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Day 2 
 Luke 1:17-25 
18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am 
an old man and my wife is well along in years.” 

19 The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence 
of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you 
this good news. 20 And now you will be silent and not able to 
speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe 
my words, which will come true at their appointed time.” 

21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and 
wondering why he stayed so long in the temple. 22 When he 
came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had 
seen a vision in the temple, for he kept making signs to them 
but remained unable to speak. 

23 When his time of service was completed, he returned home. 
24 After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five 
months remained in seclusion. 25 “The Lord has done this for 
me,” she said. “In these days he has shown his favor and taken 
away my disgrace among the people.” 

Believe 
I have a sparkly red sign that says that word. We set it out 

at Christmas. It may have been intended to mean believe 

in Santa Clause, or the magic of the season, but that is 

not why I put it out. For me, it reminds me of the 

miracles that surrounded the birth of Christ, and that our 

great God can do anything.  
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Who was Zachariah? 

Zechariah was a priest in year 1 

B.C. He is not the same Zechariah 

who wrote the book by that name 

in the Old Testament. That was 

500 years earlier. 

The Zechariah we are looking at 

today, was actually related to 

Mary, the mother of Jesus. His 

wife, Elizabeth was her cousin 

(although we don’t know if that is 

first cousin or 4th!). They were 

close enough that Mary went to 

stay with them during part of her 

pregnancy. Zechariah and 

Elizabeth were devout. This 

means they worshipped God, and 

sought to serve Him with their 

lives, and live by His laws. 

Zechariah and Elizabeth had 

never been able to have children. 

The Bible tells us that Zechariah 

was chosen by lot, to burn incense 

in the Holy place. This was a high 

honor, and a rare experience. 

Some Biblical scholars suggests 

that given the number of priests 

See Who was Zachariah?, Page B2
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Believe Cont’d from B1

An angel appeared out of nowhere. It stood before 

Zachariah, told him his deepest heart's desire was going to 

be met and he…

…questioned him 

The angel was having none of this. “I am Gabriel” he 

said.

Gabriel means messenger of God. Angels abide in the 

heavenly realms. They see what we cannot yet fathom, 

the Glory of God. Angels do not have lifespans like we 

do. They have been able to see God’s plan unfold 

overtime. They know His power, they have seen His creativity and love. They celebrate when God’s 

plan comes to pass with each person saved. How strange this human’s response must have seemed to 

the angel. The consequence of Zachariah’s disbelief was silence. The Priest was not able to speak, 

until the day they named John after his birth. This caused me to wonder. 

Have I ever lost my voice, my opportunity to speak into someone's life or a situation, due to by 

own disbelief? 
I asked my friends the same thing. One dear sister shared her own heartbreaking experience. When 

faced with the terminal diagnosis of a friend, she started to doubt whether or not God would use her to 

comfort her friend. She doubted if she would know what to say or how to care. As a result, she pulled 

away. Instead of being the light and love of Christ to her friend, and friend’s family, she drifted more 

and more into silence. It is a deep regret to her to this day. I know many of us have had that 

experience, where God wants us to trust in His power to care for, pray over, provide for, or speak to 

someone, but we don’t believe He can use us. Even though we feel the nudge of the Spirit, we 

convince ourselves we understand the situation better. We tell ourselves we can’t do anything, we will 

just mess it up.  As result we loose our voice. 
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Who was Zachariah?, 
cont’d: 

at the time, “it would never 

happen to the same priest twice 

in his lifetime to enter that 

sacred spot.” 
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Why did Zachariah question the angel’s words? Look at his explanation,  “How can I be sure of this? I 

am an old man and my wife is well along in years.”

Zachariah was using science and biology against the angel’s message. He was saying, look I know 

how life works, and Elizabeth and I are passed the years when we can have a baby. Luke already told 

us that the priest was a righteous man. However, as we said before, he wasn’t perfect. When the time 

came for his prayer to be answered, he trusted in what he could understand, rather than in God. 

God understood science and biology...He was the author who set them in order! But he was not 

limited by them. Do we limit our trust in God based on what we can understand? Do we see situations 

through human lenses? Let’s ask God to give us different eyes this season. Ask Him to let you see 

things through the possibility of His mighty power. Then when He speaks…

believe.
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