
Week 6, Day 1 
 
2 Kings 11:21-12:16 
 
21 Joash was seven years old when he began to reign. 
 
12 In the seventh year of Jehu, Joash became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem forty years. His 
mother’s name was Zibiah; she was from Beersheba. 2 Joash did what was right in the eyes of the Lord 
all the years Jehoiada the priest instructed him. 3 The high places, however, were not removed; the 
people continued to offer sacrifices and burn incense there. 

4 Joash said to the priests, “Collect all the money that is brought as sacred offerings to the temple of 
the Lord—the money collected in the census, the money received from personal vows and the money 
brought voluntarily to the temple. 5 Let every priest receive the money from one of the treasurers, then 
use it to repair whatever damage is found in the temple.” 

6 But by the twenty-third year of King Joash the priests still had not repaired the temple.7 Therefore 
King Joash summoned Jehoiada the priest and the other priests and asked them, “Why aren’t you 
repairing the damage done to the temple? Take no more money from your treasurers, but hand it over 
for repairing the temple.” 8 The priests agreed that they would not collect any more money from the 
people and that they would not repair the temple themselves. 

9 Jehoiada the priest took a chest and bored a hole in its lid. He placed it beside the altar, on the right 
side as one enters the temple of the Lord. The priests who guarded the entrance put into the chest all 
the money that was brought to the temple of the Lord. 10 Whenever they saw that there was a large 
amount of money in the chest, the royal secretary and the high priest came, counted the money that 
had been brought into the temple of the Lord and put it into bags.11 When the amount had been 
determined, they gave the money to the men appointed to supervise the work on the temple. With it 
they paid those who worked on the temple of the Lord—the carpenters and builders, 12 the masons 
and stonecutters. They purchased timber and blocks of dressed stone for the repair of the temple of the 
Lord, and met all the other expenses of restoring the temple. 

13 The money brought into the temple was not spent for making silver basins, wick trimmers, sprinkling 
bowls, trumpets or any other articles of gold or silver for the temple of the Lord; 14 it was paid to the 
workers, who used it to repair the temple. 15 They did not require an accounting from those to whom 
they gave the money to pay the workers, because they acted with complete honesty. 16 The money 
from the guilt offerings and sin offerings was not brought into the temple of the Lord; it belonged to the 
priests. 
 

 
I will never forget a letter we received from my brother while he was at camp. It didn’t take much to read 
between the lines to see what he was really saying. The letter said: 

I kinda like camp. 
It’s a little fun. 

My counsellor is sorta nice. 
 

Needless to say, he was homesick and chose not to go to camp the following year. The beginning of 
our passage about Joash has a couple sentences like this. “Joash did right in the eyes of the Lord […]” 
At first we read this thinking, “Great! Finally another good king!” And then we read the rest of the 
sentence: “all the years Jehoiada the priest instructed him.” Not all the years of his life, just all the years 



the priest instructed him. The next sentence is equally disappointing: “The high places, however, were 
not removed.” There is an “ish” quality to this account. He was good”ish.” 
 
Compare that to what is said at the end of the passage about the people appointed to supervise the 
work on the temple: “They did not require an accounting from those to whom they gave the money to 
pay the workers, because they acted with complete honesty” (v. 15). The word we have translated to 
“complete honesty” is a Hebrew word meaning steadfast, faithful, true, and honest fidelity. Both King 
Joash and these temple supervisors were given a job to do. They weren’t the same kind of job, one 
definitely had more prestige, but that doesn’t matter. One person handled their position with complete 
faithfulness. The other was faithful”ish.”  
 
What task has God given you? Are you a student? Are you a teacher, a mother, a father, an owner, an 
employee? What is your attitude toward it? 
 
What about your faith? God has given you gifts to reach others for Jesus. Do you use those completely, 
or are you faithful”ish?” We cannot serve God and ourselves. We cannot serve God and other gods. 
We cannot serve God and money. Our relationship with Him must involve our whole heart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 6, Day 4 Read Ephesians 2:19-22 & Ephesians 4:11-16 
Ephesians 2:19-22 New International Version (NIV) 

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and 
also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ 
Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to 
become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling 
in which God lives by his Spirit. 

 

Ephesians 4:11-16 New International Version (NIV) 

11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to 
equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach 
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ. 

14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves,and blown here and there by 
every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 
Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who 
is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting 
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 



 

Week 6, Day 3 
 
2 Chronicles 24:15-22 
 
15 Now Jehoiada was old and full of years, and he died at the age of a hundred and thirty. 16 He was 
buried with the kings in the City of David, because of the good he had done in Israel for God and his 
temple. 

The Wickedness of Joash 

17 After the death of Jehoiada, the officials of Judah came and paid homage to the king, and he 
listened to them. 18 They abandoned the temple of the Lord, the God of their ancestors, and worshiped 
Asherah poles and idols. Because of their guilt, God’s anger came on Judah and Jerusalem. 19 
Although the Lord sent prophets to the people to bring them back to him, and though they testified 
against them, they would not listen. 

20 Then the Spirit of God came on Zechariah son of Jehoiada the priest. He stood before the people 
and said, “This is what God says: ‘Why do you disobey the Lord’s commands? You will not prosper. 
Because you have forsaken the Lord, he has forsaken you.’” 

