
Manasseh 
Day 1 
 
II Chronicles 33:1-10 (CSB) 
Manasseh King of Judah 
33 Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned fifty-five years in 
Jerusalem. 2 He did what was evil in the Lord’s sight, imitating the detestable practices of the 
nations that the Lord had dispossessed before the Israelites. 3 He rebuilt the high places that 
his father Hezekiah had torn down and reestablished the altars for the Baals. He made 
Asherah poles, and he bowed in worship to all the stars in the sky and served them. 4 He built 
altars in the Lord’s temple, where the Lord had said, “Jerusalem is where my name will remain 
forever.” 5 He built altars to all the stars in the sky in both courtyards of the Lord’s temple. 6 He 
passed his sons through the fire in Ben Hinnom Valley. He practiced witchcraft, divination, and 
sorcery, and consulted mediums and spiritists. He did a huge amount of evil in the Lord’s sight, 
angering him. 
7 Manasseh set up a carved image of the idol, which he had made, in God’s temple that God 
had spoken about to David and his son Solomon: “I will establish my name forever in this 
temple and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel. 8 I will never again 
remove the feet of the Israelites from the land where I stationed your ancestors, if only they will 
be careful to do all I have commanded them through Moses—all the law, statutes, and 
judgments.” 9 So Manasseh caused Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to stray so that 
they did worse evil than the nations the Lord had destroyed before the Israelites. 

Manasseh’s Repentance 
10 The Lord spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they didn’t listen. 
 
Day 1 Discussion 

We previously read about Hezekiah, the father of Manasseh, and how he brought the people 
back to God and restored the Temple and observances. Manasseh clearly had a good 
example and role model to follow.  

Oh Manasseh! With the amount of evil and anger, worshipping of other gods, idols, and stars, 
and the ungodly practices he participated in within this passage, I kept getting more and more 
uncomfortable the further I read. Manasseh was a true example of deliberate rebellion, 
perhaps reaching for these other things to create his own identity.  Either way, being a man of 
authority, he caused others to stray as well.  

It reminds me of the movie “The Lion King” when Mufassa tells Simba not to go to the Elephant 
Graveyard because it is beyond the borders of the Pride Land. It was dangerous, and he would 
be unprotected if he crossed into territory that wasn’t theirs.  But Simba plotted to find a way to 
get there anyway, and he took his good friend Nala with him. In other words, he deliberately 
disobeyed his father and caused someone else to stray as well. Simba did not listen to the 
warning given to him and found himself in a lot of trouble. 

Many of us probably have a similar story, either from our childhood or maybe even more 
recently. Deliberate rebellion. We read in verse 10 that the Lord spoke to Manasseh and his 
people, but they didn’t listen. God gave warning, and everyone looked the other way.  How 
stubborn. 



Is there something that you are reaching for or resisting to create your own identity? What 
reason would you have to turn away sound advice? What causes you to be so stubborn? 

 

 

 

 

Day 2 (Reading only) 

Jeremiah 13:1-11 New International Version (NIV) 

A Linen Belt 

13 This is what the Lord said to me: “Go and buy a linen belt and put it around 

your waist, but do not let it touch water.” 2 So I bought a belt, as the Lord 

directed, and put it around my waist. 

3 Then the word of the Lord came to me a second time: 4 “Take the belt you 

bought and are wearing around your waist, and go now to Perath[a]and hide it 

there in a crevice in the rocks.” 5 So I went and hid it at Perath, as the Lord told 

me. 

6 Many days later the Lord said to me, “Go now to Perath and get the belt I told 

you to hide there.” 7 So I went to Perath and dug up the belt and took it from the 

place where I had hidden it, but now it was ruined and completely useless. 

8 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 9 “This is what the Lord says: ‘In the 

same way I will ruin the pride of Judah and the great pride of Jerusalem. 10 These 

wicked people, who refuse to listen to my words, who follow the stubbornness of 

their hearts and go after other gods to serve and worship them, will be like this 

belt—completely useless! 11 For as a belt is bound around the waist, so I bound all 

the people of Israel and all the people of Judah to me,’ declares the Lord, ‘to be 

my people for my renown and praise and honor. But they have not listened.’ 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+13%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-19271a


 

Day 3 
2 Chronicles 33:10-13 (CSB) 
Manasseh’s Repentance 
10 The Lord spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they didn’t listen. 11 So he brought 
against them the military commanders of the king of Assyria. They captured Manasseh with 
hooks, bound him with bronze shackles, and took him to Babylon. 12 When he was in distress, 
he sought the favor of the Lord his God and earnestly humbled himself before the God of his 
ancestors. 13 He prayed to him, and the Lord was receptive to his prayer. He granted his 
request and brought him back to Jerusalem, to his kingdom. So Manasseh came to know that 
the Lord is God. 
 

