
 B A C K  S T O R Y

 Today’s scripture is just one small verse from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, but 
it is the bookend to an incredible summary of the gospel. In the previous verses, Paul 
has laid out the desperate state of humanity trapped in sin and deserving of the wrath 
of God. Yet, by the His beautiful plan of grace, we have been saved. This was by 
nothing we could do ourselves, rather it was through the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. But Paul does not end his writing at verse 9. The scripture goes on to tell us the 
rest of the story!

   

EPHESIANS
W E E K  F I V E

• S T U D Y  O N E •



 S C R I P T U R E

Ephesians 2:10

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.

 

 D I S C U S S I O N

 Though this verse is small, there is a lot to chew on. Let’s break it into four 
distinct portions. We will discuss two today, and the next two in the following devotion.
For we are God’s handiwork. One of the basic truths we need to understand about 
ourselves, and the rest of humanity, is that we were created by God. Genesis 1:27 
reads;

  “So, God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he 
 created them; male and female he created them.”

 Created on purpose; you are no accident. Your very existence was part of God’s 
plan. He did not let humanity happen, he made man and women. He created them “in 
his image.” You carry the imprint of God in your person, which gives you and all other 
people an intrinsic, unalterable value. 

 Created in Christ Jesus. Now wait a second, you might ask, if God made us, and 
that gives us our value, how are we then created in Christ Jesus? When Jesus was do-
ing his ministry on earth, he met one night with a man named Nicodemus. Nicodemus 
was a Pharisee, but he could not deny the evidence of Jesus’ life. They met in secret, 
at night, so Nicodemus could freely ask the questions he had. . .



 Jesus explained salvation to the religious man as needing to be born again. This 
may be a phrase that you have heard before, but to Nicodemus it made no sense. Just 
as sin was brought into the world through one man (Adam) righteousness would be 
born into the world through Jesus. To believe in who Jesus said he is, and to believe in 
the work he did on the cross, we can be born again into a new identity in him.  
 2 Corinthians 5:17 reads:

  “Behold, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has   
 gone. The new is here!”

 Imagine for a moment, a gifted artist creates a masterpiece and every detail is 
placed with his thoughtful plan in mind. Sadly, the sculpture is stolen from him. 
It passes through the hands of thieves and collectors who have no appreciation for 
the beauty the artist put into it. To them it is only an object that can bring them material 
wealth. Over the years, the sculpture is damaged and chipped, until it’s value drop 
below anything that would interest art thieves. A low level criminal stores it with his 
other finds, hoping to make something off it. Suddenly, the thief learns that the artist 
himself has been looking for the piece, and wants to buy it back. What was worth 
pennies the day before, now has an immeasurable price on its head. The artist is 
undaunted by the price and sells everything he has to bring home his precious work of 
art. Then with his careful hands, and the tools of his trade, he rebuilds his masterpiece.

 R E F L E C T I O N

 
 You are that masterpiece. You were created by God, and then made new when 
you are bought back by the blood of Christ. Thank the Lord for his incredible love, and 
immeasurable grace.
 But wait…that is not the end of the story. The artist did not finish his sculpture 
and store it away! He had great plans for the day that he would have his piece back. 
He made the perfect place for it, among his other artwork, to be shared with the world. 
Salvation is not the end of your story either – it’s just the beginning.

In the next devotion we will talk about what that means.



 B A C K  S T O R Y

 Paul had brought the Gospel to Ephesus and preached faithfully for two and a 
half years. He spent days in the huge amphitheater of the city, speaking so 
frequently that the book of Acts 19:10 tells us everyone had heard the message of 
Salvation through Christ. Some rejected the message, but many believed. If 
believing was the only purpose, then Paul’s letter to the Ephesians could have 
ended at Ephesians 2:9. However it doesn’t. Paul writes several more pages to his 
dear church, encouraging them in their faith, teaching them about their purpose, and 
explaining to them how to live it out.

