
Ahaz 
Day 1 
 
2 Kings 16:1-4 
 
2 Kings 16:1-4 New International Version (NIV) 

Ahaz King of Judah 

16 In the seventeenth year of Pekah son of Remaliah, Ahaz son of Jotham king of Judah 

began to reign.2 Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he reigned in 

Jerusalem sixteen years. Unlike David his father, he did not do what was right in the eyes of 

the Lord his God. 3 He followed the ways of the kings of Israel and even sacrificed his son in 

the fire, engaging in the detestable practices of the nations the Lord had driven out before the 

Israelites. 4 He offered sacrifices and burned incense at the high places, on the hilltops and 

under every spreading tree. 

 
When we are young, we feel that the older generations don’t have the understanding we have, that they 
are stuck in the dark. We are determined never to commit the sins of the past. When we are old, we 
feel that the new generations are naive at best, and at worst, have surpassed any sin or corruption we 
participated in. The thing is, as King Solomon put is, “there is nothing new under the sun.” Movements, 
passions, and fads take different forms, but the spirit behind sin does not change. It is fueled by the 
enemy of God.  
 
Look at Ahaz. He treated wickedly what God loved. He ruined what God wanted protected. In those 
days, the Jewish faith was the only faith that regarded children as valuable. God forbid His people from 
taking part in the horrid practices of the nations around them who sacrificed children. God also 
established worship that was pure and recognized Him as holy. Ahaz encouraged his people to worship 
false gods through evil practices and rituals. The spreading trees were seen as signs of fertility, and the 
“worship” that went on near them was pagan and immoral.  
 
The enemy of God has not changed. He still desires the destruction of life, and the devaluing of 
children. The enemy still seeks to lure people away from the worship of God, to the carnal worship of 
sex, lust and our own bodies. Don’t be deceived. Let the Spirit of God shine a light in your heart and 
ask Him, Have I allowed something You hate to enter into my life, my family, or my worldview, just 
because Satan has disguised it as something culturally acceptable? 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 2 (Reading only 
) 
2 Kings 16:5-18 New International Version (NIV) 

5 Then Rezin king of Aram and Pekah son of Remaliah king of Israel marched up to fight 

against Jerusalem and besieged Ahaz, but they could not overpower him. 6 At that time, 

Rezin king of Aram recovered Elath for Aram by driving out the people of Judah. Edomites 

then moved into Elath and have lived there to this day. 

7 Ahaz sent messengers to say to Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria, “I am your servant and 

vassal. Come up and save me out of the hand of the king of Aram and of the king of 

Israel, who are attacking me.” 8 And Ahaz took the silver and gold found in the temple of 

the Lord and in the treasuries of the royal palace and sent it as a gift to the king of 

Assyria.9 The king of Assyria complied by attacking Damascus and capturing it. He 

deported its inhabitants to Kir and put Rezin to death. 

10 Then King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria. He saw an 

altar in Damascus and sent to Uriah the priest a sketch of the altar, with detailed plans for 

its construction. 11 So Uriah the priest built an altar in accordance with all the plans that 

King Ahaz had sent from Damascus and finished it before King Ahaz returned.12 When the 

king came back from Damascus and saw the altar, he approached it and presented 

offerings on it. 13 He offered up his burnt offering and grain offering, poured out his drink 

offering, and splashed the blood of his fellowship offerings against the altar. 14 As for the 

bronze altar that stood before the Lord, he brought it from the front of the temple—from 

between the new altar and the temple of the Lord—and put it on the north side of the new 

altar. 

15 King Ahaz then gave these orders to Uriah the priest: “On the large new altar, offer the 

morning burnt offering and the evening grain offering, the king’s burnt offering and his 

grain offering, and the burnt offering of all the people of the land, and their grain offering 

and their drink offering. Splash against this altar the blood of all the burnt offerings and 

sacrifices. But I will use the bronze altar for seeking guidance.” 16 And Uriah the priest did 

just as King Ahaz had ordered. 

17 King Ahaz cut off the side panels and removed the basins from the movable stands. He 

removed the Sea from the bronze bulls that supported it and set it on a stone base. 18 He 

took away the Sabbath canopy[b] that had been built at the temple and removed the 

royal entryway outside the temple of the Lord, in deference to the king of Assyria. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=II+Kings+16%3A5-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-9982b


Day 3 
 
Isaiah 7:1-14 International Children’s Bible (ICB) 

Trouble with Aram 

7 Now Ahaz was the son of Jotham, who was the son of Uzziah. When Ahaz was king of Judah, Rezin 
and Pekah went up to Jerusalem to fight against it. Rezin was king of Aram. And Pekah son of 
Remaliah was king of Israel. But they were not able to defeat the city. 

2 A message was told to Ahaz king of Judah. It said, “The armies of Aram and Israel have joined 
together.” 

When Ahaz heard this, he and the people became very frightened. They shook with fear like trees of 
the forest blown by the wind. 

3 Then the Lord told Isaiah, “You and your son Shear-Jashub should go out and talk to Ahaz. Go to the 
place where the water flows into the upper pool. This is on the road to the Washerman’s Field. 4 Tell 
Ahaz, ‘Be careful. Be calm, and don’t be afraid. Don’t let those two men, Rezin and Remaliah’s son 
Pekah, scare you. Don’t be afraid of their anger and Aram’s anger. Those two men are as weak as two 
barely burning sticks that are ready to go out. 5 They have made plans against you. They said, 6 “Let’s 
fight against Judah and tear it apart. We will divide Judah for ourselves. We will make the son of Tabeel 
the new king of Judah.” 7 But I, the Lord God, say, 

Their plan will not succeed. 

