
 

Back Story 

Let’s take a closer look at Judah’s life and what made him go from Deceiver 
and Liar to Corrector and Negotiator. To do so, we need to venture back to the 
events that happened after he came up with the idea to sell his brother, 
Joseph, into slavery.  Where was Judah’s rock bottom?  What event changed 
his heart?  Let’s look into Genesis 38 so we can better understand how and 
why Judah’s heart changed so drastically. 

After Judah had sold Joseph to the slave traders and then fabricated and told 
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the lie to his father about what had happened to Joseph, he leaves his family and runs to Adullam. If 
you read through Genesis 38, it is apparent that Judah is trying to escape; he is attempting to 
distance himself from any reminders of the wrongs he has created within his family. Judah tries to 
use love and lust to cover over those wrongs. What we will soon find, though, is that God is going to 
use this “escape” as a time of refining Judah. There will be some heat and some hurt, but in the end, 
Judah’s heart becomes no longer his own, but God’s. 

Scripture 
Read all of Genesis 44, paying attention to verses 27-34. 
27 “Your servant my father said to us, ‘You know that my wife bore me two 
sons. 28 One of them went away from me, and I said, “He has surely been torn 
to pieces.” And I have not seen him since. 29 If you take this one from me too 
and harm comes to him, you will bring my gray head down to the grave in 
misery.’ 

30 “So now, if the boy is not with us when I go back to your servant my father, 
and if my father, whose life is closely bound up with the boy’s life, 31 sees that 
the boy isn’t there, he will die. Your servants will bring the gray head of our 
father down to the grave in sorrow. 32 Your servant guaranteed the boy’s 
safety to my father. I said, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, I will bear the 
blame before you, my father, all my life!’ 

33 “Now then, please let your servant remain here as my lord’s slave in place 
of the boy, and let the boy return with his brothers. 

34 How can I go back to my father if the boy is 
not with me? No! Do not let me see the misery 
that would come on my father.” 

Now, read Genesis 38 on your own, to understand more of went on 
in Judah’s life while Joseph was in Egypt. 
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Judah did not recognize Tamar because she 
“had covered herself with a veil to disguise 
herself” (Gen 38:14). 
It was typical in Biblical times for married women to wear veils while in public to conceal and 
reserve their beauty for their husbands. This also had 
something to do with the role that Tamar was taking, 
that of a prostitute. The place where she intercepted 
Judah on his journey was Enaim, which means “eyes of 
judgement.” [1]  

Through Judah’s unrighteous act and desire to self-
soothe, he had his own deceitfulness played against 
him.  This is where I believe Judah hit rock bottom.  
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Discussion 
I find it super interesting that there are many layers and enormous depths to the events that unfold 
in Chapter 38. Let’s pay close attention to the Hebrew names, places, and things that Judah 
experiences during his time at Adullam.  These details point to lessons of how God changed Judah’s 
heart.  Judah was trying desperately to forget about the burden of his sin, but little did he know, he 
was battling against Someone much bigger.  God was using Judah’s surroundings to point him 
towards the very thing he was trying to escape from - his sin. 

First, the place Judah runs to is named Adullam, which in Hebrew means “retreat,” or “a place of 
refuge.”  Second, he goes to live with a friend named Hirah. Hirah’s name in Greek means “to be 
oppressed, distressed.”  Judah then seeks to fill his distress and anxiety with love and lust. He finds a 
woman who is the daughter of a man whose name, Shua, means prosperity. Judah has found a 
woman who is the daughter of prosperity, the exact opposite of despair. He has three children with 
Shua’s daughter: Er (“watchful”), Onan (“intense”) and Shelah (“missile/weapon”).  All three 
children were named by their mother. In Biblical times it was typically the father’s responsibility to 
name the children (see Luke 1:13, Mt 1:21). This begs the question, where was Judah when the 
children were named? Why did he not fulfill his role as leader of his family? 

God is not done teaching Judah about deception! Judah’s daughter-in-law, Tamar, plays a key role in 
his transformation.  In Genesis 38 we learn that two of Judah’s three children have died because of 
their wickedness. This probably was a hard thing for Judah to bear.  He decides to try and escape 
again by doing the same thing as before--turning to love and lust. Judah is on his way to Timnah 
when he finds a woman (who is actually Tamar in disguise) who he believes will offer him the escape 
he needs. Tamar is Judah’s daughter-in-law, and she wants to get back at him for unkept promises 
from after her husband, Er, died. (see Gen. 38:6-14)  



Judah finally saw that he could no longer 
outrun his despair. He learned  that using deceitfulness and pleasure to bury his 
conscious conviction and problems only dug a deeper hole. At the end of Chapter 38, we see a 
change in Judah. After he recognized that the seal, cord and staff he had given Tamar were his, he 
says, “she is more righteous than I...” (Gen 38:26). 

