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 After Moses led the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt, God made a covenant with 
them. He promised to be with them, and they promised to worship Him alone. He gave 
them instructions on how to structure everything in their life with God at the center, so 
that they could live in relationship with Him as their GOD, and they as His people. The 
instructions for the tabernacle (a mobile temple), were very specific in order to make a 
place for GOD’s glory to dwell among them, and protect them from being destroyed by 
coming into contact with His awesome and Holy power.  
 Exodus tells us that inside the tent, behind a heavy thick curtain was the inside 
of the Holy of Holies, which held the Ark of the Covenant. Above the ark was laid the 
pure gold mercy seat, or seat of atonement. Two cherubin were carved on either side 
of the seat facing one another. It is here where the glory of God would dwell with the 
Israelites.
 The Scripture today comes from the Book of Hebrews. The author has a deep 
understanding of the Jewish law, history, and customs, and explains powerfully how 
Jesus Christ is greater than the priest, prophets, heros, angels and all who were 
spoken about before him in the Old Testament. Jesus is greater because he fulfilled 
the law, and accomplished what the law could not. Reading Hebrews can help you 
understand more about the Old Testament, Jesus and the connection between the Old 
and New.
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Hebrews 9 The Earthly and the Heavenly Sanctuaries

     9 Now even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly sanctuary. 
2 For a tent was constructed, the first one, in which were the lampstand, the table, and 
the bread of the Presence; this is called the Holy Place. 3 Behind the second curtain 
was a tent called the Holy of Holies. 4 In it stood the golden altar of incense and the 
ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides with gold, in which there were a golden urn 
holding the manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tablets of the covenant; 
     5 above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these 
things we cannot speak now in detail.
     6 Such preparations having been made, the priests go continually into the first tent 
to carry out their ritual duties; 7 but only the high priest goes into the second, and he 
but once a year, and not without taking the blood that he offers for himself and for the 
sins committed unintentionally by the people. 8 By this the Holy Spirit indicates that the 
way into the sanctuary has not yet been disclosed as long as the first tent  is still 
standing. 9 This is a symbol of the present time, during which gifts and sacrifices are 
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...offered that cannot perfect the conscience of the worshiper, 10 but deal only with 
food and drink and various baptisms, regulations for the body imposed until the time 
comes to set things right.

 

 D I S C U S S I O N
 
 
   

