
Devotion 1 
Introduction:  
Please read through this passage once on your own. Note the things that stand out to 
you. Then, we will read through it together, taking note of a few things to help us 
understand a deeper message. 

The Word of God: 
Exodus 1:8-22 New International Version (NIV) 

8 Then a new king, to whom Joseph meant nothing, came to power in Egypt.  

If you were with us this summer, you will recall who Joseph was. He was the young 
man, sold into slavery by his brothers, who rose to become second in command of 
all of Egypt. It was Joseph whom God used to save the Israelite and Egyptian 
people from famine. For a long time Joseph was a hero to the Egyptians. After 400 
years, however, memory of him faded, and the new king of Egypt began to fear the 
Israelite, or Hebrew, people. 

Fear can make us do terrible things. The Egyptians were speculating and paranoid. There is 
nothing that suggests the Hebrew people were doing anything to cause the Egyptians to fear 
them, other than multiplying. Forced labor of a minority people as a way of controlling 
them has ancient roots. It deprives them of their humanity and often leads to even worse 
actions as we will see later in this story. 

9 “Look,” he said to his people, “the Israelites have become far too numerous for us. 10 
Come, we must deal shrewdly with them or they will become even more numerous and, if 
war breaks out, will join our enemies, fight against us and leave the country.” 

11 So they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced labor, and they built 
Pithom and Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh. 12 But the more they were oppressed, the 
more they multiplied and spread; so the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites 13 and 
worked them ruthlessly. 14 They made their lives bitter with harsh labor in brick and mortar 
and with all kinds of work in the fields; in all their harsh labor the Egyptians worked them 
ruthlessly. 

THE FOUNDRY 



15 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, whose names were Shiphrah 
and Puah, 16 “When you are helping the Hebrew women during childbirth on the 
delivery stool, if you see that the baby is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, let her 
live.” 17 The midwives, however, feared God and did not do what the king of Egypt 
had told them to do; they let the boys live. 18 Then the king of Egypt summoned 
the midwives and asked them, “Why have you done this? Why have you let the boys 
live?” 

19 The midwives answered Pharaoh, “Hebrew women are not like Egyptian 
women; they are vigorous and give birth before the midwives arrive.” 

Did these two women lie? It appears they dodged Pharaoh’s question. The Hebrew women 
lived under extreme physical demands and were likely stronger than the Egyptian women. In 
any case, the midwives, who were probably representatives of all the Hebrew midwives, were 
not concerned with pleasing Pharaoh. They feared God more than the King of Egypt, and 
they valued life. 

20 So God was kind to the midwives and the people increased and became even 
more numerous. 21 And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families 
of their own. 

I love the kindness of God displays here. God saw the faith of these women and their 
selflessness. Think of it, in a culture that deeply valued family and bearing children, these 
women had none. What if they had grown jealous of the other women with children? What 
if that jealousy had caused them to despise their sisters or become bitter against God? If that 
had happened, they may have complied with Pharaoh. Their hearts were devoted to God 
first, and God took notice of this and blessed them.  

22 Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people: “Every Hebrew boy that is born 
you must throw into the Nile, but let every girl live.” 

The Jewish people have been persecuted throughout history. Here we see the first order of 
genocide implemented against them. 

What is God teaching us in this story?  
You may have noticed some other things in the story. That is excellent. Be 
sure to write them down, and ask God what He is teaching you. Here are 
a few things God laid on my heart as we read: 



Verse 8 

First of all, the Egyptians forgot all that Joseph had done for them. They became ungrateful, 
which lead to many other terrible choices.  

Have I become ungrateful? Have I taken time to recognize those who have blessed my life, 
including those who came before me? 

Verses 9-14 

Secondly, I need to examine my response to fear. God, search my heart and show me if I have 
let fear of others turn to hatred or cruelty in any way. 

Verses 15-19 

Next, God put Shiphrah and Puah in the right place. When the time came, these two women 
were all that stood between life and death for the little Hebrew boys. What if they had 
obeyed Pharaoh? They might have been rewarded!  

Disobeying could have cost them their lives! Do I fear God more than anyone and anything 
else? This even applies to the little decisions in my life, like not gossiping or not watching 
that movie everyone else thinks is no big deal.  

What about you? 

Verses 20-21 

Finally, I thought about jealousy and bitterness. Shiphrah and Puah had no children, yet 
they saved the children of other women.  Were they able to do this because they were not 
bitter and jealous about what they did not have? I asked God to shine a light into my heart 
to see if there is something I want that someone else has that has caused me to be bitter 
against God or envious against another person. Try asking God yourself. It takes a moment, 
but He often shows me things that have crept in that were not even on my radar! 

