
Prison/Forgotten 
Heavenly Father, 

You are the author and perfecter of my life. I praise you for your 
sovereignty and the way you cleverly orchestrate every detail of my every day.  Help me to 
understand that even when I don’t agree with or understand what is happening, You are in 
control.  Thank You for the example that You made of Joseph. Open my heart to learn to 
have integrity and faith like he did.   
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Joseph 



Backstory 

In the last few passages we saw that God had extended kindness to Joseph.  After being sold into 
slavery and purchased by the Chief Executioner, Potiphar, he found favor with him and was given 
authority over all that he owned.  When Potiphar’s wife had tempted him and then wrongfully 
accused him, Potiphar threw him in prison. 

Genesis 40 New International Version (NIV) 

The Cupbearer and the Baker 

1Some time later, the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt offended their master, the king 
of Egypt. 2 Pharaoh was angry with his two officials, the chief cupbearer and the chief baker, 3 and 
put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in the same prison where Joseph was 
confined. 4 The captain of the guard assigned them to Joseph, and he attended them. 

After they had been in custody for some 
time, 5 each of the two men—the cupbearer 
and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were 
being held in prison—had a dream the same 
night, and each dream had a meaning of its 
own. 

6 When Joseph came to them the next 
morning, he saw that they were dejected. 7 

So he asked Pharaoh’s officials who were in 
custody with him in his master’s house, 
“Why do you look so sad today?” 

8 “We both had dreams,” they answered, “but 
there is no one to interpret them.” 

Then Joseph said to them, “Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell me your dreams.” 

9 So the chief cupbearer told Joseph his dream. He said to him, “In my dream I saw a vine in front of 
me, 10 and on the vine were three branches. As soon as it budded, it blossomed, and its clusters 
ripened into grapes. 11 Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand, and I took the grapes, squeezed them into 
Pharaoh’s cup and put the cup in his hand.” 

12 “This is what it means,” Joseph said to him. “The three branches are three days. 13 Within three 
days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your position, and you will put Pharaoh’s cup 
in his hand, just as you used to do when you were his cupbearer. 14 But when all goes well with you, 
remember me and show me kindness; mention me to Pharaoh and get me out of this prison.       
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15 I was forcibly carried off from the land of the 
Hebrews, and even here I have done nothing to deserve 
being put in a dungeon.” 

16 When the chief baker saw that Joseph had given a 
favorable interpretation, he said to Joseph, “I too had a 
dream: On my head were three baskets of bread. 17 In 
the top basket were all kinds of baked goods for Pharaoh, 
but the birds were eating them out of the basket on my 
head.” 

18 “This is what it means,” Joseph said. “The three baskets 
are three days. 19 Within three days Pharaoh will lift off 
your head and impale your body on a pole. And the birds will eat away your flesh.” 

20 Now the third day was Pharaoh’s birthday, and he gave a feast for all his officials. He lifted up 
the heads of the chief cupbearer and the chief baker in the presence of his officials: 21 He restored 
the chief cupbearer to his position, so that he once again put the cup into Pharaoh’s hand— 22 but 
he impaled the chief baker, just as Joseph had said to them in his interpretation. 

23 The chief cupbearer, however, did not remember Joseph; he forgot him. 

Discussion  
Wrongfully accused 

When I was growing up, and even into my adulthood, I had a very close family member that would 
continuously say things to me and about me or accuse me of things that were just completely untrue. 
This was someone who had authority over me, someone I was supposed to be able to trust.  I would 
get so worked up because it was so unjust and lies were being spread about me and I had no way of 
standing up for myself, or at least I didn’t have the guts to. It hurt and it would send me into a 
tailspin because I just couldn’t comprehend why anyone would say such terrible things. 

 In Genesis 40:15 you hear Joseph expressing a bit of frustration as well for being wrongly accused.  

“I was forcibly carried off from the land of the 
Hebrews, and even here I have done nothing to 
deserve being put in a dungeon.” 

I often would go out to lunch with my grandmother and just pour out my feelings and frustrations to 
her. She was the best and was always full of wisdom.  She would say to me, “If you know in your 
heart what is true, then what does it matter what ‘so and so’ says? It’s not worth your time to get all 
worked up because at the end of the day you can’t change them. You can only control yourself and 
the way you react.” 
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A verse my grandma would share with me often was Proverbs 3:5-6  

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean 
not on your own understanding; 6 in all your 
ways submit to him, 
    and he will make your paths straight. 

Even through all that Joseph had gone through, he kept his faith. He may not have understood why 
these unbelievable things kept happening to him, but he trusted and kept his eyes on the One who 
did.   

I am so thankful for my grandma and the way she would always direct me to God.  She would help 
me keep my faith and lead me to the One who brings peace and understanding in ALL circumstances 
whether they are just or unjust situations. 
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APPLICATION 
Have you ever been disciplined or accused of something that you 100%, without a doubt 
didn’t do? How did you react? 

