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Welcome to our 
summer series 

Judah: The Kingdom 
Chronicles 

Maybe you have heard of 
King David, the man after 

God’s own heart. Perhaps you 
have even heard of 

King Solomon, the wisest 
(and richest) king who ever 

ruled. 
However, chances are most 
of us don’t know a lot about 
the kings who came after 

David and Solomon. 
This summer we are going 

to take a closer look at some 
of the lesser known actors in 
this story. After all, these 
accounts were recorded in 
Scripture for us, and we 

know that 
“All Scripture is 

God-breathed and is useful 
for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in 
righteousness” (2 Timothy 

3:16).
Together, we will study 

these kings (and one 
wicked queen) and see how 
God’s Word is living and 

active. It is still speaking 
into our lives today!



Week 1 
Rehoboam

Day 1
Background
We begin with King Rehoboam. Before you read the 
Scripture passage, let’s discuss a few of the events that 
lead up to this moment with Rehoboam. King David had 
been promised by God that he would always have a son 
on the throne, because of God’s love towards David. David 
was not perfect, but he did love God with his whole heart. 
David’s son Solomon was off to a great start when he 
became king. When God asked Solomon in a dream what 
he desired from God, he asked for the wisdom to govern 
God’s people. Because of this, God gave Solomon not only 
unparalleled wisdom, but also infinite wealth and fame as 
well as peace.

Unfortunately, all Solomon had began to steal his heart 
away from God, especially the many wives he took from 
other nations. He began to worship other gods to please 
his wives, and God was grieved. As punishment, the 
Kingdom of Israel, which was made of twelve tribes would 
be divided. Ten were given by God to Jeroboam, a man 
who had been a successful leader who worked for King 
Solomon. King Solomon was angry and tried to have 
Jeroboam killed, but he escaped. King Solomon then 
named his son Rehoboam king over all Israel, but as you 
will read today, that was not to be.



What decisions are you facing today? 
Is your pride or your insecurity 

getting in the way of making the 
choice that would please God?

It would seem that Rehoboam had the chance 
to keep the Kingdom united. When all twelve 
tribes approached him, they simply asked 

for a little more mercy than had been shown 
to them by King Solomon. At first, Rehoboam 

seems to be on the right track. He is in a new 
position, faced with a big question. He asks 
for time and for advice, both wise choices. 
Then it falls apart. Instead of listening to 

the men who are older and more experienced, 
he turns to his buddies. These are not people 
who have lived varied lives. These are kids 
from the castle court who grew up alongside 
Rehoboam with protection, privilege, and few 
consequences for their actions. I am afraid 

these young advisors appealed to Rehoboam’s 
pride and insecurity at the same time. 

Nervous to prove himself in a new position, 
rather than do what was right, Rehoboam 
took the second path offered. The Kingdom 
split in two, leaving Judah and the small 
tribe of Benjamin as the only ones loyal to 

King Rehoboam in Jerusalem. 

 
READ 

2 Chronicles 10:1-19
Day 1

Day 2 (Reading only)

2 Chronicles 11:1-17



Yesterday you read about Rehoboam’s response 
to the split. It sounds like this young man, 
despite not heeding the good advice given 

him, was well equipped to lead. He did some 
good things, like fortifying the towns, 

welcoming the priests who wanted to serve at 
the temple in Jerusalem, and caring for the 
needs of his people. Judah and Benjamin may 
have been small, but they were forming a 

strong, tightly knit kingdom, loyal to 
David’s grandson. He not only was successful 
in his work, but he also attained what would 
have been considered personal success with 

his family. So, despite his first giant misstep 
in splitting the Kingdom, things improved 

for Rehoboam. Did you notice verse 12? “After 
Rehoboam’s position as king was established 
and he had become strong, he and all Israel 
with him abandoned the law of the Lord.”
Scripture doesn’t mince words. Once he had 
everything going for him, Rehoboam didn’t 
need God anymore. Sometimes when crisis 

hits, we turn to anything that has to do with 
God. We don’t miss church, we try reading 
our Bibles, we pray, we ask others to pray. 

All of these actions are wonderful and 
important. But have you ever survived the 
crisis only to decide all those things aren’t 
as necessary as you thought? Have you ever 
abandoned your relationship with the Lord 

when things were going well?

Day 3 
READ 

2 Chronicles 11:18-12:5

Jesus loves you. He cares deeply about 
you and wants to be part of your whole 

life. A relationship with Jesus is the 
only way to know real life, in the good 

times and in the crises. 



Day 4 (Reading only)

Proverbs 1:1-7
 

READ 
2 Chronicles 12:6-16

Discipline is such an interesting concept. 
Children hate receiving it, and parents don’t 

like doling it out. It is painful to both 
parties because of the relationships involved. 
Having to leave the park because your three 
year old disobeyed, or having to take away 
a cell phone because your teenager lied are 
both difficult. They are upset, a nice day 
feels ruined, and you feel like the bad guy 
even though you didn’t do anything! On the 
other hand, not disciplining a child is lazy, 
selfish, and terribly short sighted. If parents 
don’t take the time to deal out small conse-
quences, their children will have to endure 

much larger and more painful ones as adults. 

Rehoboam had only been king for four years 
when he abandoned God. God was swift with 
His discipline. Year five was marked by the 
threat of total annihilation at the hands of 
an Egyptian king. Suddenly, the man who 

had felt on top of the world was facing the 
destruction of his kingdom and his own life. 
This was actually loving of God. He knew 
life away from Him would only increase 
their pain and heartache. Thankfully, 

Rehoboam and his people humbled themselves 
before God. Our Lord is so gracious and quick 

to forgive. He spared them from total 
destruction, yet allowed them to endure a 
consequence in hope that they would learn. 

Day 5



 
READ 

2 Chronicles 12:6-16

Day 5 (continued)
In verse 8, God says He does this so that 
they will know the difference between 

serving Him and serving the gods of other 
lands. In the same way, sometimes God 

allows us to suffer the consequences of our 
own choices. When we abandon God to serve 
other gods, like money, popularity, power, 
or pleasure, He forgives us but let’s us feel 
the cost. These other gods are much crueler, 
more demanding, and totally unforgiving. He 
does not want us suffering as slaves to them. 

Hebrews 12:6-11
“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s 
discipline, and do not lose heart when he 

rebukes you,
6 because the Lord disciplines the one he 

loves, and he chastens everyone he 
accepts as his son.”

7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is 
treating you as his children. For what 

children are not disciplined by their father? 
8 If you are not disciplined—and everyone 

undergoes discipline—then you are not 
legitimate, not true sons and daughters at 
all. 9 Moreover, we have all had human 

fathers who disciplined us and we respected 
them for it. How much more should we 
submit to the Father of spirits and live! 

10 They disciplined us for a little while as 
they thought best; but God disciplines us for 
our good, in order that we may share in his 
holiness. 11 No discipline seems pleasant at 
the time, but painful. Later on, however, it 

produces a harvest of righteousness and 
peace for those who have been trained by it.




