
 

 Foundry Groups 

Into the Water: Week 3 

 

 

 

Leaders Reminder: Be sure to complete the Community Question portion after prayer. 

Ice Breaker 

What is  your funniest most embarrassing moment? 

Read the following scripture as a group: 

Matthew 3:1-13 New International Version (NIV) 

John the Baptist Prepares the Way 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

3 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 

and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he 

who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 

    make straight paths for him.’” 

4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around 

his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5 People went out to him from 

Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 6 Confessing 

their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where 

he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 

flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And 

do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I 

tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10 

The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not 

produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 

11 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is 

more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, 

and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and 

burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

The Baptism of Jesus 
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13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But 

John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you 

come to me?” 

15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 

righteousness.” Then John consented. 

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that 

moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 

dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, 

whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 

Sermon Recap Video 

Watch the video together 

 

Discussion Questions 

Question #1 

Can you laugh at yourself? 

Is there a difference between being embarrassed and being humbled? 

One of the values at The Foundry is Seriously Fun. We take the Gospel seriously, 

but not ourselves. Do you see that lived out in the church or in your own life? 

Do you think that is something you can grow into? 

Question #2 

John spoke very bluntly to the Pharisees - the legalistic hypocrites of the 
religious scene in his day. Re-read verses 7-12. What are the parallels between 

 
 

 
3 



 
 

 
 

John's words to the Pharisees, and the instructions of Psalm 1 that we studied 
during the Rooted Series? 
 

Why was John so hard on the Pharisees?  
 
When we laid this series out, we didn’t realize we would be coming back to the 
teaching of Psalm 1. What do you think God is speaking to us as a church in 
this? 

What is he speaking to you personally? 

Question #3 

How did John humble himself willingly? 

Can you think of a modern equivalent to John’s choices? 

Would it be harder for you to lay down comforts of this life or to lay down your  

reputation, popularity etc. ?  

Question #4 

Adam and Eve disobeyed because satan told them that eating the fruit would 

make them like God. How are we tempted in our pride the same way? 

Jesus did the exact opposite of this. He was God, and He laid down everything to 

identify with broken humans. Read Philippians 2:5-8. Notice how many steps 

down Jesus took, have you ever really thought about this before? 

How can we have the same mindset of Christ in our relationships? Be specific! 

Question #5 

Sometimes we can be like those who sit in the splash zone, and insist we are 

fine with being humbled. Then when we are splashed with the waters we are 
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angrier than we expected. Take the Splash Zone Test together. Have you ever 

had one of these thoughts: 

I can’t be seen with them... 

 
I can’t do that job, it’s beneath me 

 
How could they ask me to do that? Don’t they know how talented/smart/ (fill in 
the blank) I am? 

 
Why wasn’t I recognized, rewarded, acknowledged...I do more than everyone 

 

They wouldn’t survive a day without me 

Question #6 

In the sermon, Eric mentioned that we will encounter the waters of humility. 

We can enter willingly everyday, by the way we treat others and view 

ourselves, or we can be placed into the waters unwillingly. Do you agree or 

disagree? 

Have you ever been placed into the waters of humility? 

Read Hebrews 12:6. How can that comfort us?  

If you have been through the waters, and come out the other side, how did it 

change you? 
 

Please spend time in prayer before watching the 

community questions video. 
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Close in Prayer 

Prayer is a great time to grow together as a group. Ask your group members for prayer 

concerns, and take turns praying for one another today and throughout the week! 

Remind you group to spend time with God this week, and that the Devotions are available 

on Foundrychurch.net 

Community Questions: 

Watch the end of the video for answers from Eric! 

If anyone has come up with more questions, please submit them as well. 

What are some questions, individuals or your group as a whole have about the 

Foundry? We want to be able to communicate well, and answer questions that 

might be floating around in people’s minds. 

Please take time with your group to write down the questions people would like 

answered (Topics might have to do with NEXT updates, staff or anything else!). 

Over the next weeks, we will try to answer a few of these questions each week, at 

the end of the Groups video. Thank You! 
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