
Rejected and Betrayed 
BACK STORY 

In Genesis 37, we read the story of Joseph’s rejection and 
betrayal at the hands of his brothers.  He is the “kid 

brother” who tattled on his brothers and subsequently no 
longer had to go with them out into the desert to tend the 

sheep.  His father showed great favoritism to him and not 
surprisingly his older brothers resented him for it.  What 
really put Joseph’s brothers over the edge was Joseph himself, who in his 
youthful naiveté along with what seemed to them an abundance of 
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arrogance, told them of his dreams where they metaphorically bowed down 
to him and served him. (Genesis 37: 1 – 10).  Despite their mistreatment of 
him, Joseph still trusted his brothers and when his father told him to check 
on them out in the barren countryside, he went willingly to do so.  No doubt 
he experienced great heartache and confusion when he was attacked and 
betrayed by his own family.  This began a tailspin that impacted every area 
of Joseph’s life, with more downs than ups for a lengthy season of his life.  

SCRIPTURE 

Genesis 37:12-28 (NIV) 

“Joseph Sold by His Brothers” 
12 Now (Joseph’s) brothers had gone to graze their father’s flocks near 
Shechem, 13 and Israel said to Joseph, “As you know, your brothers are 
grazing the flocks near Shechem. Come, I am going to send you to them.” 
“Very well,” he replied. 
14 So he said to him, “Go and see if all is well with your brothers and with the 
flocks, and bring word back to me.” Then he sent him off from the Valley of 
Hebron. 
When Joseph arrived at Shechem, 15 a man found him wandering around in 
the fields and asked him, “What are you looking for?” 
16 He replied, “I’m looking for my brothers. Can you tell me where they are 
grazing their flocks?” 
17 “They have moved on from here,” the man answered. “I heard them say, 
‘Let’s go to Dothan.’” 
So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near 
Dothan.  
18 But they saw him in the distance, and before 
he reached them, they plotted to kill him.
19 “Here comes that dreamer!” they said to each 
other. 20 “Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one 
of these cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured 
him. Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.” 
21 When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their hands. “Let’s not 
take his life,” he said. 22 “Don’t shed any blood. Throw him into this 
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cistern here in the wilderness, but don’t lay a hand on him.” Reuben said this 
to rescue him from them and take him back to his father. 
23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the 
ornate robe he was wearing— 24 and they took him and threw him into the 
cistern. The cistern was empty; there was no water in it. 
25 As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a caravan of 
Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. Their camels were loaded with spices, 
balm and myrrh, and they were on their way to take them down to Egypt. 
26 Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our brother and 
cover up his blood? 27 Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our 
hands on him; after all, he is our brother, our own flesh and blood.” His 
brothers agreed. 
28 So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up 
out of the cistern and sold him for twenty shekels of silver to the 
Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt.” 

DISCUSSION   

I grew up as the youngest by several years of three sisters.  Although my 
sisters and I are now extremely close, when I was a child, I was sometimes a 
nuisance to them, especially when their dates visited our home and I’d want 
to hang around.  My sisters thought I had a far easier life than they had, and 
in some ways, this was probably true. By the time I was a teenager, my 
parents were more lenient, probably because I wore them out!  I was given a 
car to drive while in high school while they had always had to borrow one 
from our parents or ride the bus.   I was the most talkative and outgoing 
person in my family, but I was also very naïve and trusting of others to a 
fault.  I didn’t have a clue that not everyone was trustworthy or had pure 
motives, and I sometimes inadvertently got myself into situations that didn’t 
end well. 

Even long after I was married and had a family, I was not the most 
discerning about other people’s character or motivations.  I recall a time 
when I trusted someone with whom I had a long term friendship and shared 
some deeply personal information.  A promise to keep the information 
confidential was made.  A number of years later, the relationship deteriorated 
due to some unforeseeable circumstances.  The promise was broken and I 
experienced deep heartache and pain as a result.  The betrayal impacted 
every part of my life – family, employment, church, friendships, reputation 
and even my faith.  I felt for a long time that God must be angry at me or 
punishing me for something.  There was a dark period when I could not 
imagine ever feeling God’s favor again in my lifetime. It was only after a 
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number of years and life experiences that involved meeting new people I 
wouldn’t have met if my circumstances hadn’t changed so drastically, that I 
realized God hadn’t been punishing me, but rather had rescued me and even 
during my lowest times, had been with me.   

