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Welcome to our 
summer series 

Judah: The Kingdom 
Chronicles 

Maybe you have heard of 
King David, the man after 

God’s own heart. Perhaps you 
have even heard of 

King Solomon, the wisest 
(and richest) king who ever 

ruled. 
However, chances are most 
of us don’t know a lot about 
the kings who came after 

David and Solomon. 
This summer we are going 

to take a closer look at some 
of the lesser known actors in 
this story. After all, these 
accounts were recorded in 
Scripture for us, and we 

know that 
“All Scripture is 

God-breathed and is useful 
for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in 
righteousness” (2 Timothy 

3:16).
Together, we will study 

these kings (and one 
wicked queen) and see how 
God’s Word is living and 

active. It is still speaking 
into our lives today!



Week 8 
Uzziah & 
Jotham
Day 1
Some people are impressive. You know whom I’m 

describing. It’s that guy who is an engineer, 
plays the guitar beautifully, and wins marathons 
on the weekend. Oh, he also coaches a winning 
football team, raised an unheard of amount for 

Habitat for Humanity, and has an amazing 
vegetable garden. This is Uzziah. Taking the 
throne at only sixteen, he could have been a 

disaster. Instead, he expanded and fortified the 
land. He took back an important seaport that 

was lost in wicked Jehoram’s reign. He took care 
of Jerusalem and the rural villages. He 

understood farming and enriched the country. He 
also saw to it that his army was well organized 

and provided for, whereas previously soldiers 
often had to find, make, or borrow their own 

gear. Uzziah elevated the whole nation of 
Judah. It had been a while since Judah had such 
a leader. He continued the practices his father 

put in place, and served the Lord. The 
Chronicler makes it clear that God was helping 

Uzziah. That should not be a surprise. God 
promised that if His Kings and people were 

faithful to Him, He would bless and protect them. 

 
READ 

II Chronicles 26:1-15



Look once again at the last verse: “His 
fame spread far and wide, for he was 

greatly helped […].”

Has God blessed you? Has He given you 
abilities, opportunities, and gifts? Make 
sure you recognize that every good and 

perfect gift comes from the Father. Thank 
God for how you have been greatly helped. 

Day 2 (Reading only)

Deuteronomy 8:10-18

Day 1 (continued)

 
READ 

II Chronicles 26:16-23
Day 3

Think of your favorite three foods. Now write 
them down in order.

Okay, now imagine I tell you that under no 
circumstances are you to eat the second food you 
wrote down for at least three months. Which of 

the three foods sounds best right now?
Psychological reactance, which refers to a 

person’s behavior when they think their freedom 
is threatened, can make “forbidden fruit” seem 
more appealing. The whole concept of forbidden 
fruit comes from the story of Adam and Eve in 

Genesis.



If it’s such a natural reaction though, then what 
is the problem with it? The story of Adam and 
Eve gives us some insight into this. Just like 

Uzziah’s behavior, it has to do with pride. Pride 
tells us we know better than God. Pride hates 
restrictions, and our nature rises up against 

anything that says we can’t have 
something. I think there is a remedy. 

The remedy is trust. 

Imagine you are at the home of someone you 
trust. On their table are the three foods you l
isted earlier. However, as you go to eat, that 
friend warns you not to eat the second food 

because they just realized it was made with a 
contaminated ingredient. You are sure to get 
E. coli if you go near it. Even though it is 

forbidden fruit, your trust in your friend will 
fight your natural urge to take what you want. 

Uzziah misplaced his trust. Forgetting that God 
had helped him greatly and blessed him with 

success, he began to trust in himself because of 
his accomplishments. Once he became the highest 
authority in his life, who was God or a priest to 
tell him he couldn’t burn incense in the Temple? 

He would do what he wanted. 
Nothing would be off limits to him. 

What about you? Do you trust God when 
He says no? Or are you angry and defiant 
because you know what is best for you, 
better than He does? Examine your heart 

today and see if you are the highest 
authority in your life, or if God is. 

Day 3 (continued)



Day 4 (Reading only)

II Chronicles 27:1-9

 
READ 

Psalm 119:57-64
Day 5
Yesterday you read about Uzziah’s son Jotham. 
He is the rare King in this lineup with a clean 

record. Jotham can be summed up in 2 Chronicles 
27:2: “He did what was right in the eyes of the 
Lord, just as his father Uzziah had done, but 
unlike him he did not enter the temple of the 

Lord.”

Somehow, Jotham did what all of us aspire to do 
and hope our children will do: he repeated all the 
good of his father, while not repeating his sins. 

Jotham’s heart was set on the Lord.

Psalm 119 is the longest of all the Psalms. It is 
a poem called an acrostic, in which each stanza 

starts with a different letter. Today, we are 
looking at a small portion that summarizes a 
heart like Jotham’s. We can look at it through 

the lens of our modern-day lives.

Psalm 119:57-64 (NIV)
57 You are my portion, Lord; I have promised to 

obey your words. 
Lord, you know what I need, I will obey you 

because I trust you.
58 I have sought your face with all my heart; be 

gracious to me according to your promise.
  God, you know I look to you first, 
before anything else. I believe you will take care 

of me like you said. 



Day 5 (continued)
59 I have considered my ways and have turned my 

steps to your statutes.
  I will think before I act, and make 

sure I am walking according to your will.
60 I will hasten and not delay to obey your 

commands.
  I will obey you courageously.

61 Though the wicked bind me with ropes, I will 
not forget your law.

  Even when it seems like things aren’t 
going well, I will trust you and will continue to 
follow your ways, instead of trying to do things 

myself.
62 At midnight I rise to give you thanks for your 

righteous laws.
  You are always on my mind. I give 
thanks at night, rather than toss and turn and 

worry.
63 I am a friend to all who fear you, to all who 

follow your precepts.
  I will support those who follow you 

and will help them.
64 The earth is filled with your love, Lord; teach 

me your decrees.
  Evidence of you is everywhere! You are 
the God who made all things. You set everything 
in order. You take care of us. Help me follow you, 

God, the only one worth following. 




