
Heavenly Father, 

There are so many distractions in life, and so I ask that you would 
calm my mind. Allow me to experience your presence as I read your 
word and apply it to my life. 

In Jesus Name, 

Amen 
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Backstory 

We have been studying the life of Joseph this summer. We have seen him rejected by 
his family, sold as a slave, falsely accused, and forgotten in a prison. Now, because God 
organized circumstances, he has interpreted Pharaoh’s dream. He also gave Pharaoh 
sound advice on how to handle the upcoming fourteen years. Pharaoh then appointed 
Joseph to handle the situations, elevating him to a place of great responsibility and 
honor. 

Scripture 

Genesis 41:41-56 New International Version (NIV) 

Joseph in Charge of Egypt 
41 So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of Egypt.” 
42 Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph’s finger. He 
dressed him in robes of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck. 43 He had 
him ride in a chariot as his second-in-command,  and people shouted before him, 
“Make way!” Thus he put him in charge of the whole land of Egypt. 

44 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, but without your word no one will lift 
hand or foot in all Egypt.” 45 Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-Paneah and 
gave him Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, to be his wife. And Joseph went 
throughout the land of Egypt. 

46 Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 
And Joseph went out from Pharaoh’s presence and traveled throughout Egypt. 47 
During the seven years of abundance the land produced plentifully. 48 Joseph 
collected all the food produced in those seven years of abundance in Egypt and stored 
it in the cities. In each city he put the food grown in the fields surrounding it. 49 
Joseph stored up huge quantities of grain, like the sand of the sea; it was so much that 
he stopped keeping records because it was beyond measure. 

50 Before the years of famine came, two sons were born to Joseph by Asenath 
daughter of Potiphera, priest of On. 51 Joseph named his firstborn Manasseh and said, 
“It is because God has made me forget all my trouble and all my father’s household.” 
52 The second son he named Ephraim and said, “It is because God has made me 
fruitful in the land of my suffering.” 
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53 The seven years of abundance in Egypt came to an end, 54 and the seven years of 
famine began, just as Joseph had said. There was famine in all the other lands, but in 
the whole land of Egypt there was food. 55 When all Egypt began to feel the famine, 
the people cried to Pharaoh for food. Then Pharaoh told all the Egyptians, “Go to 
Joseph and do what he tells you.” 

56 When the famine had spread over the whole country, Joseph opened all the 
storehouses and sold grain to the Egyptians, for the famine was severe throughout 
Egypt. 

Discussion 
My kids love talent shows. They love watching a person, whom no one knows, 
suddenly have the chance to sing in front of millions. It’s great to see the audience 
stunned by a beautiful voice coming out of someone when they didn’t expect it. For 
some of those contestants, it seems like their life changes in a minute. We don’t see the 
years of work that went on before that shining moment.  

For all of Egypt, Jospeh must have seemed like a sudden rising star. Actually, it’s more 
like he was just catapulted into the sky one day. Suddenly, he was over the whole land, 
married to a women of noble birth, and honored only second to Pharaoh. I can 
imagine some of the others who worked for Pharaoh thinking: Who is this guy? 

44 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, 
but without your word no one will lift hand or 
foot in all Egypt.” 
Pharaoh even changed his name. Zaphenath-Paneah meant “one who furnishes the 
nourishment of life.” Not only did he have a new title, a new wife, a new name, he 
was also promised that his first seven years would be successful. God had shown that 
there were going to be seven plentiful years. Joseph had to organize and store the 
plenty. Sometimes, when a person rockets to fame or success, they also become 
arrogant. Not so with Joseph. 

During that first seven years of honor and success, Joseph was also given two children. 
Joseph was very deliberate with his son’s names. The first was Manasseh, which 
sounds a lot like the Hebrew word for forget. Did you notice why Joseph named his 
new blessing forget? He recognized that God had allowed him to forget the pain of his 
childhood. God had taken away the bitter memories, and allowed Joseph to celebrate 
the new blessings from the Lord. Joseph did not credit Pharaoh, or his new position 
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with helping him deal with the past hurts, he gave glory to God. Similarly, his second 
son was named Ephraim. Once again, God is praised and recognized by Joseph. 
Ephraim means “fruitful”. Joseph knows all He has been given is from the Lord.  

