
Devotional 1 Luke 7 
 
Background 
 
Faith can seem like a fleeting thing. Today we feel like we have all the faith in the world. 
Tomorrow our faith waivers and it’s as if we have a lead pipe tied to our “faith legs.” Despite 
our wavering, what Jesus can do never changes. His power is as strong today as it was 
yesterday, as it was 2000 years ago, as it was the day He created all things. 
 
In our reading today, we meet (through a series of supportive friends) a Roman Centurion, a 
powerful Gentile who would have been over several hundred men and would have had many 
servants and slaves. 
 
This particular centurion had a soft place in his heart for the Jewish people. We aren’t told why 
or how he came to be so close to them, but we do know that it was a sincere friendship and 
that he had even built them a synagogue. This is where the story begins. 
 
The Word of God Luke 7 New International Version (NIV) 
 
The Faith of the Centurion 
 
7 When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people who were listening, he entered 
Capernaum. 2 There a centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about 
to die. 3 The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to 
come and heal his servant. 4 When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, “This 
man deserves to have you do this, 5 because he loves our nation and has built our 
synagogue.” 6 So Jesus went with them. 
 
He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: “Lord, don’t 
trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. 7 That is why I did not 
even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be 
healed. 8 For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ 
and 
he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 
 
9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he 
said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” 10 Then the men who had been 
sent returned to the house and found the servant well. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Discussion 
 
 
 
1. When you doubt, is it because you don’t think God can do something or because you don’t 
think God will do it? 
 
2. Do you ever feel unworthy to ask our Lord for things? For help with relationships or work or 
studies? 
 
a. Why or why not? 
 
The Centurion had every reason to think that Jesus would refuse His requests. Romans were at 
best feared by the Jewish people and at worst hated. But this Gentile believed Jesus could do 
this amazing thing. He was a man with a lot of power, and when he told soldiers under him to 
“do it,”  it was done! Somehow, he realized that the power Jesus had was much more than 
the world had ever seen. Maybe he heard him speaking on that hill just moments before. 
Maybe he heard the stories about turning water into wine, or perhaps he had already heard that 
Jesus was healing diseases, casting out evil spirits, or even just healing people as he walked by 
and they touched his robe. Whatever the soldier had heard or seen was used by God to create 
great faith within him, faith so strong that he knew that if Jesus but spoke a word, his servant 
would be healed. 
 
And then there is the humility of the centurion. He had such a strong understanding of who 
Jesus really was that he couldn’t even bare to have Jesus come into his home. This humility 
was due partly to the fact that he was a Gentile, and Jews did not hang out with Gentiles! He 
may also have thought that a Jewish teacher as holy as Jesus would not want to come into a 
Gentile’s home. Whatever the reason for the centurion’s faith and humility, Jesus recognized it 
as “great faith”. 
 
Have you ever felt as if Jesus was not interested in your prayers? Have you felt as if you were 
unworthy to receive what you ask for in prayer? Jesus knows our hearts, and just as He 
recognized the faith in the gentile soldier, He can see your heart, and He recognizes your faith 
as well. 
 
How did the centurion’s faith grow? The centurion investigated who this “Jesus” was before he 
needed Jesus to save his friend. He looked for Jesus and learned who He was and what He 
had done. Jesus asks us to draw near to Him because he loves us, and He knows we need faith 
in Him, faith that will carry us. As we draw near to Jesus and examine His miracles and 
teachings, as we grow in our relationship with our Savior, our faith will grow. With that comes 
the humility to pray in Jesus’ mighty name and for His mighty, perfect will.  



 
Devotional 2 Luke 7 
Jesus and the Sinner 
 
Background 
 
In Jesus’ day it was customary for hosts to provide water so their guests could wash their feet 
upon entering the home. Sandals don’t cover up much, and the heat of the day made a foot 
bath a very welcome gesture. A kiss on the cheek was a customary greeting, as was being 
anointed with oil, yet as Jesus entered the house, his host had not offered him any of these 
expected courtesies. An unexpected quest who sat behind Jesus, however, was so 
overwhelmed with the knowledge that she was sitting in the presence of, at the very least, a 
great prophet, that she began wiping Jesus’ feet with her tears that had fallen--tears of shame, 
sorrow, and sin in her life. Jesus realized that His host was judging the situation, and so he told 
this parable. 
 
The Word of God Luke 7: 36 – 50 New International Version – NIV 
 
Jesus Anointed by a Sinful Woman 
 
36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee’s 
house and reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that 
Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of 
perfume.38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her 
tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 
39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a 
prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is, that she is a 
Sinner.” 
 
40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” 
 
“Tell me, teacher,” he said. 
 
41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred 
denarii,[c] and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave 
the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 
 
43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.” 
 
“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 
 
44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into 
your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and 



wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I 
entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured 
perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great 
love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” 
 
48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 
 
49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 
 
50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 
 
Discussion 
 
1. Do you think Jesus was angry at the host for forgetting how to treat quests? 
 
2. How did the parable help the host understand what Jesus was getting at? 
 
3. Have you ever done something that you thought would result in harsh treatment of some 
kind? 

a. If so, how did you feel? 
 
b. How would you (did you) have felt if that person realized how sorry you were and 
forgave you? 

 
Application 
 
It is so easy to see the mistakes in someone else’s life, isn’t it? It’s not that we are looking for 
the wrong in people, but sometimes it is just obvious! The host in today’s scripture knew the 
history of this lady. He wondered why Jesus didn’t correct her or at least demand that she leave. 
He thought to himself, “Either Jesus doesn’t know this woman or her character, which means 
Jesus is not a very good prophet, or he knows about her and is not as holy a prophet as I had 
thought, because he is allowing her to touch him.” 
 
The Pharisee was wrong on both counts. Jesus was teaching a deeper truth than the rules that 
the Pharisees demanded people live by. He took the time to have compassion on the woman 
and on the host by giving the host a story that he could understand and then applying that story 
to the repentance of the woman. 
 
This story always reminds me of my father. Whenever I was tempted as a child to accuse or 
be angry because of the way someone had acted, he would say, “Don’t judge them till you’ve 
walked a mile in their shoes.” I think that is what Jesus is saying to us. 


