
Sermon Based Small Groups 
How will the world see Christ 
through the church? (Part 3) 

Ice Breaker 

Feel free to use this question, or make up one of your own!  

What is the biggest change you have noticed in the world in the last 10 

years? 

What is the biggest change in your own life in the last 5 years? 

Scripture 
 
Ephesians 5:1-20 New International Version (NIV) 

5 1 Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and walk in the way of 

love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and 

sacrifice to God. 

3 But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of 

impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. 4 Nor should 

there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather 

thanksgiving. 5 For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy 

person—such a person is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and 

of God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God’s 

wrath comes on those who are disobedient. 7 Therefore do not be partners with them. 

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 

9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness,righteousness and truth) 10 and find 

out what pleases the Lord. 11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, 



but rather expose them. 12 It is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in 

secret. 13 But everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything that is 

illuminated becomes a light. 14 This is why it is said: 

“Wake up, sleeper, 

    rise from the dead, 

    and Christ will shine on you.” 

15 Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise,16 making the most 

of every opportunity, because the days are evil.17 Therefore do not be foolish, but 

understand what the Lord’s will is.18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to 

debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another with psalms, 

hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord,20 

always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

No Video Recap this week 

Questions 

Main Question 1 

What is idolatry? 

Follow up questions: 

Paul claims the sexually immoral, impure and greedy are 

idolaters. What does he mean? 

Does that make sense to you? 

How do people “worship” these idols? 

Paul exhorts the people to be filled with the Holy Spirit, and to 

be thankful (verse 18-20). How does thankfulness counter 

idolatry? 



Main Question 2 

What surprises you the most about the culture of Ephesus, and the rest of 

the World before Christianity spread? 

Follow up questions: 

The Romans hated the word “Christian”, because the moral 

standards of the believers annoyed them. Do you think this was 

actually conviction they were ignoring? 

Do you see any parallels in the world today?  

Does it seem like culture is backsliding? 

Main Question 3 

Now we are children of the Light. What is the fruit of light? (Verse 9) 

Follow up questions: 

How does this “fruit” stand against the characteristics of 

darkness? 

Do you think the church wins more people by arguing against 

the culture, or by living lives that are counterculture in their 

kindness, love, patients, etc.? 

When is this easy?  

When is it not? 

Main Question 4 

What does Paul mean when he says to be careful how you live, because the 

days are evil? 

Follow up questions: 

Have you ever had an opportunity to shine the light of Christ, 

and didn’t? 

How can we make the most of every opportunity? 

Look at your week ahead. Do you know of any chances that are 

coming? 



Main Question 5 

The whole world was transformed under the influence of Christians, who 

were under the influence of the Holy Spirit. Have you been transformed? 

Follow up questions: 

What is different about you? 

Are people in your life slowly following your actions, language, 

habits, or are you slowly conforming to the world around you? 

Is there anything you excuse in order to be entertained? 

Included? 

Relevant?  

Prayer 

Ask your group if there are any updates from last week’s prayer concerns. 

Include time in the prayer to thank God for any answers to last week's 

prayer. 

Ask for new prayer concerns. 

It is a good idea to write these down, so you can be sure to cover each one. 

If your group is getting comfortable with each other, you could ask for 

volunteers to pray for each of the concerns during the prayer time. 

Invite you group to take a look at the devotions leading up to next week’s 

sermon. They are available online on the Foundry website. 

 

 

 


