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WE STUDY 
Reflect on God’s word 

in our Weekly 
Devotions as an 

individual or Family

1

WE GATHER 
Together in worship on 

Sunday

2

WE INVEST 
Time in small groups 

throughout the week to 
grow deeper as a 

community

3

THE FOUNDRY CHURCH WEEK OF AUGUST 20-26

Devotions 
Providence

Back Story: 
By the time Joseph reveals himself to his brothers, they have already 
spent a significant amount of time with him. The brothers had been 
interrogated, held in custody, and in what must have seemed a strange 
turn of events to them, wined and dined by the Egyptian man who held 
their lives in the balance. They had left and come back to Egypt on a 
number of occasions, and each time, they came face to face with the 
governor of the land, who was intensely interested in their genealogy 
and behaved inexplicably. Still, despite all their close encounters, they 
didn’t recognize Joseph…until…



SCRIPTURE: 
Genesis 45:1-15 (NIV) 

Joseph Makes Himself Known 

45 Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried out, “Have 
everyone leave my presence!” So there was no one with Joseph when he made himself known to his 
brothers. 2 And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s household heard 
about it. 

3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers were 
not able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence. 

4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am your 
brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 5 And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry 
with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. 6 For 
two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will be no plowing 
and reaping.7 But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your 
lives by a great deliverance. 

Reflection: 
My husband Dave and I love to travel to northern Michigan and always spend time on the lakeshore 
searching for Petoskey stones.  When dry, these stones do not look exceptional at all and blend in 
with the other gray and limestone rocks along the shoreline.  But when wet or polished, the six-sided 
coral fossils unique to Petoskey stones emerge.  We often take along a spray bottle of water to spritz 
on dry rocks, and it’s amazing how often Petoskey stones are hiding in plain sight.  

A few years ago, Dave read an article about 
finding “rough cut” Petoskey stones, and 
now those are part of our search process as 
well. These are not smooth like a rock that 
has washed up on the beach after years of 
being polished by the surf, but if you look 
very closely, you can still see the six-sided 
coral fossils.  In 2015, a man found a 93-
pound rough cut Petoskey stone in northern 
Lake Michigan.  It was so big it took him 
three tries to dislodge the stone, which was 
half-buried in sand out in the lake.  He put 
it in his yard as a decoration and 
conversation piece. 
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The local newspaper wrote an article about this rock since it set a record for one of the largest 
Petoskeys ever found, and the townspeople were stopping by the man’s home to see it. This amateur 
rock hunter had recognized something in the lake waters that numerous others had walked right 
past, probably for years. But then a strange twist happened. In December of 2015, the state 
confiscated the rock.  The reason?  Taking it from the lake violated a little-known state ordinance 
prohibiting anyone from taking more than 25 pounds of rock or fossil from state land.  DNR officers 
showed up at the man’s home to reclaim the rock.  The dry rough cut Petoskey rock looked so 
ordinary it wasn’t obvious to the officers which rock they were supposed to confiscate, and the 
correct rock had to be pointed out amid the other rocks that were part of the man’s landscaping! 

Meditation: 

The story of Joseph’s life is often called a “type” or foreshadowing of 
the life of Jesus.  In the text we are currently reviewing, Joseph was right in his brothers’ 
midst, and still they didn’t recognize him.  Jesus walked among the people of his day, and they didn’t 
recognize him either.  Joseph was polished and refined after rising to power in Pharaoh’s kingdom 
while his brothers remained rough cut, shepherds who were trying to survive a famine.  
Paradoxically, Jesus was perceived more like the rough cut Petoskey stone, looked down upon by the 
religious leaders whose garments were decorated with tassels and whose actions dripped with pride.  

In the most startling foreshadowing of the life of Jesus, Joseph reassured his brothers of the purpose 
behind all that had happened, including their rejection and betrayal years prior:  “…it was to save 
lives that God sent me ahead of you.”  (Genesis 45: 5b).  Jesus quotes the Messianic prophecy in 
Psalm 118:22:  “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.”  He knew that 
others would not recognize him, and would reject and betray him even to his death.  Yet He was 
resolute in his foundational calling as a cornerstone, a life purpose which was and remains to save 
many lives – not only in the temporal sense, but in the eternal sense.   

What about us?  Do we recognize Jesus for who He is?  Often we are so distracted by what is flashy 
and obvious that we don’t see what is right in front of us.  We can be like all those who walked past 
the 93 pound Petoskey stone on the edge of Lake Michigan, or the DNR officers who couldn’t tell 
which stone it was when it was right in front of them.  In John 4, we read the story of the Samaritan 
woman’s conversation with Jesus.  People of that day would have disregarded her as being too 
“rough cut,” yet she recognized who Jesus was more quickly than even His own disciples.  She shared 
the good news with all she knew and many more recognized Him and became believers, declaring 

“…We know this man really is the Savior of the world!”  (John 
4:42b)  Let’s not keep this news of a Savior, a cornerstone, to ourselves – let’s share it with all we 
know, whether they are polished or rough cut.  God’s purpose is that we would follow Him in 
obedience – like Joseph, and even more so like Jesus, so that all may know who the Savior of the 
world is.  
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THE FOUNDRY CHURCH WEEK OF JULY 22-JULY 29

