
Sermon Based Small Groups 
What is the church’s calling? To 
reveal the manifold wisdom of 
God 

 

Ice Breaker 

Feel free to use this question, or make up one of your own! 

What was your favorite book as a child? When was the last time you read it? 

Scripture 
Ephesians 3:8-19 

 
 8 Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace 

was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, 

9 and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, 

which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 10 

His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of 

God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 

heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal purpose that he 

accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him and through faith in 

him we may approach God with freedom and confidence. 13 I ask you, 

therefore, not to be discouraged because of my sufferings for you, 

which are your glory. 

14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every 

family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of 



his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his 

Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 

through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in 

love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to 

grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 

and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be 

filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.. 

Sermon Recap video 

Questions 

Main Question 1 

Of all the people you know, who seems to have the widest expanse of 

knowledge - whatever the topic is, they know something about it? 

Follow up questions: 

God is all-knowing, what does that mean to you? 

Do you believe that God is sovereign - in control of all 

things? 

Does that ever seem hard to believe or accept? 

Have you ever had an experience where you realized 

afterward that God had been in control all along? 

 

Main Question 2 

Re-read verse 10. Who are the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 

realms? 

Follow up questions: 

Is this something you have thought about before? 



How do you feel about it?  

Main Question 3 

What would it have felt like to see Jesus arrested and crucified? 

Follow up questions: 

Can you understand why most of the disciples ran away? 

On that day, when he died, did the ministry of Jesus 

appear to be a success? 

Did you know Jesus was not an afterthought, that He was 

God’s plan for salvation all along? 

What is the church’s role, in revealing this mystery? 

Main Question 4 

What do we gain from having God’s Spirit within us?  

*Verses 16-19 

Follow up questions: 

Does every believer receive the Holy Spirit? 

Have you ever asked God to fill you with His Spirit, to give 

you the love, or strength or understanding or something 

else you lack? 

Have you ever asked God to fill you with His Spirit, so 

that you might know his love for you? 

 

Main Question 5 

What can you take away from this scripture and apply to your life? 

Follow up questions: 

In what practical way can you live that application out? 

Or 



Did someone else share an application for their own life, 

that you have experienced before. Maybe your testimony 

can encourage them.  

 

Prayer 

Ask your group if there are any updates from last week’s prayer concerns. 

Include time in the prayer to thank God for any answers to last week's 

prayer. 

Ask for new prayer concerns. 

It is a good idea to write these down, so you can be sure to cover each one. 

If your group is getting comfortable with each other, you could ask for 

volunteers to pray for each of the concerns during the prayer time. 

Invite you group to take a look at the devotions leading up to next week’s 

sermon. They are available online on the Foundry website. 

 

 

 

 

 