God’s Word is living and active! Praise God that He speaks to us through it and draws us 
close to His heart and His best for us.Devotion 2 



Devotion 2 
Background: 
Yesterday, we read of Pharaoh’s growing fear of the Hebrew people. His first plan was to 
make their lives difficult and deprive them of the same rights the Egyptians had. His 
second plan was to use the Hebrew midwives to do away with the boy babies. When that 
did not work, Pharaoh put forth the horrifying decree demanding that Hebrew baby boys 
be thrown into the Nile. 

You may be surprised to hear that Moses wasn’t the first baby to be put into a basket in 
the water and survive. There were a few similar stories in the ancient world. Many of 
them were legends, though some were about documented individuals, such as Saron 
King of the Akkads, who lived 800 years before Moses and who united the regions of 
Mesopotamia.  It is likely that this story and others would have been known by Moses’ 1

mother. In this time in history, there were also occasions when babies were abandoned 
into the water, unfortunately, not in the hope that they would be rescued.  

The Word of God: 
The Birth of Moses 

Exodus 2:2-10 

2 Now a man of the tribe of Levi married a Levite woman, 2 and she became 
pregnant and gave birth to a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid 
him for three months. 3 But when she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus 
basket for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the child in it and 
put it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile. 4 His sister stood at a distance to 
see what would happen to him. 

5 Then Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her attendants 
were walking along the riverbank. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent 
her female slave to get it. 6 She opened it and saw the baby. He was crying, and she 
felt sorry for him. “This is one of the Hebrew babies,” she said. 

NIV Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible. Exodus 2:3 She place the child in it. Accessed 1
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7 Then his sister asked Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew 
women to nurse the baby for you?” 

8 “Yes, go,” she answered. So the girl went and got the baby’s mother. 9 Pharaoh’s 
daughter said to her, “Take this baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay you.” So 
the woman took the baby and nursed him. 10 When the child grew older, she took 
him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her son. She named him Moses, saying, 
“I drew him out of the water.” 

Discussion 
It is very difficult to imagine the fear that Jochebed (Moses’ mother) must have felt 
through her pregnancy. What if the baby is a boy? Then, when the day came, we can 
imagine Jochebed and her husband, panicking to find somewhere to hide him. Moses 
had an older brother Aaron, who would have been three, and a big sister Miriam. Can 
you imagine asking them to keep things quiet? Did they just tell the neighbors the child 
had not lived? 

If you have spent time with a newborn, you know that, just like this story tells, around 
three months things change. Babies start smiling back at you, cooing and wanting to 
play. At three months, their cry is much stronger than that of the tiny infant who could 
be quieted quite easily with milk and mother’s arms. For Moses’ family three months was 
a turning point.  

What would have you done? 

The Nile was not the placid river sometimes pictured in children’s versions of this story. It 
is wide, deep, and teaming with creatures, such as hippopotamuses and crocodiles. 
Pharaoh had commanded babies boys be thrown into that deadly water, so it seems 
doubtful that would be the first choice of this small Hebrew family.  

The text does not tell us why Moses’ mother chose to make the tiny ark to float her baby 
down the Nile. It only tells us that she did. Perhaps she had heard of the legends we 
spoke of in the background of this study. Did she know when the Princess would be by 
the water? She obviously did know how to waterproof the little basket boat, and she did 
so in faith and hope. Perhaps the story of Noah spared in the ark had motivated her 



actions. Then, she did the most difficult thing of all, she let him go. This mother trusted 
in something greater than her own control.  

What happened next is remarkable. He was returned to her. Moses’ own mother was paid 
by Pharaoh’s own household to nurse her son for the Princess.  

Pharaoh's daughter named him Moses. In Egyptian this name means “to be born;” think 
of Thutmose, which means son of the God Thoth or Father by Thoth.  The M and S 2

together in Egyptian sound like “son” or “boy.” In Hebrew, however, the name sounds like 
“to draw out,” as in to pull out of the water.  It is marvelous to consider that even though 3

Pharaoh commanded the baby boys to be put into the water, God made sure Moses was 
taken out.  

Application 

Are you at the end of yourself in a situation or relationship? Do you have no other means 
to save or control things yourself? Do what seems like the most difficult thing: release it 
into God’s hands. 

 Ibid. 2:10, Took him to Pharaoh’s daughter.2
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