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The Foundry Church Devotions

Matthew 2:13-15 

13 When they had gone, an 
angel of the Lord appeared 
to Joseph in a dream. “Get 
up,” he said, “take the 
child and his mother and 
escape to Egypt. Stay there 
until I tell you, for Herod 
is going to search for the 
child to kill him.”
14 So he got up, took the 
child and his mother during 
the night and left for 
Egypt, 
15 where he stayed until 
the death of Herod. And so 
was fulfilled what the Lord 
had said through the 
prophet: “Out of Egypt I 
called my son.”

Hosea 11:1-2

1 When Israel was a child, 
I loved him, and out of 
Egypt I called my son.
2 But the more I called 
Israel, the further they 
went from me.

Fatherhood 

For those of us with children, it 
may be easier to understand the 
actions associated with protecting 
our children. Having recently 
decided to pursue the relaxation 
and rest benefits of camping, I’ve 
quickly learned that relaxed 
camping is NOT the case at this 
stage of my family’s life. The 
reason being is that I have a two 
year old who possesses terrible 
listening skills when it comes to 
playing within my sight and has 
little fear of the unexplored world 
that awaits him in a campground. 
My hopes of sitting in my 
reclining chair to read a few pages 
of a book and perhaps take a nap 
are all but lost if I truly care about 
the safety and whereabouts of my 
child. Whenever I would ask my 
two year old to come back 
towards me, it became a game for 
him to see how far he could run 
away from me before I could catch 
him! Oh what a rascal! 

Cont’d B2 
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Divine Protection 

There is a Jewish story that 

appears in a historical book 

that is based on Exodus 14:19: 

The ancient Jewish tale goes 

like this: 

  

There is the parable of a man 
who was walking by the way, 
having with him his child whom 
he allowed to proceed in front. 
Brigands came to kidnap the 
child; so the father took him 
from in front and placed him 
behind. A wolf appeared in the 
rear; so he took the child from 
behind and again placed him in 
front. Afterwards brigands came 
in front and wolves behind; so 
he took the child up and carried 
him in his arms. The child began 
to be troubled by the glare of 
the sun, and the father spread 
his own garment over him. The 
child hungered and the father 
fed him; he thirsted and the 
father gave him drink. So did 
God act toward Israel when he 
was delivered from Egypt. (Mech. 
ad loc.; 30a)

Divine Protection Cont’d B3
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Fatherhood cont’d
Little does he know that there 
are dangers, such as vehicles, 
ponds, and pedal bike gangs 
with riders who don’t have the 
defensive aptitude to watch out 
for a two year old! 
Nevertheless, in the end, my 
responsibility to care for my 
child is greater than my desire 
to relax.  
When God sent an angel to 
Joseph, he immediately obeyed 
the warning to protect his 
child. Although many of us 
haven’t been told to move to 
another country, could we say 
that the devotion to fatherhood 
is the same? Like Joseph, those 
of us who are parents would go 
to great lengths to protect and 
care for our children. 
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When we think about how our 
Heavenly Father loves and cares 
for us, His children, how much 
thankfulness and awe should fill 
our hearts! He cares and loves 
us so deeply that He sent His 
Son to come and rescue us...even 
when we often run away when He 
calls us. Our Father is active, 
and His pursuit of us will never 
end! Rest in the knowledge that 
you are being pursued, watched 
over, and cared for by your 
Heavenly Father.
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