
King Hezekiah  
Day 1  
 
2 Kings 18:1-8  (ESV) 
“In the third year of Hoshea son of Elah, king of Israel, Hezekiah the son of Ahaz, king of 
Judah, began to reign. He was twenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned 
twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Abi the daughter of Zechariah. And he 
did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, according to all that David his father had done. He 
removed the high places and broke the pillars and cut down the Asherah. And he broke in 
pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made, for until those days the people of Israel had 
made offerings to it (it was called Nehushtan). He trusted in the Lord, the God of Israel, so that 
there was none like him among all the kings of Judah after him, nor among those who were 
before him. For he held fast to the Lord. He did not depart from following him, but kept the 
commandments that the Lord commanded Moses. And the Lord was with him; wherever he 
went out, he prospered. He rebelled against the king of Assyria and would not serve him. He 
struck down the Philistines as far as Gaza and its territory, from watchtower to fortified city”.  
 
King Hezekiah, son of wicked King Ahaz, reigned from the age of 25 until the age of 54. At the 
age of 25, I would have no idea how to rule a kingdom, especially after Ahaz, his father, left a 
not so great example. Hezekiah ended up defying the odds and breaking the cycle of bad 
Kings, despite his bad role model. Hezekiah stood his own against the odds and relied on the 
Lord and obeyed His commandments.  
 
When we follow the Lord we can truly experience life. King Hezekiah was one of the few Kings 
who compared favorably with David. Hezekiah reversed what his father Ahaz did: he sought 
independence from Assyrian dominance and refused to pay tribute to the assyrians. The Bible 
project , a great online resource for understanding the Bible, explains God’s requirements for 1

Kings of Judah: worship the Gods of Israel alone, rid Israel of idolatry, and be faithful to the 
covenant. Hezekiah did all this and tried to restore the kingdom of Judah.  
 
The Lord sees everything. The good, the bad, the ugly, the tears, and the happiness. When we 
follow what God has laid on our hearts and our lives, we too, can break the cycle. The cycle of 
choosing the easier path. The cycle of rebelling against good advice or against God’s Word 
and His truth. What we must do is hold fast to what the Lord has commanded. Has there been 
a time when there was a burning in your heart from God that you ignored? It doesn’t sit right or 
feel good. When God gives us a task, we must complete it. It’s not about you in the end, it’s 
about obeying God and your relationship with him.  
 
How can you obey the commands of God today?  

1 https://thebibleproject.com/ 
 

https://thebibleproject.com/


Day 2 (Reading Only) 
 
2 Kings 18:17-37 New International Version (NIV) 

Sennacherib Threatens Jerusalem 

17 The king of Assyria sent his supreme commander, his chief officer and his field 

commander with a large army, from Lachish to King Hezekiah at Jerusalem. They 

came up to Jerusalem and stopped at the aqueduct of the Upper Pool, on the road 

to the Washerman’s Field. 18 They called for the king; and Eliakim son of Hilkiah 

the palace administrator, Shebna the secretary, and Joah son of Asaph the 

recorder went out to them. 

19 The field commander said to them, “Tell Hezekiah: 

“‘This is what the great king, the king of Assyria, says: On what are you basing 

this confidence of yours? 20 You say you have the counsel and the might for 

war—but you speak only empty words. On whom are you depending, that you 

rebel against me? 21 Look, I know you are depending on Egypt, that splintered 

reed of a staff, which pierces the hand of anyone who leans on it! Such is 

Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who depend on him. 22 But if you say to me, “We are 

depending on the Lord our God”—isn’t he the one whose high places and altars 

Hezekiah removed, saying to Judah and Jerusalem, “You must worship before 

this altar in Jerusalem”? 

23 “‘Come now, make a bargain with my master, the king of Assyria: I will give 

you two thousand horses—if you can put riders on them!24 How can you repulse 

one officer of the least of my master’s officials, even though you are depending 

on Egypt for chariots and horsemen[a]?25 Furthermore, have I come to attack and 

destroy this place without word from the Lord? The Lord himself told me to 

march against this country and destroy it.’” 

26 Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah, and Shebna and Joah said to the field commander, 

“Please speak to your servants in Aramaic, since we understand it. Don’t speak to 

us in Hebrew in the hearing of the people on the wall.” 

27 But the commander replied, “Was it only to your master and you that my master 

sent me to say these things, and not to the people sitting on the wall—who, like 

you, will have to eat their own excrement and drink their own urine?” 

