
Day 1 

Not so Good Neighbors 

The Jewish and Samaritan people had a long and difficult history with one another. Long ago, 

when Israel became a divided Kingdom, the North set up a location for worship (first in 

Shechem, and then on the Mountain in Samaria) separate from the temple in Jerusalem. Years 

later, when the exiles returned to Jerusalem, they would not have the Samaritans help with the 

rebuilding because the Samaritans had intermarried with Assyrians and adopted practices that 

went against the Jewish faith. For their part, the Samaritans bitterly opposed and tried to stop 

the rebuilding. These were the larger reasons for the division, but as with any division between 

two people groups, there were many other small incidents that promoted an attitude of prejudice 

and hate.  

 

Luke 9:51-56 New International Version (NIV) 

51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for 

Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get 

things ready for him; 53 but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for 

Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us 

to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them. 56 
Then he and his disciples went to another village. 

Rejection and Revenge 

Sports rivalries are so fun...most of the time. There is something that stirs up passion when you 

are pitted against a team that you have a connection to and have opposed for a long time. Think 

Michigan/Michigan State, or Hope/Calvin, or even our high schools in Zeeland. Sometimes it 

goes too far though. Things are no longer fun, parents bad mouth the other side’s children and 

parents, and fans detest the coaches and players on the other side of the court. And no matter 

how hard we try, we can’t see things fairly. A call against you is most often the wrong one, and a 

call for the other team is always because of a terrible referee. This is because divisions produce 

prejudice, and prejudice blinds us from what really matters. 



At first glance, the disciples seem to be coming from a noble place. They were loyal to Jesus 

and could not bear the treatment that was coming His way. These Samaritans in the unnamed 

village would not allow Jesus to enter, because He was headed to the temple they despised. 

Their prejudice kept them from hosting the Son of God! I would have been mad at the 

Samaritan village as well. James and John also showed tremendous faith. They didn’t tell Jesus 

to command fire, they were certain they could do it by the power Jesus had given them. Equally 

admirable, they showed submission to Jesus by asking permission to call down fire before they 

did it. However, even with all that seemed right about their attitudes, their hearts were not in the 

right place, and Jesus knew that.  

This wasn’t the first time Jesus had been rejected. Remember those in His hometown who tried 

to throw Him off the cliff? Or the Gadarenes who begged Him to leave after He healed the 

demon possessed man living in chains among the tombs? Interestingly, the disciples hadn’t 

asked for permission to call down fire after those rejections. Why? 

The disciples’ hatred of certain people blinded them from the bigger picture. Jesus wasn’t here 

to call fire down and destroy people. He had come to save them. Jesus’ heart was disturbed 

and saddened by the Samaritans’ behavior, but He knew vengeance belonged to His Father. He 

simply chose another village to stop at along His way. He concerned Himself with His calling 

and kept on toward Jerusalem.  

Application 

This reminds me of Elizabeth Elliot, a missionary to Ecuador. When she and her husband 

James set off to reach people who had never heard of Jesus, they were not received. James 

and all the other men with them were murdered by the tribe. Instead of picking up the pieces of 

her broken heart and heading home in defeat, filled with hatred toward the tribe, Elizabeth kept 

her eyes on the goal. She returned to the same people with the message of Jesus. This time, 

she was able to teach them about grace and forgiveness through the horrible rejection she had 

first experienced at their hands.  

You are going to face rejection as a disciple of Jesus. Sometimes it will even be because of an 

unfair prejudice against you. But your reaction to it must be that of Jesus, not of James and 

John in this story. You can’t react to their hate by growing hate of your own. There will be a 



Judgement Day when those opposed to God will be destroyed, His Word promises this. 

However, until then, we should desire what He desires, the salvation of all.  

2 Peter 3:9 

“The Lord is not slow in doing what he promised—the way some people understand slowness. 

But God is being patient with you. He does not want anyone to be lost. He wants everyone to 

change his heart and life.” 

One of the greatest tools against hate is prayer. If you have someone you struggle to love, or a 

group of people you harbor hatred toward, pray for them. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you how to 

pray, and lift them before the Lord today. Try it for a week. It is an amazing thing to have God 

change your heart.  



 
Day 2 
 
What is Discipleship? 
 
We often hear that Jesus had twelve disciples. We also know that Jesus talked about us being 
His disciples. What does that really mean? 
 
