
Week 3 - Titus 
Prologue: 

Paul left Titus in charge of the new church on the island of Crete. In this letter, Paul lays out instructions 

for this young leader on how to run the church, how to select leaders, and why godly living matters. At 

first glance, we might think this is a list of do’s and don’ts. Looking deeper, however, we see that Paul is 

explaining that our faith compels us to obey certain dicatates. Our obedience to God will show those 

around us who He is and what He has done in our lives.  

 

Day 1 Devotion and Reading 

Titus 1 New International Version (NIV) 

1 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ to further the faith of God’s elect and their 

knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness— 2 in the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not 

lie,promised before the beginning of time, 3 and which now at his appointed season he has brought to 

light through the preaching entrusted to me by the command of God our Savior, 

4 To Titus, my true son in our common faith: 

Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior. 

Appointing Elders Who Love What Is Good 

5 The reason I left you in Crete was that you might put in order what was left unfinished and appoint 

elders in every town, as I directed you. 6 An elder must be blameless, faithful to his wife, a man whose 

children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. 7 Since an overseer 

manages God’s household, he must be blameless—not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to 

drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. 8 Rather, he must be hospitable, one who loves 

what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. 9 He must hold firmly to the 

trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and 

refute those who oppose it. 

Leadership has become a buzzword. Schools want to train our children to be leaders. Employers want 

to develop leaders. You can go to seminars to learn to be a leader and can read books that unlock your 



leadership potential. What stands out to me in Paul’s advice to Titus about appointing overseers is that 

it did not look like the list I usually make, consciously or subconsciously, when I look for leaders.  

Like most people, I am drawn to follow people who are strong, successful, hardworking, independent, 

attractive, talented, and smart. Now, none of these are bad things! But, we should take note when our 

list of qualifications differs from God’s. Titus is to appoint leaders who are self controlled, upright, holy 

(steps away from sin), and disciplined.  

As a leader, do I model the traits on God’s list? 

Do I choose to follow people who are self controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined? 

 

 

 
 
 
Day 2 (Reading Only): Titus 1:10-16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Day 3 Devotion and Reading 
 
Before You Read: 
Don’t get distracted by comments in this letter that don’t make sense to us today. Paul was giving 

directions for those who lived on Crete in 60 AD. His ultimate goal was sharing the gospel, and no 

matter what state people found themselves in, they could make the most of their opportunities. Today, 

women are no longer confined to the home, but that was where their responsibilities laid at the time of 

this letter. Paul also speaks to slaves. Praise the Lord we do not allow slavery anymore! At the time of 

this letter though, slavery was a common reality for both conquered peoples and those with debts.  

Titus 2:1-8 

2 You, however, must teach what is appropriate to sound doctrine. 2 Teach the older men to be 

temperate,worthy of respect, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love and in endurance. 

3 Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or addicted 

to much wine, but to teach what is good. 4 Then they can urge the younger women to love their 

husbands and children, 5 to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be 

subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God. 

6 Similarly, encourage the young men to be self-controlled. 7 In everything set them an example by 

doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity, seriousness 8 and soundness of speech that 

cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed because they have nothing 

bad to say about us. 

9 Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in everything, to try to please them, not to talk back to 

them,10 and not to steal from them, but to show that they can be fully trusted, so that in every way they 

will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive. 

 

You have heard the phrase “Practice what you preach.” The letter from Paul to Titus puts it another 

way: Practice before you preach. This isn’t just a list of dos and don’ts. Paul is saying you need to 

watch how you live, so that you have a leg to stand on when you share the gospel. The older women 

were to watch how they lived, so that they could teach the younger women. Titus, too, was to set an 

example. If he was careful to live a life worthy of the gospel, no one would refuse to hear the gospel 

simply because of their negative run ins with Christians.  



We know that the gospel message is not based on what we do, but on what Christ has done. This is 

100 percent true. But there are those out there who do not yet know that, and you will have a greater 

chance of sharing Jesus with them if you live in a way that reflects His heart. 

 

 

 

Day 4 (Reading Only): Titus 2:11-3:2 
 
  



Day 5 Devotion and Reading  Titus 3:3-3:15 and Ezekiel 36;26-28 

Titus 3 

3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and 

pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4 But when the kindness 

and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but 

because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 

whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified 

by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 8 This is a trustworthy saying. And 

I want you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in God may be careful to devote 

themselves to doing what is good. These things are excellent and profitable for everyone. 

9 But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and arguments and quarrels about the law, because 

these are unprofitable and useless. 10 Warn a divisive person once, and then warn them a second 

time. After that, have nothing to do with them. 11 You may be sure that such people are warped and 

sinful; they are self-condemned. 

Final Remarks 

12 As soon as I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to come to me at Nicopolis, because I 

have decided to winter there. 13 Do everything you can to help Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their 

way and see that they have everything they need. 14 Our people must learn to devote themselves to 

doing what is good, in order to provide for urgent needs and not live unproductive lives. 

15 Everyone with me sends you greetings. Greet those who love us in the faith. 

Grace be with you all. 

 

God promised to rescue and heal His people. In the 36th chapter of the Old Testament book of Ezekiel, 

God promises through the prophet: 

26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and 

give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be 

careful to keep my laws. 28 Then you will live in the land I gave your ancestors; you will be my people, 

and I will be your God. 

Here in Titus, 600 years later, we read how God fulfilled that promise. God took out our hearts of stone, 

which used to make us foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and 



pleasures. Living in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. Now, through the Spirit we 

have hearts of flesh. We can feel again. We can be tender to what matters to God. We have been freed 

from dysfunctional living - let’s not go back! 

In the book of Titus, we have building blocks for godly living. Applying these in our homes, in our 

church, in our work, and in our play will bless our lives and help us share the gospel. But don’t forget, 

the enemy hates unity, peace, and productive lives. He wants nothing more than to have us be lazy, 

foolish, and disobedient. His method is to divide and conquer. So be careful of the wolves, the false 

teachers who sneak in trying to create foolish arguments about things that don’t matter in order to 

distract and divide the flock.  

 


