
BACKGROUND
People were paying attention to what Jesus 

was doing. No one had ever before performed 
so many amazing miracles among the people 
of God. Even in the historical records of Israel 

there are no claims of as many miraculous acts 
as Jesus performed. There are some legends of 
heroes and kings, but the accounts are written 
centuries after their lives. Jesus’ miracles and 

exorcisms are not only recorded within one 
generation of His life, but also are recorded by 
those who were with Him, those who were not 
with Him but observed, and even His enemies. 

The Jewish historian Josephus called Jesus a 
miracle worker, using the same words to de-

scribe him as the Jewish faith hero Elijah. Even 
the religious leaders who opposed Jesus during 

His earthly ministry could not deny the miracles 
that were happening, so they cast doubt on the 

source. 

They claimed Jesus gained His power from Beel-
zebul. This Beelzebul is most likely referring to 
the Philistine god Ekron, and would be translat-
ed “lord of the flies” in English. This was a com-
mon reference to Satan. Jesus easily points out 

the flaw in their argument.
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Day 1

WALK
 Prepare your heart before you hear 
the up coming week’s sermon by 
spending time in the same passage 
the Pastor will be preaching on. These 
devotions are created to do individu-
ally or as a family. 

STAND
Worship together with other believ-
ers. Take time once a week to gather 
as one body, worship God, and be 
taught from His Word.

SIT
We invite you to root yourself into a 
group where you will grow with one 
another, care for one another and 
enjoy life together.
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LUKE 11:14-28
14 Jesus was driving out a demon 
that was mute. When the demon 
left, the man who had been mute 

spoke, and the crowd was amazed. 
15 But some of them said, “By                      

Beelzebul, the prince of                                               
demons, he is driving out                                                               

demons.”                                                
16 Others tested him by asking for 

a sign from heaven.

17 Jesus knew their thoughts 
and said to them: “Any kingdom           

divided against itself will be                                                          
ruined, and a house divided 

against itself will fall. 18 If Satan 
is divided against himself, how 

can his kingdom stand? I say this       
because you claim that I drive out 

demons by Beelzebul. 19 Now if I 
drive out demons by Beelzebul, 

by whom do your followers drive 
them out? So then, they will be 
your judges. 20 But if I drive out 

demons by the finger of God, then 
the kingdom of God has come 

upon you.

21 “When a strong man, fully 
armed, guards his own house, 

his possessions are safe. 22 But 
when someone stronger attacks 

and overpowers him, he takes 
away the armor in which the man    

trusted and divides up his plunder.

23 “Whoever is not with me is 
against me, and whoever does not 

gather with me scatters.

24 “When an impure spirit comes 
out of a person, it goes through 

arid places seeking rest and does 
not find it. Then it says, ‘I will       

return to the house I left.’ 25 When 
it arrives, it finds the house swept 

clean and put in order. 26 Then it 
goes and takes seven other spirits 
more wicked than itself, and they 
go in and live there. And the final 
condition of that person is worse 

than the first.”

27 As Jesus was saying these things, 
a woman in the crowd called out, 
“Blessed is the mother who gave 

you birth and nursed you.”

28 He replied, “Blessed rather are 
those who hear the word of God 

and obey it.”
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 As you read this devotion, you are far from the New Year. But for me, as I write, it is 
just around the corner. New Year’s resolutions are almost a joke now. We know from          
surveys that many don’t last past the first couple of days! We have great plans to          
improve ourselves, but often the old ways come creeping back in. In verse 24 Jesus talks 
about our human attempts to free ourselves from evil. Sometimes, we are successful for 
a while. We work harder, are more disciplined, maybe even have friends keep tabs on 
us, but it isn’t enough if we haven’t submitted to God. When those old desires, habits, 
and addictions come back, if they don’t find Jesus Lord over our hearts, there is plenty of 
room for them to settle back in.

However, if Jesus is the one who cleaned out our heart, and if we have given Him        
residence in our lives, He will keep us secure and the enemy out. The big difference here 
has to do with lordship. This means, who the Lord over our lives is. Whom do we obey? It 
isn’t enough to know we need to change. It isn’t even enough to be really sorry. What we 
know in our head must transition to our hearts. 
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A P P L I C A T I O N

The woman at the end of the passage praised Jesus. It was a common in 
those days to compliment someone by praising their mother. Jesus used 
this as an opportunity to explain the difference between knowing about 
Jesus and knowing Him. The difference is obedience. It isn’t enough to like 
what Jesus taught, you must obey. Obeying is the sign of who has lordship 
in your life. 
Look at your words and actions today. 
 Whom are you obeying?

A real relationship with God produces obedience, not just knowledge (v. 28).
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Day 2

What makes a relationship real? The Pharisees claimed to follow God, but in the next 
few passages, Jesus points out the evidence that they didn’t know Him.

Let’s look at it one section at a time.

Part 1 :The Sign of Jonah
29 As the crowds increased, Jesus said, “This is a wicked generation. It 

asks for a sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah. 30 For 
as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so also will the Son of Man be to 

this generation. 31 The Queen of the South will rise at the judgment 
with the people of this generation and condemn them, for she came 
from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom; and now 
something greater than Solomon is here. 32 The men of Nineveh will 
stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for 

they repented at the preaching of Jonah;and now something greater 
than Jonah is here.