Much of the New Testament was written by a man we call the Apostle Paul. He had 
seen exciting, thriving ministry as well as experienced difficult, lonely and frightening 
ordeals in his work to share the good news about Jesus. Paul wrote this to the church 
in Philippi, while he was in prison: 

Philippians 4:11-13 New International Version (NIV) 

11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to 
be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be 
in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the 
secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well 
fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do 
all this through him who gives me strength. 

Joseph’s life displayed this same sentiment. When life was hard, he turned to God. 
When life was going well, he continued to turn to God. What if Joseph had just 
“enjoyed” the seven years of plenty, and not been faithful with his assignment? What if 
he had gotten caught up in all the privileges, and forget to be faithful to the purpose 
God had for him?  
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APPLICATION 
Are you in a time of need or waiting? Or are you in a time of plenty, where everything seems to 
be going well? 

• Are you finding your peace and joy in your own accomplishes, or in the fact that you are a 
child of God? 

• As you pray today, sit with your hands open. Acknowledge that every good thing you have is 
from God, and give Him thanks. 

• In the same way, open you hands and share with Him your pains and burdens. Ask God for 
the strength to get through today. 



 

Prayer 
Heavenly Father, help me to understand your word and know you more. Holy Spirit fill me 
so that I may be transformed into Christ’s image, not the worlds. In Jesus name I pray, Amen. 

Scripture Background 
Today’s scripture is from the New Testament, the Gospel or “Good News” of Matthew. Matthew 
records one of Jesus’ teachings. Often Jesus used a story to help people understand a truth. These 
stories are called parables. The following parable was used by Jesus to teach what we should do with 
the things that God puts in our life, namely how we handle responsibility. We will look at the 
connection between Joseph’s life and the words of Jesus. 
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Scripture 

Matthew 25:14-30 English Standard Version (ESV) 

The Parable of the Talents 

14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted 
to them his property. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to 
each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 He who had received the five 
talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. 17 So also 
he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18 But he who had received the 
one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money. 19 Now after a 
long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 And 
he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, 
‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I have made five talents more.’ 21 His 
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over 
a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And he also 
who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you 
delivered to me two talents; here, I have made two talents 
more.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have 
been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 
24 He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you 
to be a hard man, reaping where you did not 
sow, and gathering where you scattered no 
seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid 
your talent in the ground. Here, you have what 
is yours.’ 26 But his master answered him, ‘You 
wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I 
reap where I have not sown and gather where I 
scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to have 
invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what 
was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it to him who has 
the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an 
abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 
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Discussion 

Have you ever done a really good job on 
something? Maybe it was a project for 
school, or something your parents asked you 
to do. Did you complete something ahead of 
schedule and better than expected at work? 
It’s a good feeling, isn't it?  

Here is a harder question. Have you ever 
done a really poor job? Did you put it off 
because you were afraid you couldn’t do it 
well enough? That is a miserable feeling.  

As we look back on Jospeh’s life so far, we see one 
familiar thread. Whether he was obeying his father, working for Potiphar, or serving in 
a prison; he did so with all his might. God blessed his efforts, even in the dungeon, 
and he was put in charge of everyone. Joseph didn’t seem to see tasks as big or small, 
important or unimportant. He did his best with what was put in front of him. That is 
why he was the right man to be given the responsibility of feeding all of Egypt. 
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Grain storehouse in Egypt 



In the parable that Jesus told, we see that the first two servants do all they can with 
what they are given. I want to take a moment and concentrate on the second servant. 
He wasn’t given as much as the first servant and I wonder how that felt. Would you 
have been relieved to not have as much responsibility or work to do? Would you have 
been jealous, or offended? Do you notice how the second servant simply takes what he 
was given with out comparing himself with the other two? That behavior allows him 
to do his best. He doesn’t dwell on the fact that one person has twice as much to work 
with, and he doesn’t grumble about the fact that the third servant wasn’t left with as 
much responsibility as he was. He just does his job, and he does it very well. 

Colossians (a letter by the Apostle Paul to a church on 
Colossae) 3:17 says: 

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.” 
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•What responsibilities has God given you? 
• How is your attitude about that responsibility? 

• How do you react when others are given greater responsibility than you? 

• How do you react when others are given less responsibility than you? 

•How can you give glory to God through the 
way you carry out your responsibility?



 9



 10