28 Then the commander stood and called out in Hebrew, “Hear the word of the 

great king, the king of Assyria! 29 This is what the king says: Do not let Hezekiah 

deceive you. He cannot deliver you from my hand. 30 Do not let Hezekiah persuade 

you to trust in the Lord when he says, ‘The Lord will surely deliver us; this city will 

not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.’ 

31 “Do not listen to Hezekiah. This is what the king of Assyria says: Make peace 

with me and come out to me. Then each of you will eat fruit from your own vine 

and fig tree and drink water from your own cistern,32 until I come and take you to 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=II+Kings+18%3A17-37&version=NIV#fen-NIV-10049a


a land like your own—a land of grain and new wine, a land of bread and vineyards, 

a land of olive trees and honey. Choose life and not death! 

“Do not listen to Hezekiah, for he is misleading you when he says, ‘The Lord will 

deliver us.’ 33 Has the god of any nation ever delivered his land from the hand of 

the king of Assyria? 34 Where are the gods of Hamathand Arpad? Where are the 

gods of Sepharvaim, Hena and Ivvah? Have they rescued Samaria from my hand? 

35 Who of all the gods of these countries has been able to save his land from me? 

How then can the Lord deliver Jerusalem from my hand?” 

36 But the people remained silent and said nothing in reply, because the king had 

commanded, “Do not answer him.” 

37 Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah the palace administrator, Shebna the secretary, and 

Joah son of Asaph the recorder went to Hezekiah, with their clothes torn, and told 

him what the field commander had said. 

 
 
 
 
Day 3 
 
2 Kings 19:1-19 (ESV) 
“As soon as King Hezekiah heard it, he tore his clothes and covered himself with sackcloth and 
went into the house of the Lord. And he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and 
Shebna the secretary, and the senior priests, covered with sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah the 
son of Amoz. They said to him, "Thus says Hezekiah, This day is a day of distress, of rebuke, 
and of disgrace; children have come to the point of birth, and there is no strength to bring them 
forth. It may be that the Lord your God heard all the words of the Rabshakeh, whom his master 
the king of Assyria has sent to mock the living God, and will rebuke the words that the Lord 
your God has heard; therefore lift up your prayer for the remnant that is left." When the 
servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah, Isaiah said to them, "Say to your master, 'Thus says 
the Lord: Do not be afraid because of the words that you have heard, with which the servants 
of the king of Assyria have reviled me. Behold, I will put a spirit in him, so that he shall hear a 
rumor and return to his own land, and I will make him fall by the sword in his own land.'" 
 
The Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria fighting against Libnah, for he heard 
that the king had left Lachish. Now the king heard concerning Tirhakah king of Cush, "Behold, 
he has set out to fight against you." So he sent messengers again to Hezekiah, saying, "Thus 
shall you speak to Hezekiah king of Judah: 'Do not let your God in whom you trust deceive you 
by promising that Jerusalem will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria. Behold, you 
have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands, devoting them to destruction. And 
shall you be delivered? Have the gods of the nations delivered them, the nations that my 
fathers destroyed, Gozan, Haran, Rezeph, and the people of Eden who were in Telassar? 
Where is the king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, the king of the city of Sepharvaim, the king of 
Hena, or the king of Ivvah?'" 



Hezekiah's Prayer 

Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers and read it; and Hezekiah went 
up to the house of the Lord and spread it before the Lord. And Hezekiah prayed before the 
Lord and said: "O Lord, the God of Israel, enthroned above the cherubim, you are the God, you 
alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; you have made heaven and earth. Incline your ear, O 
Lord, and hear; open your eyes, O Lord, and see; and hear the words of Sennacherib, which 
he has sent to mock the living God. Truly, O Lord, the kings of Assyria have laid waste the 
nations and their lands and have cast their gods into the fire, for they were not gods, but the 
work of men's hands, wood and stone. Therefore they were destroyed. So now, O Lord our 
God, save us, please, from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you, O 
Lord, are God alone” 

 

In this passage Hezekiah sheds his clothes and puts on sackcloth, a coarse cloth that is worn 
as a sign of mourning. We see this act occur a few other times in the Bible to express grief. He 
is distressed by the crisis and the way the enemies of God are holding false gods above the 
one true God. This passage also includes one of the first times that prophet Isaiah is 
mentioned, even though he was present through the reigns of Kings Uzziah, Jotham and Ahaz. 
There are people being sent by the King of Assyria to break down the bond between the 
people of Judah and the living God. In verse 19 we read that Hezekiah fears that our Lord’s 
reputation is at risk and pleads to God that we may be found safe. Hezekiah puts his trust in 
God alone. He believes in God’s power and God’s love.  