In Biblical times seals and cords were very important items used to notarize and validate letters. It 
was how the people proved truth. Staffs were used primarily to help shepherds and stood as a 
symbol of protection. When Tamar returned the items to Judah, he realized she had brought back his 
tools of truth and protection, which he had been so willing to give up. God was literally giving Judah 
a chance to take them back.  

Finally, Tamar’s two children with Judah are named Perez and Zerah.  Perez means “breaking 
out,” and Zerah means “scarlet” or “brightness.” I believe God orchestrated the naming of these 
children so that Judah would have a living reminder of the day his life changed for good.It was 
through the birth of these two children, and the circumstances that led up to it, that God got Judah’s 
heart. Judah “broke out” from his habit of darkness and walked into a new, “bright” life of truth. 
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APPLICATION 
Now, I understand that’s a lot of picking at some minor, and some not so minor, details 
from Judah’s life after leaving Joseph, but isn’t it amazing how beautiful and telling the 
original Hebrew language of the Bible is!? 

Do not Judah’s actions speak truth to our sinful human instinct?  How often do we go to 
great lengths to try and sweep things under the rug or bury our guilt or sin? That was the 
old Judah. The new Judah pleads with Joseph to let him take his younger brother back 
home with him. In Genesis 44:34 Judah says, “How can I go back to my father if the boy is 
not with me? No! Do not let me see the misery that would come on my father.” In other 
words, he says, I am responsible for my sin, and I am the protector of my brother. I made a 
promise to my father, and I intend to keep it!  

It’s a far cry from the old Judah who only protected his own skin. 

What is Joseph’s response to the change he sees in his brother? 

Read the next devotion to find out!  



 

Back Story 
We step into the story during Joseph’s brothers’ second trip to Egypt to purchase food. Judah had 
successfully convinced  their father to let their youngest brother come along to appease Joseph’s 
demand. Arriving in Egypt, the brothers quickly obeyed their father’s word and presented themselves 
before Joseph. I think they must have been exhausted from their trip and also apprehensive about 
meeting Joseph again. Would they find favor with him, or would they be put in prison?  Don’t forget 
that Simeon was being held in prison as a ransom from their first trip.  

After bowing and appeasing Joseph, the brothers were invited to have lunch at his house. The lunch 
turned into an afternoon and then an evening of eating and talking. They must’ve thought they did 
something right! Soon after being refreshed, the brothers departed on their 200 mile trek back home 
to Canaan, their donkeys loaded with sacks of grain. 
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Day 2
Forgiveness



Scripture 
Genesis 45 New International Version (NIV) 

Joseph Makes Himself Known 
45 Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried out, “Have 
everyone leave my presence!” So there was no one with Joseph when he made himself known to his 
brothers. 2 And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s household heard 
about it. 

3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers were not able 
to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence. 

4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am your 
brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 5 And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry 
with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. 6 For 
two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will be no plowing 
and reaping. 7 But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save 
your lives by a great deliverance. 

8 “So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his 
entire household and ruler of all Egypt. 9 Now hurry back to my father and say to him, ‘This is what 
your son Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t delay. 10 You 
shall live in the region of Goshen and be near me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks 
and herds, and all you have. 11 I will provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to 
come. Otherwise you and your household and all who belong to you will become destitute.’ 

12 “You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that it is really I who am speaking 
to you. 13 Tell my father about all the honor accorded me in Egypt and about everything you have 
seen. And bring my father down here quickly.” 

14 Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and 
wept, and Benjamin embraced him, weeping. 15 And he kissed 
all his brothers and wept over them. Afterward his brothers 
talked with him. 
16 When the news reached Pharaoh’s palace that Joseph’s brothers had come, Pharaoh and all his 
officials were pleased. 17 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Tell your brothers, ‘Do this: Load your animals 
and return to the land of Canaan, 18 and bring your father and your families back to me. I will give 
you the best of the land of Egypt and you can enjoy the fat of the land.’ 