    It will not happen. 

8 That is because Aram is led by the city of Damascus. 

    And Damascus is led by its weak king, Rezin. 

Within 65 years Israel will no longer be a nation. 

9 Israel is led by the city of Samaria, 

    and Samaria is led by its weak king, the son of Remaliah. 

If your faith is not strong, 

    then you will not have strength to last.’” 

Immanuel—God Is with Us 

10 Then the Lord spoke to Ahaz again. 11 The Lord said, “Ask for a sign to prove to yourself that these 
things are true. It may be a sign from as deep as the place where the dead are or as high as the 
heavens.” 

12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask for a sign. I will not test the Lord.” 

13 Then Isaiah said, “Ahaz, descendant of David, listen very carefully! Isn’t it bad enough that you wear 
out the patience of people? Do you have to wear out the patience of my God also? 14 But the Lord 
himself will give you a sign: The virgin  will be pregnant. She will have a son, and she will name him 
Immanuel. 



 

Yesterday, you read about what Ahaz did to pull Judah away from the Lord.The people of Judah 
followed their leader wholeheartedly, embracing the evil practices, and rejecting God. In the middle of 
this downward spiral, God is still reaching for His people, still asking Ahaz to trust Him and offering 
comfort. Ahaz rejects God, and pretends to sound pious. It is at this moment, when Ahaz and Judah 
deserve God’s wrath, that we hear of the undeserved kindness of the promise of Jesus. 
 
When I was twenty my new husband and I were living aboard the Mercy Ship. We were about to set 
sail from Victoria, Canada to Alaska, with the goal of eventually making our way to Korea, when I 
started having sharp pains in my stomach. By the end of the day, I was in the hospital waiting for an 
appendectomy. The only problem was, my home, the ship, was scheduled to set sail. I was to be left in 
Canada, in a hospital, with a missionary’s budget. Out of the blue, my husband and I encountered 
undeserved and unexpected kindness. My surgeon heard of our situation and had us come stay in his 
home until I recovered. His wife treated us with gracious hospitality like we were their own children, and 
even gave us a car to use while we were there. Our hospital bill was forgiven.  
 
Undeserved kindness is but one of our God’s beautiful trademarks. In the midst of Judah’s rebellion, 
Ahaz’s corruption, and humanity’s brokenness, God promised his Son. His name would be Immanuel, 
God with Us. He would be sacrificed to pay for our wickedness.  
Praise God for undeserved kindness.  
 
 
 
Day 4 (Reading only) 
 
Romans 5:1-11 New International Version (NIV) 

Peace and Hope 

5 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we[a] have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this 

grace in which we now stand. And we[b]boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only 

so, but we[c] also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 

perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put 

us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy 

Spirit, who has been given to us. 

6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the 

ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person 

someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from 

God’s wrath through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to 

him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be 

saved through his life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28049a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28050b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28051c


Day 5 
 
2 Chronicles 28:22-27 
 
22 In his time of trouble King Ahaz became even more unfaithful to the Lord. 23 He 

offered sacrifices to the gods of Damascus, who had defeated him; for he thought, 

“Since the gods of the kings of Aram have helped them, I will sacrifice to them so 

they will help me.” But they were his downfall and the downfall of all Israel. 

24 Ahaz gathered together the furnishings from the temple of God and cut them in 

pieces. He shut the doors of the Lord’s temple and set up altars at every street 

corner in Jerusalem. 25 In every town in Judah he built high places to burn 

sacrifices to other gods and aroused the anger of the Lord, the God of his 

ancestors. 

26 The other events of his reign and all his ways, from beginning to end, are 

written in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel. 27 Ahaz rested with his 

ancestors and was buried in the city of Jerusalem, but he was not placed in the 

tombs of the kings of Israel. And Hezekiah his son succeeded him as king. 

I have a fear that some people I love think is irrational. It is the phobia of small critters. At the top of the 
list are otters, followed by woodchucks and beavers. I nearly escaped a vicious attack (at least in my 
mind) from the second beast the other day . My fear doesn’t make a list of the most common phobias, 
but some of yours may: public speaking, spiders, the dark, heights, bridges, and even some new ones, 
such as Nomophobia, the fear of being away from your cell phone. The problem with fearing the wrong 
things is that they are often irrational and cause us to act foolishly and miss out on life.  

Numerous times in the Bible we read that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom.  I think it can 
be looked at from another angle as well. To fear anything else is the beginning of foolishness. Now, I’m 
not really talking about otters or heights, but fearing rejection, failure, or man will cause us to do things 
we shouldn’t. Ahaz feared the gods of Aram, instead of God. This wicked king never realized it was his 
loving Father who had allowed him to be defeated so that he might turn to Him. 
 
What are you afraid of? What holds the greatest power and influence over your decisions? Satan is our 
enemy who hates us. He wants us enslaved to anything, and fear is a tactic he will use. On the other 
hand, God loves us dearly. If we fear Him, meaning we understand His power, sovereignty, and 
holiness, and trust in His love, we will be freed from all other terrorizing thoughts.  
 


