
Sermon Based Small Groups 
Easter! 
 
 
  

Ice Breaker 

Feel free to use this question, or make up one of your own!  

Cadbury Eggs...good or gross? 

What was your favorite part about Easter this year? 

Scripture (1) 

Hebrews 9:1-8 (NRSV) 

The Earthly and the Heavenly Sanctuaries 

9 Now even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly 

sanctuary. 2 For a tent was constructed, the first one, in which were the 

lampstand, the table, and the bread of the Presence; this is called the Holy 

Place. 3 Behind the second curtain was a tent called the Holy of Holies. 4 In 

it stood the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant overlaid on 

all sides with gold, in which there were a golden urn holding the manna, and 

Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tablets of the covenant; 5 above it were 

the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we 

cannot speak now in detail. 

6 Such preparations having been made, the priests go continually into the 

first tent to carry out their ritual duties; 7 but only the high priest goes into 

the second, and he but once a year, and not without taking the blood that he 

offers for himself and for the sins committed unintentionally by the people. 8 



By this the Holy Spirit indicates that the way into the sanctuary has not yet 

been disclosed as long as the first tent is still standing. 

No Video Recap this week 

Question 

Main Question 1 

Had you ever heard anything about the Holy of Holies before? 

Follow up questions: 

Why do you think there were so many rules and regulations for the 

priests working in the temple? 

Do you ever struggle to see the connection between the Old and New 

Testament?  

Scripture (2) 

Matthew 27:45-51 (NRSV) 

 

The Death of Jesus 

45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 

afternoon. 46 And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, 

lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

47 When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for 

Elijah.” 48 At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour 

wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the others said, 

“Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.”50 Then Jesus cried 

again with a loud voice and breathed his last. 51 At that moment the curtain 



of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the 

rocks were split.  

Questions 

Main Question 2 

Why did Jesus say he was forsaken? 

Follow up questions: 

What happened after Jesus breathed his last? 

What did the tearing of the curtain signify? 

What do you think those in the temple thought when that 

happened? 

Scripture (3) 
John 20:1-11 

 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 

went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the 

entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the 

one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and 

we don’t know where they have put him!”3 So Peter and the other disciple 

started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple outran 

Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips 

of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind 

him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 

as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth 

was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other 

disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and 

believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to 

rise from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to where they were 

staying. 11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent 



over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated 

where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the 

foot. 

Questions 

Main Question 3 

Do you think Mary, John or Peter, recognized the symbolism of the Mercy 

Seat when they looked into the tomb? 

Follow up questions: 

Does it surprise you that they had not yet understood that 

Jesus would rise on the third day? 

The Mercy Seat was not the place where sin was ignored, 

appeased, and forgotten, it was where sin was acknowledged, 

paid for and forgiven. Why is that an important difference? 

Main Question 4 

Do you believe that the blood of Christ is the once and for all sacrifice and 

redemptive work of God? 

Follow up questions: 

Have you received forgiveness, and invited the Holy Spirit into 

your life? 

Do you think some people think that is the end? They think the 

last step is being saved by Jesus, instead of thinking of that as 

the beginning of life with him? 

 

Main Question 5 

If the Old Temple is obsolete, what is the new temple? 

Follow up questions: 

We have free access to the throne of God, do you remember 

that every day? 



God made a way for relationship with you - at the greatest 

cost. Do you put up other things in the way now, even though 

the curtain has been torn?  

Prayer 

Ask your group if there are any updates from last week’s prayer concerns. 

Include time in the prayer to thank God for any answers to last week's 

prayer. 

Ask for new prayer concerns. 

It is a good idea to write these down, so you can be sure to cover each one. 

If your group is getting comfortable with each other, you could ask for 

volunteers to pray for each of the concerns during the prayer time. 

Invite you group to take a look at the devotions leading up to next week’s 

sermon. They are available online on the Foundry website. 

 

 

 
 