DAY 3 Discussion 
 
In yesterday’s passage we read that being stubborn and rebellious is good for nothing. Just 
like the loincloth was rotting away and falling apart, so too, will we if we continue down this 
useless path of stubbornness and rebellion. 

In today’s reading we are reminded that Manasseh was the worst of the worst.  But throughout 
it all, God was still there and is here for us now! 

1 Timothy 1:15-16 (CSB) 
15 This saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance: “Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners”—and I am the worst of them. 16 But I received mercy for this reason, so 
that in me, the worst of them, Christ Jesus might demonstrate his extraordinary patience as an 
example to those who would believe in him for eternal life. 

Thankfully, we serve a merciful God, and He will continue to be with us even through the times 
where it seems all hope is lost!  Even when we feel alone, abandoned, and punished, He is 
there, and He is longing for you to reach for Him! 

Just like Manasseh had to humble himself before God and seek His favor, no matter how big 
or small your conviction, pray now for the Lord to hear your prayers of repentance and to have 
mercy on you so that you can be used as an extraordinary example of God’s kindness and 
patience. It is never too late to come to know the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 4 (Reading Only) 

1 John 1:5-10 New International Version (NIV) 

Light and Darkness, Sin and Forgiveness 

5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in 

him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet 

walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the 

light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 

Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all[a] sin. 

8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify 

us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out 

to be a liar and his word is not in us. 

 
 

 Day 5 
2 Chronicles 33:14-20 (CSB) 
14 After this, he built the outer wall of the city of David from west of Gihon in the valley to the 
entrance of the Fish Gate; he brought it around the Ophel, and he heightened it considerably. 
He also placed military commanders in all the fortified cities of Judah. 
15 He removed the foreign gods and the idol from the Lord’s temple, along with all the altars 
that he had built on the mountain of the Lord’s temple and in Jerusalem, and he threw them 
outside the city. 16 He built the altar of the Lord and offered fellowship and thank offerings on 
it. Then he told Judah to serve the Lord, the God of Israel. 17 However, the people still 
sacrificed at the high places, but only to the Lord their God. 

Manasseh’s Death 
18 The rest of the events of Manasseh’s reign, along with his prayer to his God and the words 
of the seers who spoke to him in the name of the Lord, the God of Israel, are written in the 
Events of Israel’s Kings. 19 His prayer and how God was receptive to his prayer, and all his sin 
and unfaithfulness and the sites where he built high places and set up Asherah poles and 
carved images before he humbled himself, they are written in the Events of Hozai. 20 
Manasseh rested with his fathers, and he was buried in his own house. His son Amon became 
king in his place. 
 
 
DAY 5 Discussion  
 
It was scary and uncomfortable to watch Manasseh’s story unfold, but as we kept reading, the 
heaviness lifted, and if was fun to see him transform, rebuild, and grow. He not only rebuilt and 
restored the altar in his position as King, but also grew in his relationship with God.  
 
Ezekiel 13:21 (CSB) 
21 I will also tear off your veils and rescue my people from your hands, so that they will no 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1%3A5-10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30548a


longer be prey in your hands. Then you will know that I am the Lord. 
 
Manasseh’s veil of rebellion was torn off, and he was rescued, as are we. Along with humility 
comes a lot of rebuilding. We may think that it would be easier just to stay as we were than to 
do all the hard work of growth, repair, and transformation, but that isn’t what we are called to. It 
takes effort, some days more than others.  
 
If you’ve been with The Foundry for some time, you have probably heard the phrase “We are 
not called to stay the same, we are called to reflect His image, not our own.” One way to do 
that is to grow in your relationship with Him. Read His Word, spend time with Him in prayer 
and relationship, and share the good news! 
 
Remember, it is not how you start, it is how you finish.  
 