 
Here Jesus is referring to two stories the listeners would have known from the Old     
Testament. The first was the story of Jonah. Jonah preached probably the shortest 
sermon ever to the wicked city of Nineveh (seriously, read it in Jonah 3:3-5), yet they 
believed the word of God. The Queen of Sheba was the woman who traveled far just 
to hear Solomon’s wisdom from God. Jesus is saying that even these people who didn’t 
know God recognized His Word. What was the Pharisees’ excuse? A real relationship 
with God would have enabled them to recognize God’s work.
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Day 2 
WORD OF GOD

Jesus was talking to the crowd about 
the light within them.  If people are                                                        
following God, and letting His light shine 
into their hearts, they will see clearly 
and harbor no darkness. When Jesus 
spoke to hearts like this, it was like                                        
having a flashlight in an already lit room.  
But when Jesus spoke to those who were           
harboring darkness, the light was a 
shock.  The religious leaders worked hard 
to make their lives shine on the outside, 
but the inside was full of darkness. 

 

A real relationship with God enables 
you to be a light to those around you 
and keeps you from secretly harboring      
darkness.

Day 2

Part 2: The Lamp of the Body
33 “No one lights a lamp and 

puts it in a place where it will 
be hidden, or under a bowl. 

Instead they put it on its stand, 
so that those who come in may 
see the light. 34 Your eye is the 
lamp of your body. When your 
eyes are healthy, your whole 
body also is full of light. But 

when they are unhealthy, your 
body also is full of darkness. 

35 See to it, then, that the light 
within you is not darkness. 

36 Therefore, if your whole body 
is full of light, and no part of 

it dark, it will be just as full of 
light as when a lamp shines its 

light on you.”
 

Once in while, when I am at church 
during the early mornings or late 
evenings, I have to walk through 
the stage area in the main space 
to the restrooms. I am terrified of 
knocking over the guitar stands and                   
microphones or ramming into the 
keyboard, so I use the flashlight app 
on my phone. Now, obviously I don’t 
do that if all the lights are already on. 
If something is already full of light, a 
flashlight doesn’t change anything.
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Day 2

Part Three: Woes on the Pharisees and the Experts in the Law
37 When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat 

with him; so he went in and reclined at the table.38 But the Pharisee 
was surprised when he noticed that Jesus did not first wash before 

the meal.
39 Then the Lord said to him, “Now then, you Pharisees clean the out-

side of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wick-
edness. 40 You foolish people! Did not the one who made the outside 
make the inside also? 41 But now as for what is inside you—be gener-

ous to the poor, and everything will be clean for you.
42 “Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, 
rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and 

the love of God. You should have practiced the latter without leaving 
the former undone.

43 “Woe to you Pharisees, because you love the most important seats 
in the synagogues and respectful greetings in the marketplaces.

44 “Woe to you, because you are like unmarked graves, which people 
walk over without knowing it.”

45 One of the experts in the law answered him, “Teacher, when you say 
these things, you insult us also.”

46 Jesus replied, “And you experts in the law, woe to you, because you 
load people down with burdens they can hardly carry, and you your-

selves will not lift one finger to help them.
47 “Woe to you, because you build tombs for the prophets, and it was 
your ancestors who killed them. 48 So you testify that you approve of 
what your ancestors did; they killed the prophets, and you build their 

tombs. 49 Because of this, God in his wisdom said, ‘I will send them 
prophets and apostles, some of whom they will kill and others they 

will persecute.’ 
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Day 2 
WORD OF GOD

A P P L I C A T I O N

Verse 52 is a very pointed statement: 
all their religious activity, all their rules 
and man-made customs, actually kept 
people from knowing God. They were 
supposed to be the ones who shared 
the truth about a loving God, and instead 
they blocked people off with a barrier of 
rules that made people feel ashamed and 
made the religious feel more important. 
Jesus had the opposite message, and He 
modeled it by coming to earth and taking 
on the appearance of a man, identifying 
with sinful people, and finally dying as a 
criminal. He let go of any need to look 
religious in order to save us.

A real relationship with God is about 
knowing and obeying Him, not about an 
appearance

Do I know God and walk closely enough 
with Him that I recognize when He is at 
work, even when I don’t like what is going 
on?

Does the light of God shine through my 
life, or are there areas I purposefully keep 
dark?

Do I know and obey God, or do I spend 
more effort trying to look like I do?

Day 2

50 Therefore this generation 
will be held responsible for 

the blood of all the prophets 
that has been shed since the          

beginning of the world, 51 
from the blood of Abel to the 
blood of Zechariah, who was 
killed between the altar and 
the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, 
this generation will be held                                                

responsible for it all. 52 “Woe to 
you experts in the law, because 
you have taken away the key to                                                 

knowledge.                                   
You yourselves have not                                                       
entered, and you have               

hindered those who were          
entering.”

53 When Jesus went outside, 
the Pharisees and the teach-

ers of the law began to oppose 
him fiercely and to besiege 

him with questions, 54 waiting 
to catch him in something he 

might say.
These were strong statements Jesus 
made. The Pharisees invited him over 
for dinner, and Jesus got right to the 
point. These men were very worried 
about appearing holy, religious, and 
important. They were worried about 
how they looked on the outside. Jesus 
was worried about who they were on 
the inside.
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