Dreams 

Day 2

Back Story 
Recently, I saw an ad for a documentary called “Three Identical Strangers.”  It tells the true story of 
identical triplet boys who were separated at birth and adopted by three different families as part of 
a warped experiment to study human behavior.  The boys did not know of each other’s existence 
until adulthood, and the story of how they discovered each other is truly remarkable.  In the years 
before and since their discovery, many wonderful experiences have been shared, but several tragic 
events have also unfolded.  Their separation was brought about by impure motives – in fact, many 
have described those who separated them as evil – and as a result, their lives have been forever 
impacted.  
Joseph’s brothers’ lives were forever impacted when they sold their brother into Egypt and lied to 
their father Jacob, convincing him his favored son had been killed by a wild animal.  Their motives 
were about as far from pure as possible.  Though they themselves had come to believe Joseph was 
dead, what they had done to Joseph was often in their thoughts.  This became evident when Joseph 
began to test them when they unknowingly came into his presence.  They could have failed to 
mention the brother they had betrayed, but they told Joseph of their brother, “the one who is no 
more”  (Genesis 42:13b).  As soon as Joseph applied significant pressure, his brothers said to each 
other, “Surely we are being punished because of our brother.  We saw how distressed he was when 
he pleaded with us for his life, but we would not listen; that is why this distress has come upon us.”  
(Genesis 42: 21).  Imagine how Joseph must have felt knowing his brothers recognized how terribly 
they had treated him!   
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When Joseph revealed himself to his brothers and subsequently brought them all, along with his 
aging father Jacob, to live in Egypt, in the lush land of Goshen, all seemed to be right with the 
world.  But the brothers, still bearing guilt over what they had done to Joseph all those years 
earlier, wondered when the other shoe was going to drop.  When Jacob died (after living seventeen 
more years in Goshen!), the brothers once again became apprehensive. 

Scripture: 

Genesis 50:15-21 New International Version (NIV) 
Joseph Reassures His Brothers 
15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a 
grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” 16 So they sent word to 
Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: 17 ‘This is what you are to say to 
Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you 
so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their message 
came to him, Joseph wept. 
18 His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,” they said. 
19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God?20 
You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the 
saving of many lives. 21 So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he 
reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 

Discussion: 

We all have secrets we wish others wouldn’t find out.  Those conducting the human experiment on 
the triplets separated at birth didn’t think anyone would ever find out.  They couldn’t predict that 
two of the three would end up at the same community college, or that the third would see the other 
two on television and realize he was looking at a mirror image of himself.  Joseph’s brothers could 
never have predicted the events that led to their younger brother holding their future in his hands.  
When Joseph sends them to get his father Jacob, providing them with carts for their belongings, he 
gives them this warning:  “Don’t quarrel on the way!” (Genesis 45: 24).  Perhaps he knew they 
would be spending their return trip to Canaan trying to figure out how to tell their aging father that 
the son whose “death” he had grieved endlessly was actually alive.  There must have been some 
lively discussion about how to deliver this information without subjecting themselves to their 
father’s wrath.         

The brothers had been found out, and they couldn’t believe there wouldn’t be further retribution, 
even if it were to come years after their father had died.  But instead of dropping the hammer they 
were expecting, Joseph’s heart was tender and forgiving toward his brothers, and he spoke words 
that echo to this day for all of us who wonder if anything good can come out of the difficulties we 

are experiencing: “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for 
good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many 
lives.” (Genesis 50:20) 



 

Meditation: 
To Joseph’s father and brothers, the realization that he was alive after they had delivered him over to 
certain death must have seemed like a resurrection miracle.  Joseph consistently acknowledged that 
it was God who had preserved his life and placed him in the position to save many more lives.  Jesus 
was also delivered over to certain death; Romans 4:25 tells us, “He was delivered over to death for 
our sins and was raised to life for our justification.”  When we believe, an exchange takes place. We 
give Christ our sins, all of our secret transgressions, and He gives us forgiveness.  This is offered to us 
as a free gift – there is nothing we can do to earn this.  He won’t change His mind or hold a grudge.  
This is truly a resurrection miracle!  

A resident of a care facility I volunteer at often requests a song entitled “It Is No Secret.” Let the 
words of this song be your prayer of praise to a God whose heart is tender and forgiving toward you! 

(see song on following page)
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It Is No Secret

The chimes of time ring out the news,

Another day is through.

Someone slipped and fell.

Was that someone you?

You may have longed for added strength,

Your courage to renew.

Do not be disheartened,

For I have news for you.

It is no secret what God can do.

What He’s done for others, He’ll do for you.

With arms wide open, He’ll pardon you.

It is no secret what God can do.

There is no night for in His light

You never walk alone.

Always feel at home,

Wherever you may go.

There is no power can conquer you

While God is on your side.

Take Him at His promise,

Don’t run away and hide.

It is no secret what God can do.

What He’s done for others, He’ll do for you.

With arms wide open, He’ll pardon you.

It is no secret what God can do.

 

Songwriter: Stuart Hamblen
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