19 “You are also directed to tell them, ‘Do this: Take some carts from Egypt for your children and 
your wives, and get your father and come. 20 Never mind about your belongings, because the best of 
all Egypt will be yours.’” 
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21 So the sons of Israel did this. Joseph gave them carts, as Pharaoh had commanded, and he also 
gave them provisions for their journey. 22 To each of them he gave new clothing, but to Benjamin he 
gave three hundred shekels of silver and five sets of clothes. 23 And this is what he sent to his father: 
ten donkeys loaded with the best things of Egypt, and ten female donkeys loaded with grain and 
bread and other provisions for his journey. 24 Then he sent his brothers away, and as they were 
leaving he said to them, “Don’t quarrel on the way!” 

25 So they went up out of Egypt and came to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan. 26 They told 

him, “Joseph is still alive!” In fact, he is ruler of all Egypt.” Jacob was stunned; he did 
not believe them. 27 But when they told him everything Joseph had said to them, and when he saw 
the carts Joseph had sent to carry him back, the spirit of their father Jacob revived. 28 And Israel 
said, “I’m convinced! My son Joseph is still alive. I will go and see him before I die.” 

Discussion 
Little did the brothers know, Joseph didn’t want them 
to go just yet. He had orchestrated a plan to prolong 
their visit by concealing his silver cup in Benjamin’s 
sack: “They had not gone far from the city when 
Joseph said to his steward, ‘Go after those men at 
once…’” (Genesis 44:4) 

The calvary of brothers comes back to beg Joseph’s 
pardon, and Judah leads the way. If you imagine 
yourself for a second as Joseph, was his intention in hiding the cup just to keep his youngest brother 
with him, or was it to try and get all the brothers to stay a bit longer?  Whatever the intention was, 
Judah felt the burden of deceit he no longer wanted to bear. And so, Judah shares his story of 
deception and brokenness with Joseph. He then pleads with Joseph to pardon them. Judah even 
offers his life in place of his brother, Benjamin’s. 

Have you ever had a burden that you no longer wanted to bear? Where did you 
find your comfort and refuge. 

In Genesis 45 Joseph comes to understand pieces of God’s big picture and his 
role in them. After Judah offers to take Benjamin’s place, “Joseph could no 
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longer control himself before all his attendants,” and he tells his brothers 
who he is (Genesis 45:1a). Joseph wept so loudly that the Egyptians could hear him. Was Joseph 
weeping so loudly because he was happy to see his brothers? I am sure that had an influence, but I 

wonder if there was also something else. Joseph tells his brothers three times 
that it was God’s doing that brought him to Egypt, not theirs.  

Whenever something is repeated in scripture in close proximity, the writer is highlighting a theme. 
This theme speaks clearly about God’s plan. Joseph and his family were part of a much larger picture 

than they were capable of seeing. 

I believe Joseph was weeping because he realized 
that God, his one companion and deeply loved 
friend, was building something great from his 
family. All the hurt, the loneliness, the separation 
was part of a much bigger plan. I think Joseph was 
weeping out of a great love for and understanding 
of where he found his refuge. 

King David, who also went through times of 
despair, shares great wisdom for us when we 
cannot see or understand God’s bigger picture.  
Keeping your hope strong in the Lord, even when 
little makes sense, can give us eternal rewards. He 
writes this in Psalm 37:3-8:  

“3 Trust in the Lord and do 
good; dwell in the land and 
enjoy safe pasture. 4 Delight 
yourself in the Lord and he 
will give you the desires of 
your heart. 5 Commit your way 
to the Lord; trust in him and 

he will do this: 6 He will make your righteousness shine like  
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the dawn, the justice of your cause like the noonday sun. 7 Be 
still before the Lord and wait patiently for him; do not fret 
when men succeed in their ways, when they carry out their 
wicked schemes. 8 Refrain from anger and turn away 
wrath… 

Application
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Praise God this week for how He is in control of the bigger picture. 
Both Joseph and David went through times when they did not 
understand why. For David it was trying to stay alive by hiding from 
King Saul.  For Joseph it was prison and forced separation. Each of 
them kept their trust in the Lord, and He did amazing things through 
them both. Through David we have many Psalms that give us great 
comfort and encouragement. Through Joseph we have the 
preservation of the nation of Israel and the story of God’s 
deliverance.

By Derrick Huizenga 
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