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Welcome to our 
summer series 

Judah: The Kingdom 
Chronicles 

Maybe you have heard of 
King David, the man after 

God’s own heart. Perhaps you 
have even heard of 

King Solomon, the wisest 
(and richest) king who ever 

ruled. 
However, chances are most 
of us don’t know a lot about 
the kings who came after 

David and Solomon. 
This summer we are going 

to take a closer look at some 
of the lesser known actors in 
this story. After all, these 
accounts were recorded in 
Scripture for us, and we 

know that 
“All Scripture is 

God-breathed and is useful 
for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in 
righteousness” 

(2 Timothy 3:16).
Together, we will study 

these kings (and one 
wicked queen) and see how 
God’s Word is living and 

active. It is still speaking 
into our lives today!



Week 4 
Jehoshaphat

Day 1

Like father like son?
When you read this account of King Jehoshaphat 

were you as impressed as I was? 
What a “get it done” kind of guy he was. He not 
only strengthened the national security in his 
country by fortifying the cities and adding 

additional troops, but he was also a man of God 
and did much to lead and instruct his people in 

the ways of God. 
The Scripture mentions that Jehoshaphat 
“followed the ways of his father David.” 

David was the ultimate king of Israel. A good 
man following in the footsteps of a father that 

led him in the right direction would make 
perfect sense. That is supposed to be how it 

works, or so it would seem. David was 
considered “father” of the kings of Israel and 

Judah; 
however, you also see in the Scripture the 
reference to Asa. Asa was Jehoshaphat’s 

biological father, and he was a far different 
man than King David (read chapter 16).

 
READ 

II Chronicles 17:1-13



We can come from godly parents who did 
everything right to lead us to the Lord, 

or we can come from parents who neither 
called on the Lord (prayed) or taught us 
to do so. Neither determines our spiritual 
future. It comes down to us and how much 
we are willing to put into it. We have no 
guarantees of spiritual excellence because 
our parents were saints, nor are we not 

destined to be spiritual babes because our 
parents didn’t seek Him. Like Jehoshaphat, 

we have been adopted by the Ultimate 
King. Isn’t that awesome?

Day 2 (Reading only)

II Chronicles 18

Day 1 (continued)



We have been learning a lot from kind King 
Jehoshaphat. As you read in yesterday’s 
devotional, Jehoshaphat wasn’t without 

mistakes. Though I believe his intentions were 
good, the consequences of his mistakes were large. 
In chapter 17 Jehoshaphat enters into a military 
alliance with the evil King Ahab, going against 
all the warnings from the Lord. The results are 
disastrous, and God is not pleased. The threat of 
approaching armies that are far too powerful for 

Jehoshaphat to defeat forces him to cry out to 
God. Read his prayer again in verses 6 – 12.  

Jehoshaphat did not hold back. He let God know 
that he knew he and his people would perish if 

God did not intervene. In the end, his words were, 
“we do not know what to do but our eyes are on 

you.” What a statement of faith! 

When you find yourself in a difficult situation, 
do you dig your heels in and try harder? Do you 
throw up your hands in fear or confusion? Or do 

you cry out to God? 

He wants you to know that He is enough even 
when you are not.

He is waiting to hear you cry out to Him from 
your heart. He has arms big enough to handle 

anything you are dealing with. He wants you to 
know that He is enough, even when you are not. 
But He won’t force you to depend on Him. Like 
Jehoshaphat, if you are determined to go your 
own way, He will let you go. But when you cry 
out to God, letting Him know that you are not 
able to handle the consequences, He is faithful, 

even when we are not. 
(Tomorrow’s reading reveals all that happened as 

a result of Jehoshaphat’s appeal.)

Day 3 
READ 

II Chronicles 20:1-12



Day 4 (Reading only)

II Chronicles 20:13-21
 

READ 
II Chronicles 20:22-30

The scene from today’s reading is hard to 
imagine. First of all, unless you are someone who 

has served in the military, it’s difficult to 
imagine that kind of violence and bloodshed. All 
that aside, were you blown away by the way 
God fought for Jehoshaphat and the people of 
Judah? They only stood and watched, yet the 
enemy was completely destroyed before their 

eyes. 

They had seen God’s deliverance before. They 
had heard the stories of deliverance past down 
through generations, but this time the charge 

was to them. They were the ones needing 
deliverance and asking for it. 

I came away from these stories of Jehoshaphat’s 
reign asking myself some searching questions. 

I encourage you to ask them too:
• When faced with a difficult, seemingly 

impossible situation, would you have the faith to 
stand and watch for the Lord to fight for you?

• Would you cry out to Him first, and then do 
what He directed you to do, or would you 

handle it first, and then ask Him to bless what 
you have done?

Day 5



Day 5 (continued)

• 
• Can you praise God even in the middle of your 

struggle? Before the diagnosis? Before the 
• rescue? Before the answer to your prayer? 

Even when the answer is different than you 
had hoped?

• 
• Read verses 27 & 28 again. When you receive 

rescue or deliverance from God, are you filled 
with joy and thanksgiving, or do you rush 

on to the next thing, scarcely thinking about 
where your help came from?

Your “enemy” may not be an approaching 
army, and God may not deliver you quite 
the way He delivered Jehoshaphat, but 

He still wants you to rely on Him, praise 
Him, be filled with joy when delivered, 

and thank Him. 




