
The Foundry Devotions, Day 1 

The Word of God: 
Joshua 3:1-3 & 14-16 

1 Early next morning, Joshua and all the Israelites set out from Shittim and marched to 
the Jordan. They did not cross immediately, but spent the night there. 2 Three days later, 
the officials went through the camp 3 and charged the people as follows: “When you see 
the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord your God being carried by the levitical priests, you 
shall move forward. Follow it.” 

14 “When the people set out from their encampment to cross the Jordan, the priests 
bearing the Ark of the Covenant were at the head of the people. 15 Now the Jordan 
keeps flowing over its entire bed throughout the harvest season. But as soon as the 
bearers of the Ark reached the Jordan, and the feet of the priests bearing the Ark dipped 
into the water at its edge, 16 the waters coming down from upstream piled up in a single 
heap a great way off, at Adam, the town next to Zarethan; and those flowing away 
downstream to the Sea of the Arabah (the Dead Sea) ran out completely. So the people 
crossed near Jericho.” 

Discussion: 
I am sure most of us have heard the quote about life being a journey that is more about 
the lessons learned during travel than the destination itself. I remember when my wife 
and I were searching for a home before the arrival of our first child. We were fervently 
searching, visiting and making offers on possible homes to no avail. We were either 
outpaced or outbid on multiple occasions. At one point, we had even decided to build 
something new instead. Before purchasing some land, we wanted to make sure we 
would have a good water source. After drilling for water in two different locations on the 
same piece of property, we came up with two dry holes. I remember praying one night, 
asking God what His plan was. Why were all these doors closing? Was He telling us we 
were heading down the wrong road? 

What was His will for us?  
I really didn’t know anymore. I specifically prayed that He provide a home before my 
daughter was born. At this point, she was due in less than 6 months. I remained 
persistent in my prayers.   



As the story turns out, we purchased and moved into a home about three weeks before 
my daughter was born! God did answer my prayer! But, searching for a home taught me 
new levels of dependence, emotional burden, and reliance on Him.  Had I been in 
control, it would have been a short six month journey between beginning to look for a 
house and purchasing one, not two years. In some little way, the road my wife and I 
walked may be a way to connect personally to the journey the Israelites were on during 
their desert wanderings.   

The Israelites traveled the desert for 38 years following the Pillar of Fire or Cloud. Little 
did they know, the Promised Land was only a distance of about 250 miles from Mt. Sinai. 
To give that some perspective, if the Israelites walked ten miles each day, it would have 
taken less than a month to reach the Promised Land. Talk about some serious detours!  

Eventually, God leads them to the eastern edge of the Promised Land. What happens 
then is another instance of God clearing a path through the water. These Israelites 
experience for themselves a story they would have been told by their late parents or 
grandparents of when God parted the Red Sea for them to escape Pharaoh and his 
soldiers. 

 Application: 

There are two important principles we can learn from this story.  

First, God sometimes takes us on a journey or route we don’t expect in order to display 
His glory. Looking at the map below, Mt. Sinai is located towards the bottom (#8, 
quadrant C-4).   



 

The Jordan River is located in the top right corner (#17, quadrant D-1), and Canaan 
(the Promised Land) is also located at the top right corner (quadrant C-1).  If we look at 
these key places on the map in relation to each other and compare it to the possible path 
the Israelites took, it doesn’t make much logistical sense to lead Israel up the East side of 
the Jordan River. If God would have circled the Israelites back to where the first twelve 
scouts were sent out to survey the Promised Land (the area of Kadesh-Barnea), the 
whole water crossing could have been completely avoided. But God had different plans. 
As the people trusted the Lord’s word and direction, He worked a great miracle. God 
wanted to show the Israelites that He is in complete control and is always faithful.  

Second, we must pass the faith on to the next generation. Moses told Joshua to set up an 
altar and a pile of stones (Joshua 4:2-3) as a memorial for future generations. When 
traveling along the road, future generations could ask what the pile of rocks meant. It 
was a visually genius tool that opened the door for conversations about what God had 
done for the Israelites.  



Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, You are my Leader. Help me to faithfully follow the journey that You 
have set out for me. Forgive me for the times when I choose to try and follow my own 
path. Remind me of the times when You were faithful and led me to where I needed to 
be. Help me to speak out about those times. Lord, please give me opportunities to tell 
others about the miraculous wonders You have done in my life. Amen.   

By Derrick Huizenga 



Day 2 

Background: 
Upon entering the land of Israel, the Hebrews will encounter a world they have never 
experienced before, neither in Egypt, nor in their desert wanderings in Sinai. The 
Promised Land will be a land of hills, valleys, springs and underground waters. Today’s 
text comes from Deuteronomy and is an explanation that Moses gives to the Israelites 
before they cross into this new world as he prepares to leave them. Moses explains that 
with all good and comfortable things, there also comes the tendency to take those things 
for granted. He sternly warns them to not forget about God, the One who created this 
land for them. Moses gives the Israelites insight into how God has designed the 
geography of the Promised Land and its connection to water, specifically living water. 

The Word of God: 
Deuteronomy 11:10-12 

“For the land that you are about to enter and possess is not like the land of Egypt 
from which you have come. There the grain you sowed had to be watered by your 
own labors, like a vegetable garden; but the land you are about to cross into and 
possess, a land of hills and valleys, soaks up its water from the rains of heaven. It is 
a land which the Lord your God looks after, on which the Lord your God always 
keeps His eye, from year’s beginning to year’s end.” 

Discussion: 
What is living water? In Hebrew, it is mayim chaim (MY-eem KHY-eem). Mayim Chaim is 
water that is untouched by human hands and is sourced from the rain, springs, streams 
or underground. The concept can be understood by thinking of a time when you’ve been 
working hard outside in the middle of a hot 90 degree summer day, and your body longs 
for a cold, refreshing drink of water. After you finally take a drink, you can’t seem to get 
enough. Do you see how the water comes alive? Think about what this meant to the 
Israelites, people who have lived the majority of their lives in the deserts of Sinai. They 



knew the importance of water! The picture Moses paints of this land is that it all comes 
from God. He is the Provider.   

There is a flip-side, however. There is also “dead water.” This would be water that is 
stored in jars, cisterns, or pools, which is often gathered through human efforts. They 
didn’t have modern day plumbing, so the Israelites would have known how to collect 
and save water to span the dry summers in Israel. If you imagine the same scenario of 
working outside on a hot day and grabbing a bottle of water that has been baking in the 
sun as long as you have been working outside, it’s not nearly as refreshing as a cold 
drink. Yes, it is wet and will hydrate you, but the refreshing and cooling aspect of it is all 
but lost. 

How does this speak into our lives? 
As Christians, we can consider our lives in this world as both a wilderness and a 
Promised Land. There will be times when we really need to lean on God for a refreshing 
drink. And there will be times when we think we can do it on our own and choose to 
drink our warm, stagnant cistern water. Don’t settle for dead water when you can receive 
cool, refreshing water!  

A couple of verses later in Deuteronomy 11, Moses gives the Israelites a commandment 
that can still be witnessed in any practicing Jewish family today: “[...] impress My words 
upon your heart, bind them as a sign on your hand [...] and teach them to your children 
- reciting them when you stay at home and when you are away, when you lie down and 
when you get up” (vv. 18-19).  

The world may not embrace our Christian values, and it can get tiresome to continue to 
walk thru our wildernesses.  But if we are drinking living water and reminding ourselves 
Who the Source is, we don’t need to settle, compromise, or ever be thirsty.  For we know, 
“[...] He who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. Never again will they 
hunger; never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat down on them, nor any 
scorching heat. For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their Shepherd; He will 
lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
Rev 7:15b-17 

By Derrick Huizenga


