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Welcome to our 
summer series 

Judah: The Kingdom Chronicles 
Maybe you have heard of King David, the man 
after God’s own heart. Perhaps you have even 

heard of King Solomon, the wisest (and richest) 
king who ever ruled. 

However, chances are most of us don’t know a 
lot about the kings who came after 

David and Solomon. 
This summer we are going to take a closer 

look at some of the lesser known actors in this 
story. After all, these accounts were recorded 

in Scripture for us, and we know that 
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).
Together, we will study these kings 
(and one wicked queen) and see how 

God’s Word is living and active. 
It is still speaking into our lives today!



Week 6 
Joash

Day 1

I will never forget a letter we received from my 
brother while he was at camp. It didn’t take 
much to read between the lines to see what he 

was really saying. The letter said:
‘I kinda like camp.

It’s a little fun.
My counsellor is sorta nice.’

Needless to say, he was homesick and chose not 
to go to camp the following year. The beginning 

of our passage about Joash has a couple 
sentences like this. “Joash did right in the eyes 
of the Lord […]” At first we read this thinking, 
“Great! Finally another good king!” And then we 

read the rest of the sentence: “all the years 
Jehoiada the priest instructed him.” Not all the 
years of his life, just all the years the priest 
instructed him. The next sentence is equally 

disappointing: “The high places, however, were 
not removed.” There is an “ish” quality to this 

account. He was good”ish.”

Compare that to what is said at the end of the 
passage about the people appointed to supervise 
the work on the temple: “They did not require 

an accounting from those to whom they gave the 
money to pay the workers, because they 

acted with complete honesty” (v. 15).

 
READ 

II Kings 11:21-12:16



The word we have translated to 
“complete honesty” is a Hebrew word meaning 
steadfast, faithful, true, and honest fidelity. 
Both King Joash and these temple supervisors 
were given a job to do. They weren’t the same 

kind of job, one definitely had more prestige, but 
that doesn’t matter. One person handled their 
position with complete faithfulness. The other 

was faithful”ish.” 

What task has God given you? Are you a 
student? Are you a teacher, a mother, a 
father, an owner, an employee? What is 

your attitude toward it?
What about your faith? God has given you 

gifts to reach others for Jesus. 
Do you use those completely, or are you 

faithful”ish?” 
We cannot serve God and ourselves. 
We cannot serve God and other gods. 

We cannot serve God and money. 
Our relationship with Him must involve 

our whole heart.

Day 2 (Reading only)

Ephesians 2:19-22
Ephesians 4:11-16

Day 1 (continued)



Joash had been a baby prince whose father had 
died and whose life was in danger from his own 
power-hungry grandma. Rescued by his aunt and 
a priest, he was raised in the temple under the 
guidance and love of Jehoiada. While Jehoiada 
lived, Joash was amazing. He was a good king 
who corrected a lot of the wrongs made before 

him. The book of Kings tells us he did what was 
right in the eyes of the Lord. So how did we get 
to verse 22? We must recognize that the prophet 
who lay dying at the hands of Joash would have 

been raised in the same home with him. They 
would have been like brothers. It was Zechariah’s 

father who had rescued and raised Joash. 

Sometimes it appears that people change 
overnight, but that is not really the case. Look 
at what happened after Jehoiada died. After the 
priest was buried, some officials came to pay 
homage to the King, and he listened to them. 

Hommage is reverence, even worship. In today’s 
terms we might say that now that Jehoiada was 
gone, some important people took the chance to 
make some changes they wanted. They went to 

visit the King, flatter him, and get him to listen 
to their complaints. It worked. Joash undid all 

the good that Jehoiada had done. 
He allowed the temple to be abandoned and idol 

worship to resume. 

Day 3 
READ 

II Chronicles 24:16-22



Day 4 (Reading only)

2 John

Be careful when the enemy appeals to 
your ego in order to get you to abandon 

what God has taught you. Learn to 
discern the difference between 

encouragement and flattery. Words of 
affirmation that remind us we are loved 
and valued by God, or help us find the 

strength to go on serving Him are 
wonderful. Words that fan our selfish 

ambition and vain conceit are seeking to 
take our eyes off of Him. 

Day 3 (continued)



 
READ 

II Chronicles 24:23-27
Day 5
So often in the Scripture we read stories of God 

delivering His people, even though the force 
against them was much larger than they. Here, 

we read the opposite. Although Joash had a 
greater number of stronger troops, he was 

defeated by a small group of men. God did not 
fight for Judah this time, but rather He fought 

against them as punishment for their 
unfaithfulness. Then, when Joash was wounded, 

his own people took his life. 

The story of Joash is one of the saddest of all the 
kings. It has haunted me since the first time I 

read it because it begs serious questions. 

Do I love the Lord and seek a relationship with 
Him, or am I simply living under the rules of a 

parent, pastor, or spouse in order to comply with 
them? If the latter is true, it will not last. Josh 

McDowell, an evangelist and author who has 
extensively researched the family, has often said, 
“Rules without relationships lead to rebellion.” 

We might think of a teenager when we hear that 
quote, but I have seen people past midlife throw 

all their faith away when the patriarch or 
matriarch of the family dies. Josh McDowell was 
speaking of parenting, but it is true of our faith 
as well. Simply following religious rules with no 

relationship with God will lead to rebellion. 

Lord, help me to seek You, not someone 
else’s expectations. Please let my children 
(friends, people I lead, etc,) grow to know 

You themselves, not my version of You. 
Help me not to get in the way of their 

relationship with You by creating 
religious rules of my own. 