In the days of Jesus’ earthly ministry, it was common for Rabbis to have disciples. Usually, a 
man would approach a teacher and ask to be his disciple. This meant the man would willingly 
be choosing to follow the rabbi closely. Rabbis and disciples would spend endless hours 
together. Disciples observed how their masters did everything, and they  would strive to emulate 
them. Upon becoming a disciple, they let go of any control they thought they had over their own 
lives and completely submitted to the Rabbi’s authority in everything. Any preconceived ideas, 
any knowledge, any future plans were all laid down in exchange for a relationship with the 
master. There was no formal lesson plan or guide book either. During the day-to-day life, the 
disciple would observe how the master did everything and would do their best to imitate it. The 
teacher, in turn, would always be asking the student why the disciple did certain things, in order 
to help the student understand his own motivation and develop discernment. Finally, they would 
discuss any life questions they encountered and would wrestle with the answers according to 
Scripture. Our definition of believe does not do justice to meaning of the word in Jesus’ day. 
Believe was not merely an acceptance of certain facts. To believe something overtook your 
whole person and was evident in all of your words, actions, and motivations.  1

 
Luke 9:57-10:24 

The Cost of Following Jesus 

57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 

58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to 

lay his head.” 

59 He said to another man, “Follow me.” 

But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 

1Greenwald, Doug. "Being a First-Century Disciple." Bible.org. February 28, 2007. Accessed 
January 07, 2019. https://bible.org/article/being-first-century-disciple. 
https://bible.org/article/being-first-century-disciple 

 



60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom 

of God.” 

61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my 

family.” 

62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the 

kingdom of God.” 

Jesus Sends Out the Seventy-Two 

10 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to 

every town and place where he was about to go. 2 He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but 

the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 

field. 3 Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 4 Do not take a purse or bag or 

sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road. 

5 “When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 6 If someone who promotes peace 

is there, your peace will rest on them; if not, it will return to you. 7 Stay there, eating and 

drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from 

house to house. 

8 “When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you. 9 Heal the sick who 

are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But when you enter a 

town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town we wipe 

from our feet as a warning to you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God has come near.’ 12 I 
tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town. 

13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were performed in 

you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in 

sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for 

you. 15 And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted to the heavens? No, you will go down to Hades. 

16 “Whoever listens to you listens to me; whoever rejects you rejects me; but whoever rejects 

me rejects him who sent me.” 



17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your 

name.” 

18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 I have given you authority to 

trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm 

you. 20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are 

written in heaven.” 

21 At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of 

heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and 

revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do. 

22 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows who the Son is except 

the Father, and no one knows who the Father is except the Son and those to whom the Son 

chooses to reveal him.” 

23 Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you 

see. 24 For I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not see 

it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.” 

Discussion 

I am so impressed with Olympic athletes. The way they commit themselves totally to something 

that happens only once every four years! Their training impacts every part of their lives, from 

food to sleep to where they live! This shocks me the most in the ones who are very young, or in 

the athletes who have families and little children. Malcolm Gladwell said in his book Outliers that 

it takes 10,000 hours to reach greatness in any area.  Many olympians have taken this advice to 2

heart, spending countless years with more time in a training facility than in their home with their 

families. These people are all in.  

Jesus called his disciples, that includes you and me, to be all in as well. 

Jesus did not mince words. He wanted His followers and those who wanted to follow Him to 

understand the cost of discipleship. He also wanted them to be prepared. 

2"Malcolm Gladwell Explains What Everyone Gets Wrong About His Famous '10,000 Hour Rule'", 
Business Insider, Last modified 2019, 
https://www.businessinsider.com/malcolm-gladwell-explains-the-10000-hour-rule-2014-6. 



Note the three conversations Jesus had at the end of Chapter 9. The first person approached 

Jesus and said he would follow Him anywhere! This is a great statement, but Jesus wanted the 

man to fully understand the cost: “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man 

has no place to lay his head.” Following Jesus means being like Him and living like Him, which 

does not always come with the comfort of fitting in with the world. Jesus’ response to the second 

man seems surprising. Jesus was clarifying to this would-be disciple that following Jesus comes 

before everything else. The last response is equally surprising, but consider what Jesus is 

saying. Someone who plowed a field would lead the plow with one hand and encourage the ox 

along with the other. If they turned back while plowing, their track would be crooked. Jesus was 

saying that we can’t commit ourselves half-heartedly to Him. This is all or nothing.  

How do those three conversations Jesus had apply to us today? 

Consider the first man and ask yourself, Am I truly willing to follow Christ, even when it makes 

me feel uncomfortable or unaccepted in certain circles? 

 

Think about the second man. Do I put other priorities in front of following Jesus and having a 

relationship with Him? 

Lastly ask, have I committed half-heartedly? Have I begun to question my decision to serve God 

because I am looking back at things He called me away from? 

If we answered yes to any of these things, we need to get our eyes back on Jesus. Remember, 

the belief Jesus spoke of is a verb. It means you are all in. 

37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 

Matthew 22:37-38  



 


