
Advent 2018 December 2-10, 2018

Luke 1:26-33 
Gabriel Predicts Jesus’ Birth 

26 In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent by 
God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,27 to a virgin 
engaged to a man named Joseph, of the house of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And the angel came to 
her and said, “Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is 
with you.” 29 But she was deeply troubled by this 
statement, wondering what kind of greeting this could 
be. 30 Then the angel told her: “Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favor with God. 31 Now listen: You 
will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name 
him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son 
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the 
throne of his father David. 33 He will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will have no 
end.”

I wonder what was going through Mary’s mind when she 
was called ‘Highly Favored’.  It states in vs. 29 that Mary 
was greatly troubled and that she pondered over those 
words spoken about her.  I know for me, I would probably 
make some kind of “yeah right” noise and shake my head if 
someone called me “Highly Favored.”  In fact, I bet many 
would do the same.  For some reason when we think about 
who we are, or what our capabilities are, we think we are far 
from good enough. Our inadequacies and smallness flood 
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Mary was most likely a 
young teenager when 
Gabriel appeared to her; 
around 14 years old. 
She was not from a 
wealthy family, but she 
was from the blood line 
of King David, 27 
generations later.  

Mary responds to the 
Angel’s message with a 
song that shows her 
faith in God, and her 
knowledge of the Old 
Testament. Mary was 
the only person present 
and Jesus’ birth and 
death on the cross. 
When Jesus preformed 
his first recorded 
miracle, Mary was the 
one who told the others 
to “do what ever He 
(Jesus) tells you.” 
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our thoughts and we begin to believe the lies Satan tells us about not being good enough. We 
often are our own worst critic and would probably never think we are worthy enough to carry 
out such an honorable task as Mary. Sometimes we confuse this statement about Mary. Mary 
wasn’t highly favored because of something she did or was, she was highly favored because GOD 
CHOSE HER.

God uses the least likely (to us) to fulfill His will.  Mary was only a 14 year old girl, engaged to 
be married and now finds herself in this situation where she had to rely on her faith and trust 
that she was worthy enough to be used for His glory.  

I like how Ruth Haley Barton states in her book Strengthening the Soul of Your 
Leadership 

“Any kind of authentic calling usually takes us to a place 

where we have serious objections of some sort, places where 

we feel inadequate - where we confront our own willfulness 

and our preconceived ideas about how we thought our life 

would go, where we think what God is asking us to do is 

downright impossible or where we just don’t want to take 

the risk.”

I could guess that Mary was probably feeling quite inadequate when asked to carry the Son of 
God. But because of her faith, she was able to recognize and submit to the will of God no matter 
the cost, and because of her obedience, everything worked out for good, His glory.
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Hebrews 11:6 New International Version (NIV) 
6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone 
who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards 
those who earnestly seek him.
If you’ve been through our Foundry 201 class and took the Spiritual Gifts assessment, you would 
have seen that  FAITH is one of those Spiritual Gifts.  Those with the gift of faith trust that 
God is sovereign and that He is good.  They take Him at His Word and put the full weight of 
their lives in His hands.  They expect God to move and are not surprised when He answers a 
prayer or performs a miracle.

FAITH - Faith trusts God to work beyond the human capabilities of the people.  Believers with 
this gift encourage others to trust in God in the face of apparently insurmountable odds. 

God sees us through a beautifully different lens than we see ourselves and I believe God can and 
does use us all.  Often times we don’t see how, but that is ok because we don’t get to decide 
what we do or don’t DESERVE. GOD DOES. We don’t get to decide what title we hold or 
where God is going to use us. GOD DOES.  We just need to have the FAITH (that surpasses 
all understanding) and know full well that God has it all planned out and live into the person He 
determined us to be.

Questions:
If someone greeted you by calling you highly favored, would you believe them? What would you 
feel/think?

Have you ever found yourself in a situation where you thought there was absolutely no way you 
were capable of accomplishing ___________ or you were under qualified for a position you found 
yourself in?

How willing are you to be used by God, no matter the cost?
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