    I love spy movies. I particularly love the parts when agents, attempting to access a 
highly restricted area, have to break codes, steal fingerprints and even somehow fool 
retina scanners to get it. The penalty for getting in without authorized access is usually 
very severe. One wrong move causes alarms, locking doors and even worse. 
    While spies in movies try to gain access to a government facility full of secrets, or a 
vault of treasures those are just fun examples of restricted facilities. The Holy of 
Holies, on the other hand,  was the place where the presence of God dwelt! It was the 
Holiness and Glory of God, separated from the unholy people - for their own 
protection! There was no place with more restricted access than the holy of holies. 
First of all, there were twelve tribes in Israel. Only one of the tribes, the Levites, could 
be work in the tabernacle. Of the Levites, only the Kohathites could be priests.  Their 
time as a priest was limited to a number of years. During that time only one per year 
would have the most significant role, of entering the Holy of Holies to make atonement 
for His own sins, and the unintentional sins of the people, before the presence of God. 
When Aaron was the first to take the role, he was one out of two and a half million 
people.
     What if he messed up? What if he didn’t follow the preparations exactly? The whole 
nation would wait for the priest to emerge, so they could know they had once again 
been atoned for. Even when he emerged, there was no permanent change in their 
state. They would still be on that dangerous edge, one sin away from separation from 
their God. He was the God who loved them, rescued them, protected them and 
provided for them. They wanted to be able to approach him, to run to His throne of 
mercy, but no sacrifice lasted forever...
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     We are so used to earning, paying, receiving, and doing it again. It happens at work 
with our paychecks; that we end up spending and have to earn again. It happens with 
our time; everyone pushes for that weekend, which is over too quickly. We do it with 
grades; and learn quickly that one “A” in math won’t carry you the whole year. Just 
because you paid your taxes last year, doesn’t get you off the hook this year. And 
even though you used to run five miles a day two years ago, doesn’t mean your heart 
is still healthy today. 
     There is one thing that has been earned, paid and dealt with permanently in your 
life. It is your salvation. It is your forgiveness through Christ that allows you access to 
the throne of God. The God of the universe welcomes you into relationship with Him. 
He loves you dearly. He loves you so dearly, that while you were hanging off the edge 
of sin, He paid everything to bring you back. The sacrifice was enough...forever. 
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     God gave Moses the directions for the tabernacle. These are recorded in the book 
of Exodus. You can refer to the diagram from day one, to get an idea of the 
curtain we are reading about. The Holy of Holies was a perfect cube 15 x 15 x 15 with 
the curtain covering one side.The Hebrew word used for the curtain or veil means 
separator that hides.
     Exodus 26:31-35  The Curtain
 31 You shall make a curtain of blue, purple, and crimson yarns, and of fine twisted 
linen; it shall be made with cherubim skillfully worked into it. 32 You shall hang it on four 
pillars of acacia overlaid with gold, which have hooks of gold and rest on four bases of 
silver. 33 You shall hang the curtain under the clasps, and bring the ark of the 
covenant in there, within the curtain; and the curtain shall separate for you the holy 
place from the most holy. 34 You shall put the mercy seat on the ark of the covenant in 
the most holy place. 35 You shall set the table outside the curtain, and the lampstand on 
the south side of the tabernacle opposite the table; and you shall put the table on the 
north side.
     Matthew, Mark and Luke all record an event that took place during the crucifiction. It 
is but one sentence, but the meaning is profound. The passage we will refer to today is 
from the Gospel of Matthew. Matthew was a disciple of Jesus. He knew very well what 
it was to be on the outside, separated from God. He was a tax collector, a job despised 
by the Jewish people because they felt it showed an alliance with Rome, or at least 
a desire to profit off one’s own people. When Jesus called Matthew, he immediately 
followed. 
     Here we read Matthew’s account of Jesus’ crucifiction.
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Matthew 27:45-51
The Death of Jesus

    45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 
46 And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” 
that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47 When some of the 
bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” 48 At once one of them 
ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to 
drink. 49 But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.”
50 Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. 51 At that moment the 
curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the 
rocks were split. 
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     Have you ever waited for a theme park to open? You stand there, and even though 
it’s early in the morning, the sun is already warming you. After awhile your legs get a 
little stiff, and you hear the familiar question from your kids, “Is it open yet?” Even the 
little ones start to droop, as they hang on your side, or give up altogether sitting criss 
cross on the cement with their head in their hands. 
     Yet, somehow, the moment the gates open, everyone is suddenly infused with a 
surge of energy and excitement. This is what we were waiting for! The minute a little 
child is granted access they are running.
     The Tabernacle (or mobile temple) had long been replaced with a grand permanent 
structure at the time Jesus was on earth. The layout remained the same, however. The 
people were still separated from the Holy of Holies, by a thick, heavy curtain, that was 
beautifully detailed for its role as separator that hides. There are some Jewish  
traditions that speak of the curtain being as wide as a hand-breath. This is not 
stated anywhere in scripture, but it could be true. However the thickness of the curtain, 
though interesting, is not the significance of what occured in Matthew.
     God instituted the use of the curtain. It was made and hung according to His 
specifications. Its purpose was clear. Then when Jesus breathed His last on the cross, 
God received the perfect sacrifice, and the final and complete atonement was made. 
God tore the curtain, and broke down the barrier between Himself and His creation. 
We could finally run in.
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    My question is this...have you run in? When you received Jesus Christ as you savoir, 
did you hear the echo of the curtain being torn? Now that you have access to God, to 
boldly approach His throne of grace, did you run in like an eager child? Calling a child 
to Him, Jesus said “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, 
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” He wasn’t alluding to the innocence of 
children, but the humility and trust. A child will eagerly receive what they cannot 
provide for themselves. Will you?
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