When you get sent into a ‘tailspin’ over issues, who do you turn to?   

How do you make peace with unjust situations? 



Prison/Forgotten 
Heavenly Father, 

Forgive me for being an impatient person.  Help me to appreciate Your timing and know 
that in EVERYTHING I can trust and know that You are in control.  Prepare my heart to 
understand the message that I am about to hear. 
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Backstory 

As Joseph found himself in prison, he had once again been shown kindness by God. The Prison 
Guard had found favor with Joseph and put him in charge of everything.  When the Chief Cupbearer 
and the Chief Baker were sent down to prison, Joseph was assigned to them to attend to.  

Genesis 40: 4-23 
4 The captain of the guard assigned them to Joseph, and he attended them. 

After they had been in custody for some time, 5 each of the two men—the cupbearer and the baker 
of the king of Egypt, who were being held in prison—had a dream the same night, and each dream 
had a meaning of its own. 

6 When Joseph came to them the next morning, he saw that they were dejected. 7 So he asked 
Pharaoh’s officials who were in custody with him in his master’s house, “Why do you look so sad 
today?” 

8 “We both had dreams,” they answered, “but there is 
no one to interpret them.” 

Then Joseph said to them, “Do not interpretations 
belong to God? Tell me your dreams.” 

9 So the chief cupbearer told Joseph his dream. He 
said to him, “In my dream I saw a vine in front of 
me, 10 and on the vine were three branches. As soon 
as it budded, it blossomed, and its clusters ripened 
into grapes. 11 Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand, and I 
took the grapes, squeezed them into Pharaoh’s cup 
and put the cup in his hand.” 

12 “This is what it means,” Joseph said to him. “The three branches are three days. 13 Within three 
days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your position, and you will put Pharaoh’s cup 
in his hand, just as you used to do when you were his cupbearer. 14 But when all goes well with you, 

remember me and show me kindness; mention me to 
Pharaoh and get me out of this prison.       15 I was forcibly 
carried off from the land of the Hebrews, and even here I 
have done nothing to deserve being put in a dungeon.” 

16 When the chief baker saw that Joseph had given a 
favorable interpretation, he said to Joseph, “I too had a 
dream: On my head were three baskets of bread. 17 In the 
top basket were all kinds of baked goods for Pharaoh, but 
the birds were eating them out of the basket on my head.” 
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18 “This is what it means,” Joseph said. “The three baskets are three days. 19 Within three 
days Pharaoh will lift off your head and impale your body on a pole. And the birds will eat away 
your flesh.” 

20 Now the third day was Pharaoh’s birthday, and he gave a feast for all his officials. He lifted up 
the heads of the chief cupbearer and the chief baker in the presence of his officials: 21 He restored 
the chief cupbearer to his position, so that he once again put the cup into Pharaoh’s hand— 22 but 
he impaled the chief baker, just as Joseph had said to them in his interpretation. 

23 The chief cupbearer, however, did not remember Joseph; he forgot him. 

Discussion 
Forgotten 

I wonder how long Joseph sat in anticipation knowing he had a pretty good chance of getting out of 
prison before he receded to the fact that he was down there for good.  By this point he has already 
been beaten and thrown in a well, sold into slavery, wrongfully accused and thrown into jail, and 
now forgotten. 

There was a time in my life where it felt like whatever could go wrong, did go wrong. All at the same 
time we had the transmission on our vehicle go out, our water heater almost burnt down the house, 
we found mold in the attic, and our washer a dryer broke, our jobs were miserable, and a lot of 
extended family drama.  Among other smaller issues, it felt like God must have forgotten us.  Now, I 
know now and knew then that was just not true, but it FELT like it.  With all that has happened it felt 
lonely and I was growing tired of fighting? Although our stories may never measure up to what 
Joseph endured, This makes his story pretty relatable, I would say.   

Thankfully scripture provides so much comfort in times like these and reminds us that in everything 
he is building our character and spiritual endurance so that it can be used for our own good and His 
glory and whether it feels like it or not, his timing is always perfect. 

1 Peter 4:12-13 (NIV) 

Suffering for Being a Christian 

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal 
that has come on you to test you, as though something 
strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice in as 
much as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so 
that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 
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Satan loves nothing more than when you feel forgotten and defeated.  This gives him the perfect 
foothold to make you think that God has left you.  This is where we MUST fight back and lean in 
closer to God because in all reality we have nothing to fear. 

Romans 8:37-39 

37 No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I 
am convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God that 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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APPLICATION 
In times of despair, is your first instinct to seek God or turn away? 

Name a time when you felt forgotten. How did you react? Could you have reacted better? 

Have you had a time that you can look back on that you needed to be patient and now you see 
how God worked it out for good? 
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