21 But they plotted against him, and by order of the king they stoned him to death in the courtyard of 
the Lord’s temple. 22 King Joash did not remember the kindness Zechariah’s father Jehoiada had 
shown him but killed his son, who said as he lay dying, “May the Lord see this and call you to account.” 

 
Joash had been a baby prince whose father had died and whose life was in danger from his own 
power-hungry grandma. Rescued by his aunt and a priest, he was raised in the temple under the 
guidance and love of Jehoiada. While Jehoiada lived, Joash was amazing. He was a good king who 
corrected a lot of the wrongs made before him. The book of Kings tells us he did what was right in the 
eyes of the Lord. So how did we get to verse 22? We must recognize that the prophet who lay dying at 
the hands of Joash would have been raised in the same home with him. They would have been like 
brothers. It was Zechariah's father who had rescued and raised Joash.  
 
Sometimes it appears that people change overnight, but that is not really the case. Look at what 
happened after Jehoiada died. After the priest was buried, some officials came to pay homage to the 
King, and he listened to them. Hommage is reverence, even worship. In today’s terms we might say 
that now that Jehoiada was gone, some important people took the chance to make some changes they 
wanted. They went to visit the King, flatter him, and get him to listen to their complaints. It worked. 
Joash undid all the good that Jehoiada had done. He allowed the temple to be abandoned and idol 
worship to resume.  
 
Be careful when the enemy appeals to your ego in order to get you to abandon what God has taught 
you. Learn to discern the difference between encouragement and flattery. Words of affirmation that 
remind us we are loved and valued by God, or help us find the strength to go on serving Him are 
wonderful. Words that fan our selfish ambition and vain conceit are seeking to take our eyes off of Him.  



Week 6, Day 4 Read 2 John 
 
2 John New International Version (NIV) 

1 The elder, 

To the lady chosen by God and to her children, whom I love in the truth—and not I only, but also all 
who know the truth— 2 because of the truth, which lives in us and will be with us forever: 

3 Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ,the Father’s Son, will be with us 
in truth and love. 

4 It has given me great joy to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as the Father 
commanded us. 5 And now, dear lady, I am not writing you a new command but one we have had from 
the beginning. I ask that we love one another. 6 And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his 
commands. As you have heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk in love. 

7 I say this because many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, 
have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist. 8 Watch out that you 
do not lose what we[a] have worked for, but that you may be rewarded fully.9 Anyone who runs ahead 
and does not continue in the teaching of Christdoes not have God; whoever continues in the teaching 
has both the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not 
take them into your house or welcome them. 11 Anyone who welcomes them shares in their wicked 
work. 

12 I have much to write to you, but I do not want to use paper and ink. Instead, I hope to visit you and 
talk with you face to face, so that our joy may be complete. 

13 The children of your sister, who is chosen by God, send their greetings. 

 
 
Week 6, Day 5 
 
2 Chronicles 24:23-27 
 
23 At the turn of the year, the army of Aram marched against Joash; it invaded Judah and 

Jerusalem and killed all the leaders of the people. They sent all the plunder to their king in 

Damascus. 24 Although the Aramean army had come with only a few men, the Lord 

delivered into their hands a much larger army. Because Judah had forsaken the Lord, the 

God of their ancestors, judgment was executed on Joash. 25 When the Arameans 

withdrew, they left Joash severely wounded. His officials conspired against him for 

murdering the son of Jehoiada the priest, and they killed him in his bed. So he died and 

was buried in the City of David, but not in the tombs of the kings. 

26 Those who conspired against him were Zabad, son of Shimeath an Ammonite woman, 

and Jehozabad, son of Shimrith, a Moabite woman. 27 The account of his sons, the many 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20John+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30654a


prophecies about him, and the record of the restoration of the temple of God are written 

in the annotations on the book of the kings. And Amaziah his son succeeded him as king. 

 

So often in the Scripture we read stories of God delivering His people, even though the force against 
them was much larger than they. Here, we read the opposite. Although Joash had a greater number of 
stronger troops, he was defeated by a small group of men. God did not fight for Judah this time, but 
rather He fought against them as punishment for their unfaithfulness. Then, when Joash was wounded, 
his own people took his life.  
 
The story of Joash is one of the saddest of all the kings. It has haunted me since the first time I read it 
because it begs serious questions.  
 
Do I love the Lord and seek a relationship with Him, or am I simply living under the rules of a parent, 
pastor, or spouse in order to comply with them? If the latter is true, it will not last. Josh McDowell, an 
evangelist and author who has extensively researched the family, has often said, “Rules without 
relationships lead to rebellion.” We might think of a teenager when we hear that quote, but I have seen 
people past midlife throw all their faith away when the patriarch or matriarch of the family dies. Josh 
McDowell was speaking of parenting, but it is true of our faith as well. Simply following religious rules 
with no relationship with God will lead to rebellion.  
 
Lord, help me to seek You, not someone else's expectations. Please let my children (friends, people I 
lead, etc,) grow to know You themselves, not my version of You. Help me not to get in the way of their 
relationship with You by creating religious rules of my own.  
 
 
 