As we move further into the life of Joseph during the summer sermon series, 
we will see the following phrase in the scriptures even during the lowest 
points of Joseph’s life: “…but the Lord was with Joseph…”  It may not have 
seemed like it to Joseph at some points of his life’s journey, but the evidence of 
God’s presence with Joseph became apparent as time and experience went by.  
So often this is the case in our own lives as well.  It is more often in reflection 
that we realize the Lord was and IS with us all the time.  Even in the dry 
wells – the Cistern Incidents - of our lives, through betrayals and rejection, 
the Lord is with us and will prove himself faithful over and over again.     
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REFLECTION 
In the midst of my personal “Cistern Incident”, my daughter gave me a plaque that read simply 
“God is Faithful”.  The plaque is still displayed prominently in my home and I well up with tears 
every time I reflect on it. Perhaps that is why the hymn “Great is Thy Faithfulness” is one of my 
favorites.  It is based on the poetic verses found in Lamentations 3:  22 – 24 (KJV):  22 It is of 
the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not.  23 They are new 
every morning: great is thy faithfulness.  24 The Lord is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I 
hope in him. 

1 
“Great is Thy faithfulness,” O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 
  
“Great is Thy faithfulness!” “Great is Thy faithfulness!” 
  Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided— 
    “Great is Thy faithfulness,” Lord, unto me! 

2 
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

3 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
Lyrics:  Thomas Obadiah Chisholm (1866-1960) 



BACK STORY 
The book of Genesis from chapter 37 through chapter 50 is primarily 
devoted to the story of Joseph.   But it also is a family story with numerous 
life lessons.  Chapter 37, the story of Joseph’s betrayal at the hands of his 
brothers is a study of family dynamics that we can all relate to.  

One of the greatest resources God gives us is the family.  Families should be 
where we experience acceptance, encouragement, guidance, and counsel.  
Bringing trouble on your family – whether because of anger or jealousy – is 
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foolish because you cut yourself off from all the wonderful security and 
blessing a loving family can provide, often for generations to come.  
Joseph’s brothers had already experienced many troubles brought on by the 
betrayals and deceptions in their father Jacob’s past.  They would 
experience the consequences of their own deceitful actions in their own 
families for generations to come, some of which causes strained 
relationships we read about in the headlines even to this day. 

SCRIPTURE 

Proverbs 11: 29 (NIV):  He who brings trouble on 
his family will inherit only wind, and the fool 
will be servant to the wise. 

Genesis 37:12-28 The Message (MSG) 
12-13 (Joseph’s) brothers had gone off to Shechem where they were pasturing 
their father’s flocks. Israel said to Joseph, “Your brothers are with flocks in 
Shechem. Come, I want to send you to them.” 
Joseph said, “I’m ready.” 
14 He said, “Go and see how your brothers and the flocks are doing and bring 
me back a report.” He sent him off from the valley of Hebron to Shechem. 
15 A man met him as he was wandering through the fields and asked him, 
“What are you looking for?” 
16 “I’m trying to find my brothers. Do you have any idea where they are 
grazing their flocks?” 
17 The man said, “They’ve left here, but I overheard them say, ‘Let’s go to 
Dothan.’” So Joseph took off, tracked his brothers down, and found them in 
Dothan. 
18-20 They spotted him off in the distance. By the time he got to them they had 
cooked up a plot to kill him. The brothers were saying, “Here comes that 
dreamer. Let’s kill him and throw him into one of these old cisterns; we can 
say that a vicious animal ate him up. We’ll see what his dreams amount to.” 
21-22 Reuben heard the brothers talking and intervened to save him, “We’re not 
going to kill him. No murder. Go ahead and throw him in this cistern out here 
in the wild, but don’t hurt him.” Reuben planned to go back later and get him 
out and take him back to his father. 
23-24 When Joseph reached his brothers, they ripped off the fancy coat he was 
wearing, grabbed him, and threw him into a cistern. The cistern was dry; 
there wasn’t any water in it. 
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25-27 Then they sat down to eat their supper. Looking up, they saw a caravan of 
Ishmaelites on their way from Gilead, their camels loaded with spices, 
ointments, and perfumes to sell in Egypt. Judah said, “Brothers, what are we 
going to get out of killing our brother and concealing the evidence? Let’s sell 
him to the Ishmaelites, but let’s not kill him—he is, after all, our brother, our 
own flesh and blood.” His brothers agreed. 
28 By that time the Midianite traders were passing by. His brothers pulled 
Joseph out of the cistern and sold him for twenty pieces of silver to the 
Ishmaelites who took Joseph with them down to Egypt. 

