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Luke 1:1-17 
Introduction 

Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have 
been fulfilled among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by 
those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 
3 With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated 
everything from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may know 
the certainty of the things you have been taught. 

The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold 

5 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named 
Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife 
Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 6 Both of them were 
righteous in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commands 
and decrees blamelessly. 7 But they were childless because 
Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were both very old. 

8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving 
as priest before God, 9 he was chosen by lot, according to the 
custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and 
burn incense. 10 And when the time for the burning of incense 
came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside. 

11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the 
right side of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he 
was startled and was gripped with fear.13 But the angel said to 
him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. 
Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him 
John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice 
because of his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the 
Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he 
will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. 16 He will 
bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 
And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of 
Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a a 
people prepared for the Lord.”
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Meet the Author 

Who wrote the gospel of Luke? 

When we read a news 

report, we expect it to be 

carefully researched. Luke 

is a great example of that 

kind of reporting! 

Luke was a gentile, 

meaning he was raised in a 

family that was not of 

Jewish origin. He was a 

physician, and a friend of 

the apostle Paul who 

accompanied him on many 

journey’s.  

Luke is writing to someone 

he calls Theophilus, and 

since Luke refers to him as 

“most excellent” he was 

probably a high ranking 

official of some sort. Luke 

carefully put together all 

the substantiated  

information        

See Meet the Author, Page A2
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A Surprise Visit 
Can you imagine this moment for Zechariah? It was already 

nerve racking and exciting to be chosen to be the one to 

perform this special duty. Surely he went in carefully, hoping to 

do everything exactly right. Then right before him stood an 

angel of the Lord! The message of the angel show us God’s 

capacity to care about each person personally, while 

simultaneously carrying out His plan for the whole world. 

Fear Not. 

I imagine Zechariah’s face was pale. Maybe he stumbled back, 

eyes wide, looking for something to steady himself. The angel 

was about to deliver a message that had world wide 

significance. It had eternal importance. But God did not 

instruct the angel to start with that. No, first he was going to 

attend to the old priest’s long broken heart. 

“God has heard your prayer. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son…”

Zechariah and Elizabeth we righteous. No, they weren’t perfect, but they had strived to trust and obey 

God. They were concerned with living the way God said was right; righteous. Since the word of God 

they had studied all their lives taught that children were a blessing of a loving God, they may have 

wondered why they had not been blessed. 

God had a plan for these two faithful followers to become parents; just not on their timeline! God 

would bring their child, John, into the world at the right time so that he could prepare the way for the 

Son of God! 

The angel went on to explain the unique child, and man John would be. Zechariah and Elizabeth had 

specific instructions for raising him. God knew they were they man and women for the job.  Their age 

didn’t matter. God is not restricted by the things we think hold us back. John would preach a message 
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Meet the Author, 
cont’d: 

he could about Jesus. Like 

a good historian or 

reporter, he relied on 

eyewitness accounts and 

documents. He wrote the 

letter to Theophilus for a 

few reasons. First he 

wanted to inform his friend 

of the Good News! It is also 

likely that Theophilus could 

publish Luke’s writing. 

Luke hoped to inform other 

gentiles that Jesus came to 

save them as well. He also 

wanted to clear up some 

wrongly reported 

statements about Jesus. 
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of repentance to people. This child named John, a long awaited answer to prayer, was also the one 

chosen by God to prepare the way for His own Son.

Do you ever wonder if God cares about you... personally? Have you, like Zachariah, 

been haunted by what you thought was an unanswered prayer?

It’s Christmas time. Have you done any 

Christmas shopping? The hardest part about 

all the Christmas errands when your kids are 

little, is that they are with you all the time! I 

remember sneaking gifts into the bottom of 

the cart and covering them with my coat. The 

lady at the check out would catch on, wink 

and quickly scan the toy while I distracted the 

my son or daughter.  Sometimes they would 

see something they really, really, really 

wanted. “No, not today” I would say. Their little fallen faces would be genuine. It wasn’t that I didn’t 

care. I did. But I knew that there was a time for that special gift, and it wasn’t today in the middle of 

grocery shopping. Sometimes we think a prayer is not answered, when it is. It may just be that the 

answer was not  yes. At times the answer from our loving Father may be no, or not yet.

He cares about your hopes and dreams. This does not mean He will give us everything we ask for. We 

won’t win every game just because we pray. We won’t get every job we beg for. Sometimes we won’t 

even get the relief we think we need. The thing is, God knows what we need better than we do. He 

also knows the plan He has for our best, and the part He has for us to play in the world’s best. In His 

unfathomable all knowing, all powerful goodness, He fits the amazing puzzle together at just the time 

and place. 
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Had I been in Zachariah's shoes before that day in the temple, I am sure I would have wondered how 

being childless could have possibly been part of God’s plan. In my own life, there are different 

questions like that. Some of those have been answered in part, as God has graced us with spiritual 

hindsight. Others have not been answered, and may not be until I am with Him in eternity. But what is 

not unclear is who He is. When I look up out of my wondering and waiting, and look at who He is, I 

can rest. 

Fear not. God has heard your prayer. 
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