 Ephesians 2:10 says we were created by God, made new in Christ, a to do the 
things that God in his infinite wisdom had already planned for us to do. We now have 
the privilege of expressing our love to God by serving his plan in the way he has 
chosen.
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 S C R I P T U R E

Ephesians 2:10
 “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 
God prepared in advance for us to do.”

 D I S C U S S I O N

 
 In the last devotion we looked at the first two portions of this verse; that we are 
infinitely valuable to God, because he made us, and we have been redeemed by the 
blood of Jesus and made new. Now what?

 To do good works. For some people, it’s important to stop reading right here. If 
you have not recognized your sinful state, and realized your need for forgiveness, and 
received God’s free gift of salvation through the death and resurrection of Jesus, then 
the subject of good works is not the place to start. When we try and do “good things” 
for God, in our own power, we are leading ourselves in the wrong direction. Salvation 
comes from Christ alone, not from anything good we do. Trying to be good or do the 
right thing for God without having a relationship with Jesus will leave you frustrated 
and lonely.
 If we can’t do anything good on our own than what are good works? Here is the 
amazing part. When we receive Jesus, the Spirit of Christ, lives within us. The Holy 
Spirit will begin to refine and rebuild us into Christs image. (Remember the artist with 
his tools?) Jesus said:
 
 John 15:8

  “This is to my father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves  
 to be my disciples.”

 A good fruit tree produces life that not only blesses the life around it, but 
produces more life by bearing fruit with seeds in them that can be planted themselves. 
Our lives should do the same.



 James was Jesus’ half-brother, the son of Mary and Joseph. James was what 
we would call today a straight shooter. He was very direct in his letter that is now part 
of our Bibles. James has some blunt words to those who think being a Christian ends 
at believing in Jesus.

James 2:15-19
 “Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says 
to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical 
needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by 
action, is dead. But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your 
faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. You believe there is 
one God, Good! Even the demons believe that – and shudder.”
 
 I wasn’t joking, he was direct. That very passage has convicted me more than 
once. But that is one of the beautiful aspects of being in God’s word. Through it, He 
speaks to us, he chisels away the things that don’t belong, and continues to transform 
us into the image of His son.
 Which God prepared in advance for us to do. Here is that last portion of the 
verse. We have broken one verse of the Bible down into four parts, and the Truth of 
God revealed in this last tiny portion could probably fill many more devotions on its 
own! We will just look at a few things today.
 God is all knowing. His plans, also translated his thoughts in the Hebrew of the 
Old Testament, are beyond our own. He held the whole of what we know as history in 
his hand from the beginning. He knew the plan of salvation he would have for all 
people. 400 years before Jesus would be born, God spoke about his plans to 
Jeremiah.
 Jeremiah was a prophet of God who had a difficult message to give to Israel. 
He first had warned them of their coming punishment for worshiping idols and not 
keeping their covenant with the Lord. Then he had to speak out against all the false 
prophets, who were giving people false hope with messages they wanted to hear but 
were complete lies. God also gave him a message of hope to those who would be 
called the remnant, the few members of his chosen people who would remain faithful. 
Though they were suffering in exile after being defeated by a cruel king, God still had 
a plan. He had not forgotten them, nor was anything that was going on outside of his 
plan.

 Jeremiah 29:11

  “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord. “Plans to prosper  
 you, and not to harm you. Plans to give you a hope and a future. “



 We now know the very plans God was speaking about, since we live on this side 
of history. We know how God saved not only his chosen people, but all of creation, if 
they will receive it. How amazing for us, that He has revealed that he still has plans, 
and that we are to be a part of them! He has prepared things for you to do, and he 
wants to bring life to the world, through the fruit your life produces.

 R E F L E C T I O N S

 Where are you in life? Where are you today? Where do you work, or go to 
school?

 Begin to live life with eyes open, looking for what God is doing. If you are stuck 
somewhere you don’t want to be, instead of just asking “Why God?” ask, “What God?” 
Ask Him “What are you doing and how can I serve you here?” Look for ways to serve 
Him by loving those he brings you in contact with. Whether the person he brings into 
your life is a little toddler or an ornery co-worker, let your life produce fruit that will 
bless the lives around you.
 