The reason we don’t trust in God alone during a crisis is because we haven’t trusted Him in our 
everyday lives. Our God is a very jealous God, yet we overlook that daily. We replace him with 
five more minutes of television, excuses of having the newest shoes or having the most 
expensive car. That does not mean that we aren’t supposed to enjoy ourselves with the 
experiences, friendship, and relaxation that our resources allow us to, but we are to thrive in 
the promise that our God is the only God, never ending and always forgiving. 

1 Samuel 12:22 reads, “For the sake of his great name the Lord will not reject his people, 
because the Lord was pleased to make you his own”. You are not a burden to God, you are 
not too dirty to find salvation, and you are never alone. The Bible simply says time and time 
again, you shall serve no other God before me. “Gods” can be people, money, your cellphone, 
the latest Xbox, the newest and biggest boat, a luxury vacation, or even dining out. A god is 
something that gets in the way of focusing your heart on God.  

Are there gods in your life that are taking the place of God? 

This week, how can you shift your focus from your “god” to God? 

 

 

 



Day 4 (Reading Only) 

2 Kings 18:20-21 New International Version (NIV) 

20 You say you have the counsel and the might for war—but you speak only 

empty words. On whom are you depending, that you rebel against me? 21 Look, I 

know you are depending on Egypt, that splintered reed of a staff, which pierces 

the hand of anyone who leans on it! Such is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who 

depend on him. 

 

2 Kings 18:34-37 New International Version (NIV) 

34 Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim, 

Hena and Ivvah? Have they rescued Samaria from my hand? 35 Who of all the gods 

of these countries has been able to save his land from me? How then can the Lord 

deliver Jerusalem from my hand?” 

36 But the people remained silent and said nothing in reply, because the king had 

commanded, “Do not answer him.” 

37 Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah the palace administrator, Shebna the secretary, and 

Joah son of Asaph the recorder went to Hezekiah, with their clothes torn, and told 

him what the field commander had said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 5  

 
1 Peter 5:6-11 (ESV) 
“Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he 
may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. Be sober-minded; 
be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 
devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 
experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. And after you have suffered a little 
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself 
restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the dominion forever and ever. 
Amen.” 
 
What a perfect promise from our God. In the Bible, “humble” means “modest, without an 
excess of pride,” and to allow God to work in our lives we must not allow pride in. Pride is of 
the devil. Self-absorption is of the devil. Worry is of the devil. God asks us to allow Him to 
cover us with strength, with love, and with a mighty warrior mentality. Can you imagine sitting 
in front of a gigantic, saliva dripping, starving, 300 pound, ready to pounce lion? You wouldn’t 
survive, it’s as simple as that. This is what the devil lives off of. Our fears, our insecurities, our 
what-ifs, ours cans and cannots, he will do ANYTHING to get your eyes off our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.  
 
Jesus was tempted, let’s not forget that. He resisted and rested in the promise of a life filled 
with glory. Every day I am tested, feeling as though I’m being watched. I grew up in a 
non-christian household. I didn’t know forgiveness and confrontation were healthy things, and 
even on occasion my morals were compromised.  About five years ago I truly accepted that 
God will not let me carry anything alone. I’ve made choices that I’ve lost friends from, because 
I knew that God was worth the risk. My father died, and I chose to run to God and not run 
away. After that, He lead me right to the man of my dreams, which lead to me moving 
countries, which led to a few more broken friendships and heartache. Everyday I strive and 
intercede for my family back in my hometown to accept a real and thriving relationship with 
God, as I personally know the reward is greater than the risk.  
 
With that being said, Philippians 4:6-7 says, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the 
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.” He knows your anxieties, your desires, and your strongholds. To take hold of 
your life, present them to God, ask for clarity, ask for forgiveness, ask for strength, repent ,and 
know that He is for you, never against you. Everyday brings a fresh new day, full of future and 
choice. These burdens you are carrying, give them to God. He helps fulfill and sustain, 
regardless of what we may think or feel.  
 



Sit down today and allow God to take your worries, your anxieties, and your insecurities; palms 
up. Ask Him for ways to replace those feelings with actions of being filled with direction, 
happiness, and comfort. This may look different for each of us, from sitting alone to spending 
time as a family praying. Whatever it may look like, know that God is longing for this special 
time with you, so make it a priority.   


