
 B A C K  S T O R Y

 The Bible begins with the story of creation, and the first man Adam. Genesis 
explains the growth of the family of Adam, for twenty generations until we meet his 
great great great (x 20) grandson Abraham. God made a promise to Abraham to be 
his God, and Abraham would be the Father of many people. Abraham’s son was Isaac, 
and his son was Jacob. God changed Jacob’s name to Israel, and he became the 
father of twelve sons who became twelve tribes. The Israelites were God’s chosen 
people. They were to live differently than the world around them. God gave them 
special laws and practices to keep them set apart, or Holy, because He is a Holy God. 
God told them through Moses:  “ For you are a people holy to the Lord your God.Out 
of all the peoples on the face of the earth, the Lord has chosen you to be his treasured 
possession.” - Deuteronomy 14: 2
 The people outside of this chosen people are referred to as Gentiles. The 
Gentiles could not even come into the area of the temple where sacrifices were 
brought because they were separated by a wall. They could not go past the Court of 
the Gentiles, kind of a front porch or waiting area in a big building. However, there was 
another wall inside that separated even the Jews from the place where God’s spirit 
dwelled. They could not enter into the Holy place, because of their sin.
 God chose the Jewish people. His son was born into the family line that went all 
the way from Adam, to Abraham, to King David, to Jesus himself. However, Jesus was 
not only sent to save the Jewish people, John 3:16 says God sent Jesus because he 
love the whole world. He was sent to heal the brokenness that had separated all 
people from God. 
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 S C R I P T U R E

Ephesians 2:11-22 New International Version (NIV)
Jew and Gentile Reconciled Through Christ
 11 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called 
“uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the 
body by human hands)— 12 remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, 
excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, 
without hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once 
were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has 
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the 
law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new 
humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of 
them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17 He came and 
preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For 
through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.

 D I S C U S S I O N

 One of the names given to Jesus, is the Prince of Peace. Isn’t it interesting that in 
the same verse it says “He himself is our peace” it also says he destroyed something? 
He destroyed the barrier. Remember, there was a solid wall that kept the Gentiles from 
accessing the place where the Jewish people entered to bring in their offerings and 
sacrifices to the Lord. Jesus removed that barrier. That is not all. He also removed the 
barrier that kept the Jewish people from entering into the presence of God. By fulfilling 
the law, and sacrificing himself for all sin, he tore down both barriers. Now all people 
can come to the Father. 
 Verse 16 uses the word reconcile. We define  reconcile as ,  making up with a 
friend you had fought with, or fixing a relationship with a family member, or setting 
things  right once and for all. He brought peace to the world, by reconciling the Jews 
and Gentiles, and by reconciling them both to God. 
 Now we have been adopted into the family of God! 
  “12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he   
 gave the right to become children of God—”  John 1:12



 

 R E F L E C T I O N

 
 This means the story of the Old Testament is our story too! When the Apostle 
Paul is writing to Timothy, a young pastor, he tells him that:

 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness,”
  2 Timothy 3:16

 At that time, “scripture” would have meant what we call the Old Testament. 
Sometimes Christians only want to study the New Testament, and that would be a 
sad loss to us. God’s word is living, and He speaks through all of it. Be encouraged to 
study the words of the Old Testament as well as the New. Together it tells the great 
story of God’s love and redemption.



 B A C K  S T O R Y

 In the Old Testament, those who spoke or wrote the words of the Lord, through 
the power of the Holy Spirit on them, were called Prophets. Some of the books of the 
Bible are named after these people, such as Isaiah or Daniel.
 In the New Testament, we are introduced to the Apostles. Apostle means “sent” 
in Greek. The Apostles are the men we often hear referred to as the Twelve Disciples. 
It also includes Paul, who was called by Jesus, and sent by him when he was 
converted on the road to Damascus. 
 In ancient times, builders would chose a strong, perfectly cut stone to be laid as 
a cornerstone. The rest of the building would be constructed according to its size and 
degrees. If it was removed, the building would not be able to stand.
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 S C R I P T U R E

Ephesians 2:19-22
 19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens 
with God’s people and also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him 
the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 
And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives 
by his Spirit.

 D I S C U S S I O N
 
 When Pastor Eric lived in San Diego as a young man, he worked construction 
with his Father. One of the largest building projects was a massive church. In order to 
support the structure, the engineers instructed that steel beams be lowered into the 
ground until they reached bedrock. The beams would then be formed into four walls 
encasing a column deep into the ground, and filled with cement. The structure would 
only be stable, if all of the beams were brought into contact with the bedrock, the solid 
foundation beneath the earth. 
 Look back at the scripture. Who is our Cornerstone? How is our foundation 
constructed?
 In the Old Testament, the presence of God would rest on people such as 
prophets, or places such as Mount Sinai where he gave the commandments to Moses. 
It did not dwell anywhere permanently. When Jesus reconciled us to God, he sent his 
Holy Spirit to live in believers. 
 Jesus is the cornerstone, the prophets and apostles are built around him provid-
ing the firm foundation. 
 What are you and I?
 We are like bricks that join together, building a living temple for the Lord. 
 Do you ever hear Pastor Eric say, “It’s time for the church to leave the building”?
 It means we are the church. The old grocery store turned into a meeting place 
on Main Street in Zeeland isn’t the church. It’s not some place where God’s Spirit 
dwells, and we visit once a week. His Spirit is in believers, and we are joined together 
on the sure foundation that can not be moved. 



 R E F L E C T I O N 

 

 The Bible doesn’t talk about Legos. Kids didn’t have as many fun toys in Bible 
times as they do now. These little plastic bricks have some good imagery for the 
church though. 

 You have to build them on a solid foundation. 

 Each little additional brick matters, in order for the final product to turn out right. 

 Even though there are many different things built from the Legos, they are all 
Legos, and one could be taken from one building, and fit onto another. 

 Not only that, every Lego in the world could be fit together into one giant 
structure.

 This is what the Unity of the church should look like. We have different 
churches, different ministries, with different kinds of music and buildings, to fulfill the 
purpose God has given us. Yet, with Christ as our cornerstone, we all fit together as 
well, to form the Body of Christ, the Church. 

 Let our heart attitude celebrate what God is doing in our church, and in others. 
Let us lift up one another in prayer, and speak words of encouragement and love to 
all the “legos” that are working to make Jesus known. 


