ask him about it.
46 An argument started among the disciples as to which of them would be the 
greatest.47 Jesus, knowing their thoughts, took a little child and had him stand    
beside him. 48 Then he said to them, “Whoever welcomes this little child in my 

name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 
For it is the one who is least among you all who is the greatest.”

49 “Master,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your name and we 
tried to stop him, because he is not one of us.”

50 “Do not stop him,” Jesus said, “for whoever is not against you is for you.”

Day 1 WORD OF GOD continued
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Day 1 Discussion

I don’t know about you, but the first time I read Jesus’ response to the crowd about the 
little boy who was tormented by the evil spirit, I was taken aback. It seems harsh, though 
not untrue. Jesus’ sentiment in verse 41, as well as the rest of the passage we read,       
explains why he had a “not yet” approach to His disciples telling Who He was.
Jesus tells His followers that if they want to follow Him, they must take up their cross  
daily. This is a common statement for Jesus, said seven times in the Gospels in some 
manner. Taking up our cross means dying to the things of this life. Letting go of the    
worries, the control, the competition, and the immediate gratification that actually robs 
us of real life. 
Look at the disciples. When Jesus is glorified in front of Peter, James, and John and 
is joined by Moses and Elijah on the mountain, Peter is not alert to what they are 
talking about--Jesus’ approaching death and His saving the world. No, Peter thinks this              
experience is awesome. I should make a house for them, so I can come up and have this 
incredible experience whenever I want, he thinks. His mind is on the temporal, and on 
himself.
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Day 1

Or consider the disciples’ response to the person who was casting out demons in          
Jesus’ name. Their remarks were made because he wasn’t one of them. Jesus, however, 
was not worried. After all, He knows the hearts of all people. It never occurred to the          
disciples that Jesus may have had an interaction with this man without them. Jesus saw 
no competition. They were all on the same team.
Finally, note the verses before that exchange. As people were marveling at the         
greatness of God, the disciples were fighting about who was the best among them.       
Jesus tries to explain to them once again that those who serve, who give up their right to 
exalt themselves, are indeed the greatest. 
So why did Jesus say “Don’t tell?” He did so because the disciples did not have the whole 
picture yet. Their minds were still on the temporal. They were still caught up in the 
things of this world and would have confused and muddied the message. They were 
still hoping for an immediate political fix, a conquering king to kick Rome out. They 
did not yet grasp the eternal significance on what Jesus was going to do. Once they                   
witnessed Christ’s crucifixion, death, resurrection, and ascension, they were filled with 
the Holy Spirit and understanding. Their minds were now fixed on what mattered for all 
of eternity. 

What about our lives? Are we so consumed with 
 Worries
 What we want now
 Control
 Competition
 that we muddy the message? 
We might tell people they need to believe in Jesus, the Messiah, but then 
confuse them with our worried, grasping, materialistic, competitive            
behavior. 
If we are laying down our lives and taking up our cross daily, our eyes on    
Jesus, then our lives will carry a clear message to those around us. We will 
tell of Jesus and what He has done, and the message will make sense. 

Discussion continued
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Day 2 Day 2
What’s in a 
name?
In this passage, Jesus, Who was      
seeking to spend time with His Father 
in prayer, goes up onto a mountain 
with three of his closest disciples: 
James his half brother, Peter, and his 
closest friend, John.

About eight days after Jesus said 
this, he took Peter, John and James 

with him and went up onto a moun-
tain to pray. 29 As he was praying, 

the appearance of his face changed, 
and his clothes became as bright as 
a flash of lightning. 30 Two men, Mo-
ses and Elijah, appeared in glorious 
splendor, talking with Jesus. 31 They 
spoke about his departure, which 

he was about to bring to fulfillment 
at Jerusalem. 32 Peter and his com-

panions were very sleepy, but when 
they became fully awake, they saw 
his glory and the two men standing 
with him. 33 As the men were leaving 
Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it 
is good for us to be here. Let us put 
up three shelters—one for you, one 

for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He 
did not know what he was saying.)

34 While he was speaking, a cloud ap-
peared and covered them, and they 

were afraid as they entered the cloud. 
35 A voice came from the cloud, saying, 
“This is my Son, whom I have chosen; 
listen to him.” 36 When the voice had 
spoken, they found that Jesus was 

alone. The disciples kept this to them-
selves and did not tell anyone at that 

time what they had seen.
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DiscussionDay 2
Why did these two men appear with Jesus? Moses and Elijah, who both lived long before Jesus 
was born, are  heroes of the faith in the Old Testament. Moses was the leader God chose to deliver 
His people, the Jews, out of slavery in Egypt. God then gave His people the Law through Moses. 
Elijah was a prophet of God to the Kings and the Jewish people. [Moses’ presence in this moment         
represented the Law that Jesus would soon fulfill, and] Elijah’s presence represented not only      
himself, but all of the prophets who had spoken of the promised Messiah. 
Moses led God’s people through the wilderness for 40 years. But he was not the one who led them 
into the Promised Land. His successor Joshua, whose name means God is Salvation, finished the 
work Moses had started. Similarly, Elijah was taken up to heaven, and his successor Elisha (another 
form of Joshua) carried on his ministry, and in fact doubled the miraculous works of Elijah. 
Did you know Jesus is the Greek form of the name Joshua? Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s         
rescue of all people from the bondage of sin. Jesus is the only one to fulfill the Law of God in       
perfect obedience, and He was the perfect spotless sacrifice required by the Law. Jesus performed 
countless miracles like the prophets before Him and is the fulfillment of the prophecies of the Old 
Testament. 
He is Yeshua, He is Salvation. He is the fulfillment of all that God had done and promised, and 
though He was fully God, He was also fully man. The assignment had to seem overwhelming.      
Moses and Elijah, who were mere men, were now privy to the wisdom of heaven. How excited 
they must have been talking with Jesus and seeing the fulfillment of God’s great plan coming to 
pass. The Bible doesn’t tell us what they said, only that they talked with Him about His departure.              
I wonder if they offered encouragement to Him. Jesus’ disciples couldn’t understand what He 
was about to do, and therefore, they couldn’t say much to encourage their friend. I wonder if God                         
provided this moment with two friends who knew the big picture to bless Jesus on His way to the 
cross. 
 

I took two things from this passage. Like our savior Jesus who is fully God 
and fully man; one application is very big, you might say infinite, and       
supernatural. The other is small, intimate, and very human. 

First, God has had a plan to save you from the beginning. Nothing is by 
accident. None of His promises ever fail. All He has done is according to His 
plan. 

Second, when we humble ourselves before God, seeking the strength from 
Him to obey, He will strengthen us and care for us. 
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