DISCUSSION   
In the previous devotional, I shared a story where I was the victim of 
rejection and betrayal.  While we usually desire to portray ourselves in a 
sympathetic light, if we are honest with ourselves we can usually recall times 
when we were the rejecters and betrayers.   In high school, I can vividly 
remember myself and my friends mocking and ignoring a classmate because 
she behaved differently.  From our “mature” standpoint, she acted aloof and 
detached.  At one point, she entered and won a local beauty and talent 
contest, which should have earned our respect, but instead increased our 
derision.  “Did she actually think she was better than we were now that her 
picture had been in the paper?” we wondered aloud, sometimes within her 
earshot.  I knew at the time that my words and actions were unkind and 
hurtful, but in the presence of my friends, I not only didn’t stand up for her, I 
participated in the ridicule. 

I can feel the shame of my actions as I write, especially since many years 
after graduating, I learned of 
extreme dysfunction and abuse 
that was occurring in her life 
during our high school years 
that explained much of what 
we deemed unusual behavior.  I 
actually felt tremendous 
admiration for her and all that 
she had accomplished even 
though her personal life had 
been in a shambles during that 
time. 
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I wonder throughout the years that followed the “Cistern Incident”, how often 
Joseph’s brothers were overcome with shame as they watched their father 
grieve endlessly for his favored son who was now lost to him.  Singularly, 
some of Joseph’s brothers made weak attempts to save him from the worst.  
Reuben, Joseph’s oldest brother suggested throwing him in the dry cistern 
with the intention of rescuing Joseph later.  Judah, another of Joseph’s older 
brothers, seemed to have a flicker of conscience when he saved Joseph from 
being murdered by suggesting they sell Joseph into slavery.  However it could 
be argued it was greed that overtook Judah since no one expected Joseph to 
survive for long as a slave. Even if any of the brothers felt twinges of 
remorse, they surrendered very quickly to the mob mentality, even sitting 
down to have lunch within earshot of their younger brother crying for help 
from the bottom of the cistern.  Little did Joseph’s brothers know that many 
years from then they would encounter their dreamer of the little brother 
again and find themselves completely dependent upon him for their survival. 

    

 8

REFLECTION 

There is an old saying “what goes around comes around” which means the 
consequences of one’s actions will have to be dealt with eventually.  

 In Galatians 6:7 we read:  “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man 
reaps what he sows.” 

Even though we know this to be true, we still can get caught up in behaviors and 
actions that are harmful. 

BUT - the story of Joseph and his brothers is not without hope and as we study 
Joseph’s life over the course of the summer, that thread of hope will become 
increasingly apparent until it is completely undeniable.  And as dysfunctional as 
Joseph’s extended family was, God used them mightily.  Judah, the brother who 
suggested selling Joseph to slave traders, thus setting into motion the lengthy 
and significant series of events that comprise the remainder of the book of 
Genesis, is a direct ancestor of Jesus.  Just like “the Lord was with Joseph”, we 
have God with us through Jesus Christ and the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Whether 
betrayed or betraying, rejected or rejecting, God calls us to continue or return to 
walking faithfully with him.  We never need to doubt that God is faithful to us.  
In Jeremiah 31:3, God reminds his people through the prophet of this truth that 
rings out through all generations before and since:  “I have loved you with 
an everlasting love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you.”  
Hallelujah and Amen! 


